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Chapter One 
1843 - 1850 
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Bancroft Papers. 


Part 2 of Old Volume 
One 


The old Volume One of Bancroft Papers was dismantled in 
order to add new material, especially a section of photo- 
copies. The first page in this volume is numbered 207 in- 
dicating a direct continuation of similar material which 
ended on 206 in the preceeding volume. 


Table of Contents 
Typed copies Pages 207 - 342 
Section of Maps and pictures 
Photo = copies 


We have assigned the same page number for the photo- 
copy as that of the typed copy. So-if one has read the 
typed copy on page 100 he SHOULD wonder if that copy por- 
trays the words, the form and the meaning of the author. 
Turn then to page PC-100 in the photo-copy section. We 
do not have photo-copies of all of the originals but we 
have most’ of them. The early papers are on "fools cap" 
which is 8" by 13", legal size. These had to be reduced 
to 8&" by 11" which adds to the difficulty in reading then, 
but with a reading glass most can be read, at least in part. 

If the PC or photo-copy number fails to lead to an origin- 
al remember that these documents are in chronological order 
so the date on the typed copy can usually be found among the 
originals. 

It is nearly impossible for a skilled typist to avoid cor- 
rection of punctuation, spelling and other errors. In do- 
ing so the value of the document is impaired. READ PHOTO- 


COPIES!! 
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A Bancroft Compendium 


of Facts, Fiction and Falsehoods 


My son recently apologized for questioning an assertion 
of mine. I took him to task, not for doubting, but for his 
hesitancy to challenge what I had written. Historians must 
question everything they hear or read. The printed word is 
peculiarly deceptive. Once printed, an error gains a degree 


of immortality and may be repeated many times. 


The purpose of this compendium is to preserve all papers, 


letters, diaries, Bible records, etc., which came from the 
old Bancroft home in Harpersville and those of our father, 
Rev. W. D. Bancroft, whose boyhood saw much of this home. 
We included a minimum of editorial comment and excluded 
nothing, not wanting to impose our judgments and prejudices 


on others. 


No matter how one tries to copy verbatim, words, meaning 
and form often are changed. The il iterate style of Melinda 
(Crofut) Martin was peculiarly diff cult to copy, for a 
skilled typist can hardly refrain from using capitals, 
punctuation and correct spelling and, in so doing, detracts 
from a valued record of a time when girls often received 
little formal education. We have included a section of 
photocopies which will make it possible to see the original 
to confirm its style and content. PLEASE READ PHOTO-COPIES! 


Family records are especially burdened with errors. 
Genealogists prefer official records, but these are not 
infallible. For example, if in doubt, a census enumerator 
was required to spell a name the way it sounded; so, our 
name has been spelled Barcroft, Bankroft, Bencroft, Bancrost, 
Bancraft, and one enumerator with a German name spelled it 
Bankruff. Yet, one must be most careful when accepting what 
appears to be such a corruption. In the Birdsall literature, 
an author assumed that Bardwell was a corruption of Birdsall. 
It was not until this interpretation was in print that it was 


discovered that Bardwell was a correct family name, and was 
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in no way related to Birdsall. Official records are not 


without errors. 


A frank falsehood, or was it poetic license, is to be 
found in an epitaph written by the English poet, Thomas 
Bancroft. It was written for his elder brother, emigrant 
John, as follows: 

You sold your lands the lighter hence to 
go to foreign coasts, 
Yet fate would have it so, you ne'er New 
England reached, 
But went with them that journey toward 
New Jerusalem. 
This was published in 1639, but John arrived safely in New 
England in 1632 and died five years later in 1637. The 
content suggests that this was written before the author 
knew of John's safe arrival, and certainly before he knew of 
John's death. Why was it written? We will venture a theory 
later. Its meaning has been debated for more than three 


centuries, but falsehood it appears to be. 


Copied records cannot be trusted. I once turned to my 
trusted bookkeeper and asked her if she knew anything about 
the bulrushes, common causes of hayfever. She left the room 
without comment, returned with a Bible, and observed that 
"If you were better acquainted with this book, you would 
know comething about these plants." This was good for a 
chuckle. When I opened the Bible, I found myself looking at 
the record of the marriage of the Roy Reeds of Palmyra, 
which bore the signature of my father, Rev. W. D. Bancroft. 
I was delighted, for this was his first marriage ceremony 
as a Baptist minister. And to think that it came to me by 


sheer accident, for this volume was found on the street. 


My pleasure was short-lived for, as she pointed out, 
this Bible was closed with a zipper and there were no 
zippered Bibles in 1902. This, then, was a copy from an 
Older Bible. The forgery of my father's signature would 


have been a credit to a professional. It was a convincing 
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reproduction of a signature I knew very well. The accuracy 
of this copy I can confirm, but copies must be suspect, for 


they often contain errors. 


Frank errors occur too often. In the literature of the 
Demarest family, the death and burial of Captain John Demarest 
is reported as having occurred in New Orleans. But, in this 
volume, we reproduce the Captain's navigator's log in which 
his death is recorded as occurring in West Indies waters, 
and that he was given "a decent burial" on the small Dutch 


Island of St. Estatia. The first report is wrong. 


John Kermott Allen was the author of a most ambitious 
history of all the descendants of Lt. Thomas Bancroft. This 
appeared in successive chapters in the New England Historical 
and Genealogical Register of 1942. But, when he had finished, 
it was necessary to add two more chapters to correct more than 
100 errors; inaccuracies, mostly of others who provided family 
records on his request. Family records frequently contain 


Grrors. 


Letters and diaries may be very valuable when written at 
the time of an event by an eyewitness, but they may contain 


little more than hearsay and gossip. 


Words may be confusing. Meanings may change with locale. 
In the West, we use the word village as they do in the East, 
but we use town to mean a larger village, while the East has 
a quite different usage. They use the word town to designate 
what we would call a township. The town (township) in the 
East remains a viable governmental unit, while in the West the 
township functions have been taken over by the county, and 


remains only useful to surveyors when describing real estate. 


Town (township) government was a development of colonial 
times, and was designed to meet a problem peculiar to that era. 
All judges in colonial courts were appointed by the crown. 
Their first loyalty was to the king. Since Puritans were 
looked upon as disloyal, they could hardly get a fair trial 


in these courts. A case in point was that of a Mrs. Martin, 
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who was accused of practicing witchcraft. She was tried 
before a jury of her peers, who found her innocent. The 
judge, however, dismissed the jury, found her guilty, and 
she was hanged, leaving a husband and a family of children. 


Of course, such rank injustice fueled the spirit of rebellion. 


To avoid appearing before prejudiced judges, the 
colonists in the Dedham Covenant outlined a method for 
resolving disputes without going to the English courts. Out 
of this, in part, grew town (township) government. Among 
the elected town officials was a Justice of the Peace who, 
being one of them and elected by them, could resolve many 
problems without prejudice. The West, being settled after 
our revolution, has had no such problems, so township 


government has all but disappeared. 


For many reasons, the search for truth never ends. 
What appears to be true today may be found only partly true 
or not true at all tomorrow. Historians must expect their 
assertions to be challenged. For those who would differ with 
me, I would say, as did Sir Thomas Browne (1605-1682): 


"I could never divide myself from any 
man upon the difference of an opinion, 
or be angry with his judgment for 

not agreeing with me in that from 
which, perhaps within a few days, I 
should dissent myself." 


Paul M. Bancroft. 
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Harpursville, N.Y. 
March 7, 1843 


Dear Sir, 

William requested me to write you respecting some siding 
for the place. I went to see Asa Lord on Saturday and found 
he can have 900 feet of one of his neighbors and he has a few 
feet at home, for lining of his floor, so that it will be dry 
and he thinks he can obtain the remainder of another neighbor 
So that William can come down immediately. I would state to 
him also that another, Robert Demarea has about 1400 feet of 
seasoned siding which he will sell but I do not say that Lord 
can obtain them. Our meeting continues Covenant meeting next 
Saturday. We suffered tremendously from cold coming home. Laura, 
Oscar and Birdsall are all down with the nettle rash, but getting 
better. 


Yours; el. 
John D. Bancroft. 
Henry P. Birdsall] 
Otego, Otsego Co. N.Y. 


Nettle rash in March would be most unusual. What he means is 
a scarlatinaform rash. This may be a mild scarlet or German 
measles or other mild infectious erythema. 


Mar. 5, '43 
Hamilton University. 


Samuel Sanford Martim, divinity student 
to his father 
see PC - 216 
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Harpursville, N.Y. 
April 19, 1843 


Elder Chauncey Darby 
sary 

Elder Miller has been preaching to the church of Colesville 
of which I am a member. I have heard that you were Secretary 
to a meeting held some four years ago on Elder Miller's account. 
Now Elder Noble has been informed that Elder Miller was silenced 


by said meeting,-------- If you will be so good as to state the 
facts -------- you will oblige. 
yours etc. 


J. D. Bancroft 
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Colesville, N.Y. 
Sept. 27, 1843 


At the call of the Baptist Church of Christ in Colesville, Broome 

County, New York a council convened at the call of said church, 

for the purpose of examining and if deemed advisable of ordaining 

to the work of the Gospel. 

Delegates from the following churches were present, - 

Colesville G. Kittles, J, Marsh, E. Patrick, 
Sornberger, Elder A. P. Mason, 


Binghamton Deacon J. Condon, Bro. Joseph 
Condon, A.C. Angel & 0. Parsons 

South Bainbridge Eld. L. Peck, Eli Seely, H. Sears 

Coventry Eld. A. Parker, Deac. E. K. Car- 
penter Jesse Johnson 

Central Greene Bro. Ransom Wilkins 

I -st. Eld. RVA. Washburn, Bro. Roe, 
G. Sherwood. 

Windsor Bro. Asa Higley, Eld. J.d.Mills 


to sit with Council 

Council organized by choosing Elder Levi Peck, Moderator and 
Elder A. Guy Clerk 
Prayer by moderator. 
Delegate from Central Greene church objecting to sit with the 
Council was released by request. 
Resolved the ministering bretheren present be invited to sit 
with the Council. Deacon Samuel Martin then presented to the 
Council for examination the candidate, who proceeded to give 
a relation of Christian experience, call to the ministry and 
views of theology. After which the Council retired to the School 
house for deliberation. 

(The candidate was Samuel Martin's son) 

After prayer full deliberation it was unanimously resolved 
that we proceed to set appart by ordination Brother S.S. Martin 
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so the work of the Gospel Ministry which was performed in the 
following order, viv., Eld. A. P. Mason preached an impressive 
discourse from Psalms 119; 128, subject, "The supremacy of the 
Scriptures". Eld. J.d.Mills offered the Consecration Prayer, 
and layed on hands with Eld. Aaron Parker, A.P.Mason & R.A. 
Washburn. Eld. Lem Peck addressed the church and congregation. 
Benediction by the candidate. 

Levi Peck Moderator 

Albert Guy, Clerk 


North Norwich, N.Y. 
Dec. 5, 1843 


Mr. John D. Bancroft 
Harpursville, N.Y. 
Dear Brother Bancroft, 

In reply to your communication I can say but little at pre- 
sent and that little not as the Moderator of the Ministerial 
Conference. I should be pleased to visit Harpursville and may 
possibly do so in the near future. Though I am at present negoti- 
ating with another church. In regard to Elder Miller I can say 
nothing except by report. He rings in this part of the world 
like a cracked “earthen vessel". I confess I have my doubts 
about his standing as a gospel minister and I am a little sur- 
prised that the bretheren in Colesville have been willing to 
sit under his administration of word and ordinance so long, know- 
ing at the same time his standing was at least doubtful. As 
I am informed by Mr. Darby that he sent your self a copy of the 
proceedings of a certain council called some four years ago to 
look into his case. Nothing was done or said about him by our 
Conference at a conference. After the sermon in the evening 
the Conference and some others retired to the basement and a 
fine interchange of feelings and views took place. If I recalled 
rightly no resolutions were passed and nothing done by way of 
voting except to defer the matter to the day previous to the 
Semi Annual meeting. Which meeting will occur on the 28th at 
Oxford. What is done respecting him will of course occur on 
the 27th. It was thought best to investigate his case and if 
it was thought that he was worthy of an honorable standing as 
a minister we certainly will be disposed to give it to him and 
to sustain his character as such. But if he is not worthy of 
such standing he will undoubtedly be published to the world as 
every unworthy minister should be. I cannot be positive but 
I think Bro. Martin did not say a labor had been commenced with 
Bro. Wilcox. For entering a complaint to the Smithville church 
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against Bro. Van Horn I believe he said distinctly that no labor 
had been taken up with Bro. Wilcox, nor any other one in your 
church touching this matter. I do not know that Bro Martin did 
or said anything improperly at our conference. My own private 
fears are that Elder Miller is not in good standing as a minister 
Or a member in any regular Baptist church. I have regreted that 
the Colesville church employed him. My opinion is that you had 
better defer any action in the case until you know more about 
the matter. Do not be hasty. Curb all your unpleasant feelings 
until you find out who or whether any of you are in the wrong, 
and then the right pursue. I will not vindicate Bro Van Hornes 
course. But I think if Bro Wilcox had known more about Bro Miller 
he would not have made the complaint to the Smithville church. 
But hold on Bretheren do not ignite your matches yet for 
I hope the truth may come out. I trust that will satisfy all. 
Send over as full a delegation as you please to meet the brethe- 
renscat. Oxford .on the 2/th. Pray., about. it til] then.. .I think 
the crooked places will be made straight and rough places plains. 
Tell Bro Martin and Wilcox and all the rest to keep quiet. Do 
not stir up the "muss" among yourselves yet for I fear you will 
get yourselves into difficulty. 


Yours affectionately 
Ezra Dean. 
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Knoxville, [1l. 
Jan. 2, 1844 
Deacon Samuel Martin, 
Colesville, Broome County, N.Y. 


Dear Father, 

By the merciful dispensation of an all wise providence I 
am alive and well. My health has been good since I left home.---- 

I have just rendered my first quarterly report, the date 
of my commision being altered from Nov. 1 to October 1. (Ke is 
serving the Baptist Home Mission Society to the frontier in I11.) 
Having preached 34 sermons 

2 Temperance addresses. 

8 Prayer meetings. 

2 Church meetings. 

2 Signatures on temperance pledges. 

2 common schools visited. 

400 pages of tracts distributed 

64 Religious visits. 

100 miles travelled. 
I have planned a trip to Genesee, McPherson and Davenport which 
will take me 50 miles North of here. The Mormons and Catholics 
are thick in this region and the Camphellites are plenty. 

Five miles from here is the Galesberg Coliege under the 
care of H. H. Kellog formerly of the Young Ladies Domestic Semin- 
ary of Clinton, N.Y. 

Pray for me and the destitute west. I am alone here. There 
is no Baptist minister here to help me. Yet I am not discouraged. 
Since I came here I have seen but one minister who is devoting 
his time to the ministry.------ 

Your affectionate son 
Samuel Sanford Martin 


Samuel and Melinda (Crofut) Martin 
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Hapursville, N.Y. 
Febr 17,1844 


Eld. J.J.Miller, 
Dear Brother, 

The above are the records of a special meeting of the church. 
What we want is for you to make suitable arrangements with proper 
Bretheren and churches as to time and place of holding said Coun- 
cil,------ > and I doubt not but that we shall be able to give 
you a fair and impartial trial which we are determined to do, 
God being our helper. We have stated to the church that we are 
pursuing this course by the advice of Elders Chamberlain and 
Berry and they expect those elders will be consulted in their 
churches and those churches invited to attend said Council.---- 
Try to be here for our next meeting at Bro. Bancroft's on Febr. 
29, 1844. 


Elias Patrick, Moderator 
J.D.Bancroft, Clerk 


in copy book #2 


Harpursville, N.Y. 
March 1, 1844 


Elders Chamberlain and Perry, 
Dear Bretheren, 

We have been informed by Elder J.J.Miller that you, one 
or both of you, had advised him to obtain a call of Council to 
investigate his standing as minister - and Brother in Christ 
- and he complains that a gospel course has not been pursued 
with him - and that he earnestly wishes an impartial investigation 
- the bretheren have presented his letter to the church - as 
was expected some objections were made to its reception on account 
of some alleged difficulties existing - the church then came 
to the conclusion to receive his request for the call of a Council 
and to convene that council for the investigation as should be 
found expedient - with the understanding that such meeting at 
or near the scene of a previous meeting of inquiry concerning 
him as possible. - now what we especially wish is that the inves- 
tigation can be so managed so as to cut off all complaint as 
to an exparte trial - or that there be no opportunity for the 
censure of an attempt to infringe upon the independence of the 
churches. We wish you bretheren would act with us and advise 
us and Bro. Miller so as to wipe away the reproche cast upon 


the Baptists as being disposed to bite and devour each other. 


Let Elder Miller, if in error, be brought to see it and confess 
- if found unworthy - and put down - but if nothing worthy of 
bonds or of death be found against him - let him go free and 
so be useful in the vineyards of his Master. ------------ we should 
endeavor to restore----- without any wish to wound or afflict, 
but simply to heal.----- 

J.D.B. 
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Oxford 
March 6, 1844 


Mr. Harry Martin 
Clerk of the Baptist Church, 
Harpursville, N.Y. 


Dear Brother, 

In my absence during this day your letter addressed to Eld. 
Chamberlain and myself and also yours addressed to the Baptist 
Church of this place were left at my house. 

The more I have heard of Eld. Miller's difficulty from him- 
self and others the more reluctant I have felt to have anything 
to do with it. But I am aware that justice to him and the cause 
of our blessed Redeemer requires that something be done. I under- 
stand that eleven churches have been written to though I know 
not what churches. I should think to remove all cause for com- 
plaint and to wipe off reproach, as you very properly desire, 
that the party who brought the accusation or charges vs Eld. 
Miller and the Moderator and Sec. of the Council at Greene should 
be notified and invited to attend as witnesses. 

And if a council can be heid in Smithville which will aim 
for the truth, nothing else, and can have such order and decorum 
as becomes a Christian body, transacting business for Christ's 
Kingdom and the Glory of God, I should do all I can with others 
to remove the wound which has been made by this long standing 
difficulty. 

I advise Brother Miller not to select a Council wholly from 
among his friends but as far as possible from among those who 
knew the least about it, or who would least likely to be pre- 
judiced. I am but little acquainted with this section but con- 
sider Bro. Bennett, McDonough and Parker of Coventry good counsel- 
lors. 


Harpursville, N.Y. 
April 17, 1844 


Bishop John 0. Birdsall. 


Dear Sir, Your letter of Febr. 14, 1844, Came duly to hand, 
we read it with sorrow mingled with thanksgiving at the merciful 
providence in your restoration in part - and that kind and sympa- 
thizing friends were provided for your accomodation. I hoped 
to see your brother Nathan that we might consult and write our 
mutual sentiments and plans. We had just returned from Otego. 
Father had been very sick, confined to his bed with a severe 
cut to his foot and great prostration of his powers - so much 
so that his life had been despaired of - but was better - We 
heard from him yesterday by Enoch Copley who resides in Windsor 
and had been up to Otego. Father was quite comfortable - brother 
Nathan was better, he had been quite low with an affection of 
his lungs - But Mary Pierce was no better the probability that 
she never will get well. Her disease is a female affection pro- 
ducing a disease of the lungs. We have a young son born Nov. 
27 (Edward Demarest Bancroft) think he appears as promising as 
either of our previous boys - we are in usual health except colds 
- the babe has a severe cold - We think we are enjoying a better 
State of religious feeling than usual but still we do not come 
up to our high priviledge. Eld. Earl is with us for a couple 
of Sabbaths and will probably engage for a year. He is from 
Syrna, Chenago County. You asked me for advice, I wish I could 
give it to profit, I have been waiting for an oportunity to con- 
sult your brother and friends. I think you had not better under- 
take business of any kind, but if your health will permit bring 
your family out here and see what arrangements can be made for 
your comfort and health and most satisfactory to your family. 
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24th. I was at Esquire Mannings in Coventry to see Eld Holmes 
who is sick there with acute rheumatism and there I learned that 
there was a rumor that your wife was dead. I went to the Spencers 
but they knew nothing positive but heard it was true. If true 
how much the heart of our brother bleeds, but not as one without 
hope. Our first impulse was to go and assist him to convey his 
orphans to the bosom of his friends. Laura and myself felt not 
only to sympathize with but to be beneficial to you and yours 
- If you have any wish make it known to us and to our utmost 
we will strive to meet it. 
al igy th 


Perrysburgh 
May 11, 1844 


Mr. Wm. Oscar Bancroft, 
Dear Cousin, 

It is with heavy heart that I sit down to address you. 
The rumor concerning mother's death was too true, she died on 
the fifth of April of measles. Her last sickness was peaceful. 
Her spirit was calm. She was taken sick two weeks before she 
died. Her measles were rather long in coming out but after they 
turned she began to get better, we thought. But, alas, how 
deceitful are all human appearances. MThe day before she died 
She lay stupid nearly all day, in the evening she showed more 
strength than at any time after her measles came out. What more 
Shall I say. We are in middling good health except for bad colds. 
Father gains very slowly. We are now boarding out. Give my 
regards to all my friends. 

Your cousin 
John A. J. Birdsall 


Nephew of Laura Birdsall Bancroft Wm. Oscar's Mother. 
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Perrysburg 
May 18, 1844 


Doctor John D. Bancroft. 
My dear Brother and Sister, 

I received your last letter in five days after mailing. 
By the same mail I received one from brother Nathan and another 
from my mother in law. The sentiments of deep felt sympathy 
expressed in them all were indeed like a balm to my wounded 
spirit. You have doubtless received long before this full and 
painful confirmation ot the sad news, concerning the death of 
my wife. You probably recollect that she supposed herself to 
have had the measles at her fathers the season she went home 
with you. Consequently she had no suspicion of the character 
of her disease until a few days before the fatal issue. Four 
of the children including the babe were down with the measles 
at the same time as there mother. Her disease was considered 
a severe case of bilious pneumonia until the eruption took place. 
After the turning of the measles we all thought her doing well. 
On the fatal night of her departure I left her at ten o'clock 
apprehensive of no immediate danger. Before leaving her I awoke 
her, spoke with her and felt her pulse. Thought she appeared 
much better than in the afternoon. About three A.M. the watchers 
discovered a sudden change and called me. Before I reached her 
she had ceased to breath. Thus has the desire of my eyes been 
taken away by one sudden stroke. My heart and house and children 
are left desolate. My own health tho much improved is still 
extremely poor. I still regard my life as hanging on a precarious 
thread. I have been attempting to preach once on the sabbath 
for two weeks past. I find exercise rather less propicious than 
I would wish. I have been extremely unwell. I am now living 
with my orphaned children in my once pleasant but now desolate 
home. We are boarding at Deacon Ziglers. A kind neighbor has 
charge of my sweet little babe. My friends continue to manifest 
the greatest sympathy and kindness. I feel deeply affected by 
the fraternal kindness which has prompted you to invite my return. 
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I can see no way to get my children there. If I am soon to die 
I have a special choice to rest by the side of her with whom 
I have spent such a portion of my life. It seems to me that death 
will not divide us. Were it Gods will I would choose to live 
for my children and to subserve any other purpose He may have 
in prolonging my days. Yet I have ceased to deeply feel anxious 
even for my children. He has said, "leave thy fatherless child- 
ren." I feel to rest in his mercy for them as well as for my 
Own poor soul. I have made known to brother Nathan my wishes 
concerning my children in case of my removal. I have only to 
ask now for John to spend a few months with you next year to 
Study arithmetic and penmanship. This has been my design for 
several years. I had hoped to reciprocate by taking your Oscar 
to teach him the rudiments of Latin and Greek. 
Make mention of us in prayer. Yours in Deep affliction, 
John 0. Birdsall 
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ee ee Knoxville, Ill. July 12,'44 

In looking over my memorandum I cannot ascertain that I 
have written to you since April 25th. I am sorry for this 
neglect and will try to write oftener in the furture. We 
have received one from Lois, one from Sidney. and Elvira,---, 
and one from Zada. It was cheering to learn that the church 
was propering. May the Lord add to it daily,---. Give my 
respects to Mr. East---. I go to Canton, Fulton Coynty, 
IL1l. to preach the installation sermon for 4, Gross, late 
of Sherbourn, N.Y. I saw brother Gross at Washington,---. 
This reminds me of one journey to the Association, the dis- 
tance about 60 miles, roads horrible, got soaking wet 3 or 
4 times, got sick and got home aliyie & lived ever since, 
though have felt poorly all the time, it has rained ail 
summer yet the crops look better than one could expect 
under such cercumstances. Wheat is coming in well - harvest 
is half done,---. 

On bhe evening of the 5th June we had an high power 
tornado. Terrible indeed is the voice of the Lord,---. 
In the chariot of the wind. It was unlike to anything I 
ever saw befOre. The earth seemed to tremble on its found- 
ations. Houses, fences, horses, wagons were rolling in 
every direction. Nearly all the chimneys in town were 
levelled down to the roof. Houses and stores were unroofed. 
One proud two story house was blown into a pile of oven 
wood, not excepting the lower floors, but most miraculo isly 


a woman and four children, thre of them were up stairs, es- 


caped with their lives suffering only a few bruises. 
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Knoxville, Ill. 
Aug. 18, 1844. 


Miss Mary A. Martin, 
Colesville, Broome Co., N.Y. 


Dear Mary Ann, 

ft am sick, you can tell by my hand writing. I was called 
to go to Charleston, 22 miles away,- to assist in the organiza- 
tion of a church. --- I was taken violently sick and could 
not go. 

Aug. 21, am better. Hawe a severe head ache. 

Affairs, at Nauvoo are quiet. (iormon) A successor to the 
Prophet has not been elected. 

The Democrats carried the presidential ellection. I do not 
care about politics but will not vote for a slave owner or 
duelis$. The black laws here are much worse than in New York. 
The law supposes every black a fugitive and imposes a fine 
for iharboring, comforting or feeding and black person who does 
not have "free papers". 

I have not indulged my poetry. There isn't much poetry 
in this country especially when it rains. The sloughs and the 
mud bottoms of the creeks are so,far removed from the beawfiful. 
Our most poetic objects are our ,arge.peaches, wild grapes and :_-c 
black berries... At times.I have felt the symptoms of inspira- 
sion, but then the keen bite of a prairie mosquito brings me 
back to earth. 

Sometimes I think I might bemore useful with a helpmate 
to labor and pray with me. You remember old Omar the son of 
hagan and his difficulty in finding a woman. This is my pre- 
dicament. In all my wanderings I have not found a girl of 
the right age, with pius soul, a kind heart and a strong mind 
and a sound body. I am bashful and more inclined to slip 
through life edgewise lest I should come in contact with some 
one.. Nervous, ricketty brained, selfish as I am, I claim 
the right to secure a wife with a large healthy soul ina 
large healthy body with a large healthy mind. But I shall 
probably be cheated. On no account let this letter be seem 
by the family. 

Good, bye, 


Sanfor. (Samuel Sanford Martin) 
Mary Ann Martin. 


230 


Nove 21, 1844 


This indenture made the 21 of November 1844 between Henry 
Birdsall and Saltyhisuwife of the town of Otego, parties of 
the first part and John D. Bancroft, party of the second part 


For the sum of $2,000,00 sell ---.thar. parcel of land-,---, on 
the north-easterly side ofi the Susquehanna River.---. oposit 
Flax Island,---,, 53 acres,---, encumbered by a certain mort- 
gage held by John Birdsall,---, of $2,000.00 


Henry Birdsall 
Sallu his wife. 


Nov. 28, 1844 


‘Wm. Oscar Bancroft attended the Del. Lit. Inst.-at Franklin, 


He attended here at Jeast two years. 


Jan. 9, 1845 


An indenture between Henry P and Nathan Birdsall for the sum 
of $800 e 00 . 7 


Clears the title 


Dr. J.D.Bancroft then retired from the practice of med- 
icine in Harpursville, because of his ill health, (con- 
sumption) and moved onto this Birdsall farm to take 

care of the elderly parents of his wife and manage the 


farm. In this environment he experienced a remission 
of his illness and lived 


on this farm for the "nat 
for an annual rent of $40 and taxes, 


till 1872 He was to live on 
ural life of John Birdsalin 


Knoxville, Ill. 


Deacon Samuel Martin, 
Colesville, N.Y. 


Dear Friends, 

In looking over my memorandum I cannot ascertain that I 
have written. .you Since April 25th. I am sorry for this neglect. 
I have received letters from Lois Tate, one from Sidney and Elvira 
(Sornbergers) and Zada (Zada Martin Rose). Give my respects 
to Bro. Earl (of the Harpursville church) and tell him I go to 
Canton, I11., next Sunday to preach the installation sermon of 
a ministerial friend, Bro. A. Grop, late of Sherburne, N.Y. 
Let me tell you of one journey to Association, the distance about 
60 miles, roads horrible, got soaking wet three times, got sick 
and got home alive, since have felt poorly all the time. It 
has rained all summer. The crops look better than one would 
expect. Wheat is coming in well, the harvest half done. 

On the evening of the 5th of June we had a brush with a 
tornado. Terrible is the voice of God. The earth trembled. 
Houses, fences, horses, wagons, and coaches were rolling in every 
direction. Nearly all the chimneys in town were leveled with 
the roofs. Houses and stores were unroofed. A frame two story 
house was blown into a pile of oven wood. Horses were blown 
from their feet and rolled like wool sack, 40 feet. 

You have heard of the deaths of Joe and John Smith. The 
stories vary somewhat. One is that they were shot by a mob that 
entered the prison. Another that they were trying to escape 
through a window and were shot by a guard. We are not expecting 
wal although there are many mormons here some of whom have just 
gone to Nauroo. 

I am sensible that my health is failing perhaps from the 
climate, perhaps from hard study, or some other cause. People 
are expecting it to be very sticky here on account of the water. 


£31 
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The country is so level and the surface so wet and the weather 
so warm in the daytime and so cold at night that I shall not 
be surprised if I get the shakes of the ague. 

I gathered valerian yesterday. Had an attack of bilious 
fever a week ago and threw it off with a course of bone set. 
I went to father Marsh's to be sick and they cured me up first 
rate. The same day they killed a large timber rattlesnake by 
their door. 

Timber in this country means woods. The land is either 
timber or prairie. For "yes" you hear "I reckon". For "remember" 
you "mind". 

I think with the greatest prudence I shall come out even 
with the world at years end. It is doubtful that I will have 
enough to come home. Clothing is high here. I am about preached 
out here. But the congregation is full every Sunday. Pray for 
us. Good bye. 

Sanford. (Samuel Sanford Martin) 


Otego, Otsego Co., N.Y. 


Dear Mother, 

It has been a long time since we have seen you and quite 
a long time since we have heard from you and it has been so long 
since I wrote you that I think myself much to blame. As the 
postage on letters is now reduced we have not that for an excuse 
- and therefore I embrace the first opportunity to write. We 
are enjoying good health at present, quite a change has taken 
place in our circumstances since we saw you - Leonard has probably 
informed you - I have quit the practice of medicine entirely 
and have gone to reside in Otego and take care of father and 
mother Birdsall, whilst they live, if we should live so long. 
Father Birdsall's health is very poor, has not been able to dress 
himself much of the time for better than a year. Mothers health 
is pretty good and she is quite smart for one of her age (75 
yrs) the 18th of last April. Father is 81 the 9th of November. 
We are pleasantly situated and enjoy ourselves very well. My 
health is much better than it was in practice, if I can't make 
Money. We milk 5 cows and expect another to come in before long. 
- Make butter principally. Our crops look well except the grass 
is light - pastures are rather short as it has been too dry - 
But now we have had a very fine rain which has soaked the ground 
- We shall be much confined at home and therefore can give no 
assurance when we can visit you - But we should be glad to see 
some of you here as soon as consistent. Our fruit is cut off 
by the frost. I ask you to write soon and after this we will 
correspond by letter quite often - Say once a quarter and be 
punctual. I shall write to my Friends in Claverack soon. 

J. D. Bancroft 

To Mrs. David Bancroft, his mother 
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Knoxville, I11l. 
Jan. 18, 1845. 
Dear Friends, 

I wish you a happy New Year while you are tilting about 
in your sleigh. All do fine here in this more sunny clime. 
Have a fine walking or wheeling as you ever saw in the month 
of June. 

The merry sleigh bells are your music, the drowsy hum of 
the bee is ours. In New York bright sunny days and frosty nights. 
True the changes are sudden but we have had nothing resembling 
winter yet. 

Yesterday I spent a social afternoon in a parlor without 
a stove and found no inconvenience from the cold. In the evening 
in the same parlor joined two mortal beings together so they 
can never get apart till they die. 

You perhaps think I feel some remorse but this I do not. 
It is not good for a man that he remain alone. That was not 
the design of his maker. Some of you will begin to guess those 
were my notions. Well, what if they are? It makes no difference 
now that leap year is over and I never got an offer. 

Georce Williams is here. I have asked him to write you. 

with love. 
Samue 1 (Samuel Sanford Martin) 
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Knoxville, I11. 
Jan. 18, 1845 


Dear Friends, 

I take up my pen to write a long neglected letter. My health 
is middling. Please ransack my old chest and send me a copy 
of the verse, “I think of thee". By the way when I think of 
the old chest jet me say it contains a heap of useless number 
which you would do well to distribute to the poor (I mean the 
old clothes). I fear the moths will eat them. 

Some of the first born whimseys of my brain are in the old 
chest for which I feel a fatherly solicitude. 

Not forgotten and ever respected friends, inclination takes 
this opportunity to write a few more lines. It is eight years 
since I have seen any of you except Sanford. (Samuel Sanford 
Martin) Whom I met one year ago in this place, with whom I spent 
the last night and after reading some old letters and talking 
about old times I almost fancied myself back again. 

I would like to know if George is the same as he used to 
be, if. so, the answer is this, "the same old six pence over and 
over". I have heard of the fortunes and misfortunes of your family 
I left. Am glad to hear that you are all well and, as for myself, 
I am well and have not been idle. In this far west I have a 
small farm of 63 acres under cultivation, team and tools to carry 
it on with and I also have a fine little orchard of 112 trees, 
but with all this I am not contented or ever expect to be. The 
cause is probably best known to myself alone. This is one of 
the best farming countries in the world, but I suppose you have 
had a description of it long before this, therefore, I will say 
nothing further except we have many difficulties here to encounter 
as well as other countries. Perfection is hardly to be found 
in this world. I yet think of visiting my native country again. 
If so I may see some of you but not all for I am informed that 
one who is of your number is no more. 
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I have yet the purse and also the spanish coin that was 
given to me while at work for you. I have kept them with the 
determination not to part with them until I should see you again, 
if ever. With these few broken and unconnected sentences---. 
If you should take the trouble to write please direct the letters 
to Cedar Creek, Warren Co., I11. 


George W. Williams 


Janen265 LEK 5. 


We the subscribers agree to pay the bearer the sums set 
opposite our names, in the manner and time specified for 
the purpose,of eresting a bridge across the Susquehanna 
River in the town of Otego at or near the farms of Maxwell 
oni the east and Jéhn Smith on the west side of said river. 
---. (Materials specified) cash stone labor 


Henry P. Birdsall $5.00, $25.00 $20.00 
John D. Bancroft 5.00 25.00 ‘20.00 
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Jan. 26, 1845 


We the subscribers agree to pay the bearer the sums set 
opposite our respective names, in the manner and time - 
specified, for the purpose of erecting a bridre across 
Susquehannah Rivér the towr of Otego a+ or near the 
farngs of Maxwell on the East and John Smith on the West 
side of said river. Such bridge to be comletéd in a good 
end sudstantial manner by the firwt of Janurary 1846 ard 
all subscriptions for materials and labor which are not - 
paid in at the proper time to the person who shall take 
this contract shall be considered and here by pledge ¢o 
de money gubscrirtions . 


cash Stone Labor 
Henry P. Birdsall $5.00 $25.00 $20.00 
John D. Bancroft 5.00 25.00 20.00 


Another subscription sheet was later prepared. 


ed 


21.0 


Otego, Otsego Co., N.Y. 

Dear Mother, July 1, 1845 
It hae been a long time since we have seen you and 

quite a long time since we have heard from you and it has 
been so long since I wrote to you that I think myself meh 
to blame, As the postage on letters is now reduced we 
have not that for an exeuse -— and therefore I embrace the 
first opdrtunity to write. We are enjoying good health at 
present, quite a ehange has taken olace in our cireumstancés 
since we s@w you — Leonard has probably informed you - I have 
quite the practice of medieine entirely and have gone to re- 
side in Otego and take care of father and mther birdsall, 
whilst they live, if we should live so long. Father Birds-alls 
health is very poor, has not been able to dress himself much 
of the time for better than a year. Mothers health is pretty 
good and she in quite smart for one of her age (75yrs) the 
18th of last April. Father is 81 the 9th of November. We are 
pleasantly situated and enjoy ourselves very well. My health 
is much better than it was in practice. if I can't make Money. 
We milk 5 cows and expe€t another to come im before long. - 
Meke butter principally. Our crops look well except the grass 
is light - pastures are rather short as it has been too dry - 
But now we have had a very fine r@in which has soaked the 
ground - We shall be much confined at home and therefore 
can give no assurance when we ean visit you —- Butwe should 
be glad to see some of you here as soon as consistent. Our 
fruit is eut eff by the frost. I ask you to write soon and 
after this we will correspond by letter quite often - Say once 


@ quater and be punctual. I shall write to my Friemnis in 
Claverack goon. 


J.D.Bancroft 


To Mrs. D,vid Bancroft, his mother 


July 25, 1845 


Henry Outhoudt Demarest, 

(father Capt. Demarest first Husband of Catharine Outhoudt) 

(she married second David Bancroft.) Her Demarest children are 
half brothers and sisters of Dr. John Demarest Bancroft) 


Dear Brother, 
Its a long time since we have seen each other - and whether 
we ever shall this side of the grave is known only to Him who 


hath appointed our times and directed our paths from the beginning. 


I have often calculated to make you a visit. But have been disap- 
pointed hitherto. I hope some to effect my wishes this fall 
or winter. But as I have in addition to the cares of my family, 
taken on the care of my wife's family who are quite aged and 
the old gent quite infirm, I do not feel very confident. 

Therefore I thought to write you to let you know that I 
often thought of you, and the more frequent as I have so very 
few kin. I have no father, mother, brother, sister, uncle, aunt 
or cousin living. You are the only surviving half brother on 
my mothers side. Father by his second wife left five sons, one 
since dead, and a daughter. I have not been to see them since 
1840. I was recently looking over some old papers and came across 

the names of father's family printed and thought I would attach 
| the date of their birth to them and was surprised to find that 
I had a record of all his children, I had not the date of his 
birth and death. But I found a letter to our mother stating 
the death of your father and I thought I would send it to you. 
But if the wish to know it should intrude upon your mind you 
would not feel as unpleasant as I did. 

Your father died at St. Anestatia, Febr. 18, 1795 and was 
buried there in a decent manner. I quote this from a letter 
from New York by Benjamin Van Ordan dated March 28, 1795 and 
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addressed to Mrs. Catharine Demarest. 1 also find on a thick 
leaf of old fashioned paper, which I suppose mother cut out of 
an old clasp Dutch Bible in which I remember having looked at 
pictures. The following record is in your fathers hand writing 
1779 Nov. 22, was I and my wife Caty, the daughter of Henry 
Outhoudt married. 

1781 May 14, About 5 oclock in the afternoon was my son born 
called Henry Outhoudt Demarest, baptized the 24th inst. by Rev. 
John Schaneman. Witnesses Henry Outhoudt and his wife Nettie. 
1783 May 19 about 4 oclock in the afternoon was my daughter Nettie 
born, baptized May 25th. 


1800, I was born (John Demarest Bancroft, P.M.B.) May 24th. 
All of mother's children were born in May. 


On the oposite side of the sheet I find the following in 
the hand of grand father OOthoudt. "1760. Fecember 24th 
(translated from the Dutch) was I and my wife Nettie the 
daughter of Martin Van Buren joined in the married state. 


1761, Oct. 17, is my wife delivered of a son *-- baptized 
by Rev. Schuneman. 


1763 Nov. was my daughter Catharine born and baptized 

by Rev. Schuneman. Witnesses Volchert Oothoudt and Bachel 
Van Driesen 

1793, Dec. 18, about the eighth hour in the morning 
Nettie the wife of Hendrick Oothoudt died in the 67th 

year of her life. 


(See the copy of the original for the Dutch version, P.M.B.) 


Albany, New York 
Aug.29, 1845 


Mr. John D. Bancroft, 


Dear sir, Being at Clavack a few days since, I had the plea- 
sure of reading your letter, dated July 25th, to my grandfather, 
Henry 0. Demarest, and was requested by the family to answer 
it. (I am Eisie Anns oldest son, engaged as a clerk in a lumber 
business here). They were much gratified to hear from you. 
My grandfather was taken about three weeks since with a severe 
attack of diarrhea, have been feeble for some months previously, 
it reduced him very fast. On Friday morning last week I received 
a letter from father who was at Clavach informing me of his 
Sickness. I reached his residence Wednesday p.m. A letter from 
my employer called me from his bedside. Last evening I read 
a letter from mother informing me that he died at 7:30 Wednesday 
evening, Aug 2/th, a few hours after I left. The funeral was 
to take place today at 11:00 a.m., after which his remains were 
to be conveyed to Jefferson to repose beside his partners till 
the arch angels trumpet shall sound. The absence of both members 
of our firm, S. J. Barnard and son, prevented me from going down. 
He had been feeble for some time. In the early stages of his 
terminal illness he was delerious for 15 hours. From that time 
he was sensible to the last. His cough was severe and at times 
brought up blood. He lingered along and took very little nourish- 
ment, at times refusing everything, at times take a little cold 
water or at intervals take crackers and tea. He did not speak 
loud but once after I saw him. It was very difficult to get 
from him what he wished. His voice was very low and indistinct. 
It was truly distressing to see him suffering with pain which 
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Sympathizing attentions could not alleviate. He answered our 
inquiries relative to his willingness to leave this world in 
the affirative 8 days before his death. He prayed audibly for 
a half hour or more for his children and so forth. He has we 
trust exchanged the duties of a Christian soldier on earth for 
the unfailing laurals of heaven and gone from a place in the 
vinyard here to a seat at Christ's right hand where sin can no 
more clog communion with his God. Would be glad to hear from 
you any time and would be much pleased to have you visit them. 
Yours Respectfully, 
Henry D. Crane 
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Knoxville, Ill. 
Sept. 2, 1845 
Dear Mary, (Mary Ann Martin, his sister) 

In imagination, as I read your letter, I saw lois 
banging away at the old loom, while the cheeses in length- 
ening row stretch themselves in the new cheese room. The 
mixed gray wool with mother treading and sweating at the 
big wheel all stand out. ----- : ; 

.I received from the Home Mission Society $60., 
subscribed locally $100. As to what I'need most, it is 
hardly fair I should trouble you. ---- But as the 
Master I serve owns all the world I hope to receive from 
him by some means, a horse, saddle and bridle, a good 
warm cloak to protect me from the prairie winds, a pair 
of boots size 74, vest, Pantaloons, silk handerchief, etc. 
About your coming; I need your company, watch, care and 
advice. .The west needs your influence as a bold active 
Christian. Hundreds of ignorant children need your aid 
as an instructor, thousand straggling wandering urchins 
call on you to gather them into the Sunday School and 
point them to the Savior who died for them. You are 
needed much there and more here. You will not get rich 
by coming but you may do good. Tell Llois to come with 
you, this is a better country to live in than New York. 

I am about to get married. I know a fine girl, moth- 
ing extra, plain good sense, no education, no blandish- 
ments, no deceits, no pewter, not a red cent, good form, 
fine head phrenologically, brim full of love, and best of 
all a humble Christian. Well? What about it? 

I do not Know where I shall go another year. I mean 
to apply as an itinerant in this country. 

Dr. Marsh is getting a large practice and we need 
another botanic in the county. I wish Dr. Mobbs would 
come on. 

Tell Azel to write me a line. I have sent a paper 
to Irene. I wish father and others would come out. 

Its a cold time in religion. Pray for us. Excuse 
this nervous scrawl and keep it Sub Rosa. 

S.S. Martin. (Samuel Sanford Martin) 
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Memerbs of the Second Baptist Church of 


Otegzgo 
Joined Males Females 
1779 John Birdsall Charlottec Burdick 
1783 Wm. Shepherd Harriett Birdsall 
1779 Wm. H. Birdsall Tabitha Burdick 
1834 Thomas Blace Abigail Burdick 
1838 Thomas Burdick Cynthia Place. 
1843 David Yager Lusanna Pierce 
1844 Edmond Emmmons Mary Birdsall 
Thomas Burdick Matty Ann Pierce 

1845 John D. Bancroft Eliza Harris 

Laura Brrdsall Bancroft 

Rebecca Ann Harris 


John Birdsall Jr. died in 1850. At this time Dr. John D. 
Bancroft sold his interest in the Birdsall farm and moved 
on a farm near Afton, (later called South Bainbridge). 
This farm was described as a narrow strip a mile long 
extending back from the Susquehanna River. It was in 

this home that Mary Catharine was born and Mrs. Birdsall 
died. They may have moved for a time to a farm in Greene 
County, N.Y., but finally moved back to the old home in 
Harpursville. 


~ 
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Oscar Bancroft student in Franklin acad 
wrote essays on the following subjects. 
1. Making good use of time. (The improvement of 
<e Decision making 
3. The native Indian 
4. The seasons. 
Seer ecrer bo a triedd’. 
6. Poetry - The Brides Farewell. 
7e Poetry = Silver moon 
8. On profane language. 
Oo, Poetry - speak Gently 
10 Justyfication of Hanging murderers. 
11.Avarice. 
12 Benevolence. 
£3. Thought 
14 Intemperance. 
15 Duelling 
16 Wome's rights. 
17 The memoir of a Tea Box. 
18 Speech og Colnel Screw. Imagination 
+9 Personal Freedom 
20 Crusade against vice - Intemperance, burnin 
£1 Man is never contented. 


B.D.Bancroft, Waterville Academy 
1. Poetry - The Indian Hunter, 


Jan. 1, 1846 


An Article of Agreement by and between John Smith, Nathan Birdsall, 
and William Shepherd of the Town of Otego, Otsego Co., N.Y. of 
the first part and trustees for the erection of a bridge across 
the Susquehannah River in the Town aforesaid opposite the Inn 
of Royal Shepherd and the subscribers unto the article inhabitants 
of the town and vicinity of the second part. 


Witnesseth - That the said party of the first part do agree to 
erect or see to the erection of a good lattice bridge on the 
before mentioned site after the abutments are in. Said bridge 
to be built in good workmanlike manner; of good materials and 
well painted and said party of the first part do agree to see 
that the money, work and lumber, etc. subscribed on a subscription 
bearing the date of Jan. 1, 1846, put up for the purpose of erect- 
ing said bridge is expended to the best advantage, and the said 
Subscribers being the said party of the second part do agree 
to pay to the said party of the first part in proportion to the 
amount we have subscribed on the before mentioned subscription 
for all that may be or shall be expended by them for the erection 
of said bridge over and above what they are able to collect on 
the aforemention subscription. 
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June 1, 1846 


Dr. John D. Bancroft 
Otego, N.Y. to Mr. Crane. 


Dear sir, 

I had an interesting visit with our friends in Clavarack. 
Had the pleasure of meeting John Henry at Edwards. I had a time 
getting home with my wagon through the deep snow. The time was 
when I could say with the plaintive bard "when the kiss of charity 
goes around, there is no kiss alas for me." Now I have friends 
both far and near but above all I have in a friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother. And how it invigorates my heart that 
SO many of my kindred and friends have an alike faith. My visit 
to you all has been like the renewing of my days. The presents 
we received have been pleasant remembrances and gave much satis- 
faction. The case of instruments was just the thing for Oscar 
and he prizes it the more highly as a present from his New York 
cousins. But perhaps none has taken more satisfaction than little 
Demarest with his little wooden trooper. And the most intrinsi- 
cally valuable gift is Jays Exercises. It is all we could wish 
as a remembrance because it will recall absent friends to mind 
every day of the year. 

A time of family devotion, its doctrines and sentiments 
are right, being founded upon scripture. 

We are all enjoying good health at present. Oscar, (Wm. 
Oscar Bancroft) has not been very rugged this spring since he 
left the Academy. I have enjoyed myself pretty well. Have had 
good success in getting my spring crops in. It has been a beauti- 
ful growing season. The Temperance Movement has not succeeded 
in this town as we could wish. Although we rejoice in its 
triumphs in other parts of the State. But prayers, earnest, 
importunate prayers should now ascend from every Christian, every 
family alter, and every devoted heart. 
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Give my love to all the members of your family and to all 
our friends as you have opportunity. How Elsie Ann reminded 
me of her sainted mother. 

Yours Js ep. 


To Daniel Crane. 
Old Demarest Log book. 


Smithville Flatts 


July 8, 1846 


Dear Doctor Bancroft, 

How can I tell you what I must tell? The companion of my 
youth, the mother of my children sleeps in death in Michigan. 
She will no longer divide the sorrows or increase the joys of 
life only by the remembrance of what she once was. May those 
who have pained or afflicted her life find mercy with God at 
death. 

She left our dwelling on Friday, June 19, and started next 
morning from the Flatts for Rome in Oneida County. I accompanied 
her to that place where, after seeing her on the boat, left her 
and returned home. The week before the meetings at your place, 
I expected then to be at your house without fail. She wished 
me to give her best respects to sister Bancroft. She arrived 
at her brothers the 3rd day of July and on the 12th at one pm. 
took her departure from a world of sorrow and entered upon an 
eternal sabbath of rest and my greatest desire is to be prepared 
to meet her where parting will never again occur. John is with 
her and is still in Michigan. I intend to start soon if means 
can be reached to bring him home if I find him living. Mrs. 
Miller had her grave clothes made and carried them with her. 
Death to her had lost its sting. She had been i11] with coughing 
pain in her chest and had lost so much weight. She lived three 
weeks and one day after she left home. Her death was peaceful 
and calm with Christian resignation. 

I feel the need of prayers of those who have interest at 
the Throne of Grace. The strongest cord that binds me to earth 
is severed. The greatest earthly comfort I have ever had or 
expect to have is gone. But I thank God for the precious loan 
afforded me so long and hope I may profit by her counsel and 
reap the benefit of her prayers so long and so fervently offered 
in my behalf. She was very sick going to the lake and it 


253 


254 


terminated in diarrhea the winding up of the consumption. She 
had the best of medical aid, but her time had come and no human 
Skill could stay the hand of death. I regret I could not have 
been there to attend her in her last hours and to have heard 
the last whisper of peace as it dropped from her quivering lips, 
and witness her triumph over death through the blood of the Lamb. 
I have no home to call my own. I have broken up housekeeping. 
I hope it may be my privilege to meet her where the smile of 
a Saviors approbation will constitute a large portion of that 
joy which is known in its fullness only in heaven and enjoyed 
by none but God's chosen people. I will be at your house as 
soon as convenient. I want to see the bretheren in Colesvill. 
May the Lord bless you. 
John J. Miller. 


Clavarack, N.Y. 
Sept. 14, 1846 


Dr. John D. Bancroft 


Dear Sir, 

I am happy that you enjoyed your visit with us at Clavarack. 

Elsie Ann my wife, Henry my oldest son, Willie and our two 
little daughters are here. Edward and Thomas are attending school 
at the Hudsan Academy. 

Eleanor Demarest is to be married tomorrow to a Mr. Ellsworth 
Miller the son of a neighboring farmer, which makes a good match 
except one thing. I may be rather Puritanic but my thinking 
is that a Disciple of Christ has no business--to form a connexion- 
-with one who is an enemy of our best friend. We hope she will 
have a good influence over her friend. John Henry and wife are 
here.----- Edward Demarest. 

Trust you will make us a visit next fall.------- 


Yours with much esteem, 
D. Crane. 
The Old Demarest Naval Log 


November 1846 


Wm. Oscar attended the Delaware Literary Institute in Franklin, 


Delaware Co., N.Y. 
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Samville, I11. 
April 26, 1847 


Dear Sister, 

We are well, Flora seven months old tomorrow weighed 14 
pounds. She is a marvel. So small, so healthy, so smart,so plump, 
so spritely, and so sweet. You know the old adage about the 
crows segacious judgement on the color of her fledglings, etc. 

I was some sorry and some glad to hear of the mob at old 
No. 12. The same thing was tried on the Anti-Masons there. But 
it did not crush them. In former days abolitionists were mobbed 
in the west, however we kept dark and said nothing, for every 
stale egg thrown by the mob hatched a liberty chicken. Mobocrats 
Saw how it worked after while and stopped out of spite. 

I was glad to hear of the mob when I thought of the right 
impetus it must give the cause. Don't prosecute them. But go 
on with your meetings, talk, argue and debate. Spread the truth, 
be fearless, be Christlike. The truth must prevail. Stick to 
one idea. It is the idea of the age. 

Liberty, what a glorious watch word. There are other great 
questions in the political world but none so great as this. 
The man who stoops now to argue free trade or any other petty 
question, is like him who finding a lion entrenched in his parlor 
calls in his neighbor to assist in his extermination, wishes 
each man to engage to kill all the noxious vermin on the premises. 
One wishes to kill the dogs, another the cats, the third hates 
the rats and mice and a fourth will not lift a finger unless 
snakes are included. So while the matter is being debated the 
lion is feasting on the children. Kill the lion first. 

Our election for delegates to convention to revise the con- 
stitution has just passed. We are beaten in this county by 40 
votes. Yet both Whigs and Democrats are united against us. 
Our candidate is the brother of the murdered LoveJoy. The vote 
in the precinct stood Liberty 70, Democrats 18, Whigs 13. But 
what if the Liberty votes never arrive at a majority. No matter, 
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I say, if we drive the other party to elect men who will abolish 
Slavery. Don't forget the devil carried the first missionary 
to Rome and supported him there for two whole years. Of course, 
we would have done nothing if the church was inactive. So let 
the friends of the slave be up and doing. And He who controls 
the wrath of devils and men will bind their strength to the care 
of reform and no matter how much it may be against their will, 
they shall help to swell his onward momentum till “Liberty shall 
be proclaimed through all the land." 
We will move this week, only a mile, but I dread it. 
Love to all, Sanford. 


Sangerfield, N.Y. 
May 23, 1847 


Mr. Wm. Oscar Bancroft, 
Otego, Otsego Co., N.Y. 


Dear Nephew, 

I received your letter last night. I am happy to hear you 
are enjoying yourself as well as you are and progressing in your 
Studies. You say you are in the old stone building. Here I 
am on this old mountain yet, all alone. Not much going on but 
hard labor. Once in a while go off three or four miles to meeting 
or something of the kind. I commenced working the day you left 
and have followed it up ever since. Consequently I have not 
visited as much as I talked of. I get rather lonesome once in 
a while but I get up and go to work full slivers. I wish once 
in a while I could be down there for a while and see the folks 
if nothing else. The weather is very warm and dry. Rained some 
yesterday. The weather previous to that was wet and cold and 
backward. Could not do anything hardly. Consequently rather 
backward about spring work on the hill. Plum trees are white 
with blossoms. Apple and cherrie trees are beginning to blossom 
fast. I am digging in hard to get done planting so to rest and 
visit. I have got our corn planted and sowing most done. A 
few potatoes to plant and a small piece to plow for buckwheat. 

Have been to Uncle Davids once. Mother has been to Uncle Robs 
for a week. Ira, Leonard and Eliza send respects to all enquiring 
friends. We found your knife and handkerchief soon after you 
left. Tell Henry and Warren they should come up for a visit. 

Give my love to all enquiring friends. 

Yours Truly 
B.D.Bancroft 


259 


260 


May 29, 1847 


John Bancroft 
Otego Village 
County Otsego, N.Y. 


To the Honourable John "Bancroft" 


I must inform you that we are all well and that our neighbor 
Henry Olendorf lays on the point of death. Hoping these few 
lines will find you and your family in good health, now I would 
say to you and your "cutting machean" is redty and was redty 
some time ago. Excepting the nails to put on the strap I had 
to go to Binghamton to get them and it is now "redty" and in 
a few days have it at my "Lords" if it is in my power and if 
a team can be had. If not you drive up. I suppose you have 
"Jurned" that I have "“Lublickly" and "Openly" and "won me aboli- 
Shonist with grad many others". Elder Erl is a warm one the 
voats wen in the balit bx last Town meating and now let us hold 
fast to our integrity till we gane the victory, until slavery 
and Opresion is dun away with the Lord help." 

Colesville 
John 


Dr. John D. Bancroft 
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Otego, N.Y. 
Nov. 5, 1847 


Sire 
I have been informed by Dr. Bronson of Windsor that he has 

again sent money for me to you and I suppose you applied it, 
for my benefit, in paying taxes on my land. I enclose two dollars 
for you to use for your self in part payment for the trouble 
you may have inured on my account. You will please write me 
on receipt of this and state what is the situation with my matters 
and how soon I must remit more money to you and how much. 

Yours, etc. 

J.D.Bancroft 


From the old Demarest nautical log which he used as a copy book, 
Pee Bs 


ca 1847 


Wm.Oscar attended a "Select school", a private school, 
where he wrote an essay on "The change of the seasons. 
This school in Otego. 
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Otego, N.Y. 
Jan. 1, 1848 


Dear Cousin, 

I wish you a happy New Year. Having a little leisure time 
today, I thought I could not improve it better than by directing 
a few lines to you. Been over the river about two weeks with 
my cousin Martin Shepherd visiting the school. I had the pleasure 
of reading your letter to cousin George and was pleased to learn 
that you were enjoying health and so many other blessings of 
a merciful God who is slow to anger and of great kindness. But 
why have you not written sooner. I would like to know how you 
are getting along with your new business, how you like the country 
and the folks. I presume you have been informed about the death 
of my little brother Edward D. Bancroft. Now I have neither 
brother or sister. But I consider all these affliction as sent 
by an all Wise Providence to teach us the vanity of all earthly 
things and teach us to look to heaven for happiness, where sick- 
ness and sorrow, pain and death can never come. He died November 
30th of congestion of the lungs, aged 4 years. Uncle William 
Birdsall preached the funeral sermon. We buried him a Harpurs- 
ville beside his two little brothers. 

There is a Select School taught in this place, which I at- 
tended. My cousins Martin Shepherd and Milla Birdsall board 
with us and attended school. I study algebra, Latin, Grammer 
and Virgil. Your cousin Nathan Shepherd was married November 
30th to a Miss Lucinda Lewis at Sand Hill and the next day they 
started for Cooperstown in a wagon. You recollect how Albert 
Shepherd had some trouble with his father and ran away. He went 
to Paris, Oneida County and worked for a short time and then 
started direct for Wisconsin where he worked for a man for a 
year and then married a girl by the name of Catharine Harry and 
then came back. His father is sick with inflammation of the 
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lungs. He is in dangerous condition. William and Almira are 
well and full of mischief. Almira is up to Nathan Pierces this 
winter and had knit a pair of sox for herself. William lives 
at home and goes to school. 
Grandmother asked me to tell you to remember your father's 
counsels. Our folks all join me in sending you their respects. 
William QO. Bancroft. 


to John A.J.Birdsall 


Otego, N.Y. 
Jan. 5, 1848 


Dear Cousin, Having a little leisure time today I thought I could 
not improve it better than by addressing a few lines to you. 
I suppose that you without doubt have been informed of the death 
of my little brother, E. P. Bancroft. An all wise God has again 
seen fit to afflict us and I am again, as it were alone in the 
world having neither brother or sister. But I consider all these 
afflictions as sent by an all wise God to teach the vanity of 
all earthly enjoyments and teach us to look to heaven for hap- 
piness, where sorrow, pain and death can never come. He died 
the 30th day of November of congestion of the lungs, aged 4 yrs 
and 3 days. My uncle, the Rev. H. Birdsall preached the funeral 
sermon. 

There is a select school taught in this place by a Mr. Sumner 
converse from the Town of Butternuts. Formerly the principle 
of the Academy at Elmira. He says that I.H.Demarest's boys went 
to school to him. He is an excellent teacher and we have as 


good a school as we could wish for. I study Algebra, Latin Grammer 


and read Virgil. And am paying some attention to Greek. We 
have had but very little sleighing as yet. We have had mud in 
abundance and the ground is so my father plowed in the middle 
of December. Business is rather dull about here at present. 
Pork is selling at $5.00 cwt. Wheat at 10/ a bu., Corn and Rye 
at 5/ Wheat flour at $7.00 a barrel. I should like to have you 
write me and tell me how you get along with your studies. What 
is going on of any importance in the great City of New York. 
I know you do not have much time to spend in letter writing but 
if you could manage to write a few lines to me at odd moments 
it would be a great gratification to me. Words cannot express 
the pleasure that I enjoyed in my visit to your excellent parents 
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and I feel very thankful toward all of your kind endeavors to 
make my visit a pleasant one. We had a pleasant journey home 
and we found all of our friends enjoying usual health, except 
my grandfather who was unwell but soon got better. But he is 
old and feeble and we cannot expect him to enjoy very good health. 

I should like exceedingly well to have any of your folks to 
write me a letter and if they wish it, I will endeavor to answer. 
Mother has been quite unwell for a number of weeks past. A cousin 
of mine is sick with western fever. His life is despaired of. 
Give my love to all your fathers family and to Mr. Curries, and 
to Ellen and Elizabeth in particular. 


Yours truly 
Wm. O. Bancroft 
Edward P. Crane 
from Large Arithmetic work book. 


Auburn, N.Y. 
Jan. 14, 1848 


Wm. QO. Bancroft 
Otego, Otsego Co., N.Y. 


My dear Cousin, 

I received your letter yesterday and was much pleased to 
hear from you and my friend and teacher Berthier. (Berthier Ban- 
croft, Oscars Uncle, but near Oscars age) You write that you 
are attending school and it is a good school. I hope it will 
be the means of helping to get a good education, which is a thing 
which if I get, I must obtain by my own endeavors for without 
any assistance from any of my friends who (though able to educate 
their own children) cannot spare enough to assist a poor orphan 
in obtaining what is and ever has been him most ernest wish to 
obtain. And not only his but he think it was his fathers wish. 
You wrote that Demarest is dead and that you are as it were alone, 
in this case I most sincerely grieve with you. I know what it 
is to lose those who are near and dear. And altho I know not 
what it is to be alone without a brother or sister in the world, 
yet I know what it is to lose near and dear friends and with 
those friends to what would have been my portion, my assistance 
in getting an education. 

Auburn is a pretty little place of about 9,000. The County 
seat of Cayuga Co. with a state prison. It has seven churches 
and eight taverns and a museum. I am enjoying good health. 
Give my love to my friends and tell them to write. 

John A. J. Birdsall 
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January 19, 1848 
Otego, Otsego Co. 


Paine C. Parker, Esq. 

Enclosed find $20.00, please pay my deliquent tax before 
the land is sold. Please indicate how much more, if any, will 
be required to clear that land and compensate you for your services. 
Do you wish to administer that property for Mr. Bennett to whom 
I have sold it. 

very truly yours, 
John D. Bancroft 


Otego, N.Y. 
Jan. 24, 1848 


Mr. Ham 
Dear Sir, 


By the request of your daughter in law, Catharine Shepherd, 
I write to inform you of her circumstances. Her health is not 
very good but this has not prevented her from writing but she 
sorrows and mourns over the death of her husband, your son, who 


departed this life this morning, a few minutes after twelve o'clock 


of bilious or Western fever. He died in the triumph of faith. 
And she appears anxious to become acquainted with the Savior. 
They arrived in this place Thursday the 26 of November. Albert 
was taken down Wednesday, December 8 and Catharine has been his 
constant attendant. So that, oltho she often wished to write 
you she could not. And now she is too much depressed with sorrow 
with watching and the effects of an Auge in her face to write 
immediately. But she intends to write soon. She sends her tender- 
est gratitude to her loved and honored parents who are doubly 
dear to her in her affliction and sorrow. She wishes her parents 
to be informed that she has found sympathetic friends in this 
distant land. I would say to you she has endeared herself to 
Albert's friends for her kindness and perservering attention 
to him and for her general good deportment. Be assured her every 
want will be supplied and every attention will be paid to allevi- 
ate her sorrow. She cannot come to you till spring and she will 
correspond with you before that time. She wishes you to write 
immediately and direct to her at Otego, Otego Co. N.Y. 


Yours etc, 
J.D.Bancroft 


Old Demarest Naval Log. 
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Account book 
Otego New York 
March 1, 1848 
To the Hon. Supt. of Common Schools of the State of New York, 
Dear Sir, 

I am well aware that your patience must be frequently tried 
on account of the many unnecessary and sometimes frivolous letters 
you receive. But I have been requested to write you a statement 
of the facts in reference to an appeal from the Town dated 28 
ult. from District number 3 signed by John Birdsall and Horace 
Knapp - The course is taken because the aforesaid trustees refuse 
to permit the said Shepherd to make a counter statement in con- 
nection with their appeal. It is true that the said Shepherd 
id wnot scertinyeeto his,*2 25succession® inl'offices ate’ rne 
expiration of his term the amount of money received, etc. for 
it has not been customary in this District or in fact in the 
adjoining Districts to do so. It is my opinion that no exceptions 
would have been taken in the premises - had not - the parties 
become offended - but they would have waited till they wished 
to make their annual reports and then assert the facts necessary 
as is the custom in the most of the districts in this section 
- But further said Shepherd, as soon as he assertained what was 
required of him and why he was persecuted went to the Dept. Supt. 
and obtained the necessary minutes and left them with the said 
trustees, 14 days previous to the time for making their annual 
report - And guaranteed to the District their money and to 
indemnify the District from any loss and to pay the expense 
already incurred with the understanding that it should be a final 
settlement. I would certify that the said Shepherd is abundantly 
able to make good his guarantee - It is true, Sir, that it is 
very desirable and would save much contention and trouble did 
every officer follow out the letter of the law but the most of 
men are not this particular and we cannot get them to conceive 
it necessary. These individuals who are now so apparently 
tenacious of the letter of the law have not always been so 
scrupulous. Mr. Birdsall has acknowledged having kept over the 
amount of library money from one year to another and told the 
District that they were able to continue their summer school 
- because he has $5.21 in his hand that could be used and it 
was thus used. But he would not tell what money it was. Also 
he has now sworn that it was library money. The aforesaid Mr. 
Knapp is a hard drinker, is considered to be very medlesome, 
a mischief maker. 


Respectfully yours, 


J.D.Bancroft. 


P.S. The peace loving members of this community would feel very 
much aggrieved if he wishes to keep up (Mr. Knapp) this constant 
contention. This is probably the reason why the Dept. Supt. 
would not attend to the wishes of Mr. Knapp and Mr. Birdsall 
as testified by Mr. Broad foot. 


Triangle, N.Y. 
April 11, 1848 


William 0. Bancroft 
Otego, Otsego County, N.Y. 


Fellow School mate, 

According to the proposal you made respecting writing to 
each other for our improvement I now seat myself to say a few 
words to you. Not by telegraphic dispatch but by mail. 

I feel myself very deficient in composition. As practice 
tends to make perfect, by practice only can we improve. When 
I came home I intended to write soon but partly from negligence 
and partly for want of time I have put it off till I feel quite 
guilty for not complying more punctually. Now, Oscar, if you 
will pardon my negligence, I will try to be more faithful in 
the future. 

What are you doing now days, Are you at school and if not 
do you intend to go and where. I have studied Algebra and so 
forth since I came home. I understand and like it the more I 
Study it. Have you seen Mr. Converse since school was out. 
Please give my regards to Elizabeth and Charles Smith. 

Now, Oscar, if you think this worthy of an answer I would 
be gratified to receive one. Please write. 

Yours truly 
H. Morse 
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kecouat dook Otego New York 

March 1, 1°48 
To the Hon. Supt. of Common Sehools of the State of New York, 
Dear Sir, 

I am well aware that your patience smst be frequently tried 
on aecount of the many unecessery exc gome tines frivolous letters 
you receive. But I have beem requested tc write you a statement 
of the facts in reference to em appeal from the Towr dsted 28 ult. 
from Dietriet mumber 3 signed by Johm Bircsall and Horece Kmarr - 
This course ie taken because the aforesaid trustees refuse to permit 
the s-id Shepherd to make a counter statemert in comrection with 
their appeal. It is true thet the csaid Shepherd did mot certify 
to hig ___ + gucession in office, at the expiratiox of kis term 
the anount of money received, etc. for it hag mot beem customary 
im this District or iz fact ir the adjoinixs Dietricts to do go. 

It is my opirior that mo exceptions would have beer taker ix the 
premises — hed mot - the parties becove offended - but they would 
have waited till they wished to make their amnual reports and then 
aesert the facts necessary as is the custom in tre most of the 
Gistricts im thig section — Rut further ssid Shepherd, as g00n as 
he sesertained what was required of him and why h* was persecu*ed 
went to the Dept. Spt. and obtained the necessery minutes &na 
left them with the said trustees, 14 days previous to the time 
for making their amusl report — Axd gusmantted tc the District 
their momey end to indemmify the District from any losserc to pay 
the experse already incured with the undergtandine tha+ it should 
be a final settlement. I would certify that the said Sherherd 
is abundently able to meke good his susrentee - It ig true, Sir, 
that it is very desirable szd would save much contention ard trou- 
ble did every officer follow out the letter of the law but the moet 
of mex are mot this particular and we cannot £et them to conceive 
it to be necessery. These individuals who sre mow eo spvarently 
tenacious of the letter of the law have rot alweys beex so ascrup- 
ulous. Mr. Birdsall hes acknowledged having kept over the amount 
f library money from one year to another anc tcoid the Distrct 
that they were able to comtime their sumter school - beesuse he 
had $5.21 in his hend thet could be used and it was thus used. 
Fut he would mot tell whs+ muey it was. Also he hee now sworr 
that it wee library money. The aforesaid Mr. Kaapp ir e hard 
drimker, ig congicered to be very medlesome, e mischief msker. 


Resreetfully yo:rs 
J.D.Baucroft. 


F.S. The pesce loving members of this community would feel very 
much agegrievea if he wishes tc keep up (Mr, Knepo) this constant 
contention. This is probably thereasor why the Dept. Supt. 
would not attend to the wishes of Mr. Kmapp an? Mr. Birdesll 

s testified by Mr. Broad foot. 


June 16, 1848 
Samville, I1]l. 
Dear Sister, 

I will not try to give you a deguerreotype representation 
of my present situation for I am not good at painting. We moved 
into our new house yesterday. Myra is about tired to death and 
Sick with a head ache. The baby has a sore mouth and Flora has 
gone to sleep on a blanket on the floor. 

Last week Myra and I and George went to Ottowa to the Asso- 
ciation. Had a fine ride and a fine meeting and a safe return. 

We have no good school house in Samville. But I will see 
that one is built if you come to teach. Samville is growing 
a little. A Bishops palace has been built which, all things 
considered is a little the finest building I ever saw. 

I wish Azel would come back provided he could be healthy. 
His sickness here does not prove he would be sick if he were 
to try it here again. Myra was so sick at the time that he suf- 
fered for want of care. I know something of the feelings with 
which your mind turns toward the west. To you it is a land of 
terror, filled with miasma, rattle snakes and graves. True our 
mother finished her earthly cares by her journey west. My own 
heart sickens when I think of that dreary, dreary return journey 
with all of its aggravated horrors to her aching head. But it 
is easy now. It rests on that bosom that drives away all pain, 
fear or care. It is some consolation to you all as well as to 
us that she lived to get home to die in the bosom of her family. 

I do not recollect that I have written one word to father on 
the subject of mother's death, I cannot do it. My feelings are 
too acute. And he knew her and loved her better than any of 
us can. 

I am astonished how seldom we write to each other. 

Father and mother Palmer have gone east on a visit. You 
may see them at Colesville. Their relatives live in Exeter and 
Otsego County. I got a letter from them this week. They were 
then on the canal near Montezuma. Had a properous time on the 


Lakes. 
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Our meeting house, “makes haste slowly. I have $129 sub- 
scribed for my support here. I fear that while I am laboring 
to obtain food and clothes for my family many precious souls 
in my field will go sown into purdition. "How shall they hear 
without a preacher. I sometimes regret that I know how to work 
as well as I do. Some body would do it if I could not and might 
be visiting studying and preaching. I do love the work of the 
ministry, although my heart shrinks from the responsibility. 

Love to all 
Sanford. (Samuel Sanford Martin) 

His sister Mary Anne 30 yrs of age who married Marcus J. Blakeslee 
A sister of Clora Amanda Martin and daughter of Deacon Samuel 
Martin Jr. Myra is Almira Palmer, his wife. 

His mother had been visiting Samuel Sanford Martin, became sick 
and went home on a tedious and tiring rail and boat ride, and 
died after reaching home. 


Aug. 28, 1948 


Malinda (Crofut) Martin w of Samuel Martin 


Have long neglected to write. Irene was two years old last July. 
Elvira was maryd last May but what i wish to rite is the death 
of Lucius B. on the 18th of this month he was kicked by a horse 
leaving a large piece of scul and some brayns on the groud where 
he first fel he lived three day and but partially deranged. 
1842 March 15 Elvira had a son born cald him Martin, he lived 
but 93 months. 1843 April 10 the snow was two and a half feet 
deep in the woods, foder was very scarce the cattle strayed. 
September 1843 Sanford was ordained and went to Illinois was 
maryd to Almira Palmer Oct. 12 1845 

October 4, 1847 late spring. Our folks tapped the trees 

0; When will the wicked cease from troubling there was a meeting 
appointed last Thursday at our school house expecting a black 
and a white man from a distance to discuss the subject of equal 
rites and slavery and i suppose the proslavery party thought 
these things too had to come to lite so they raised a mob and 
surrounded the house in the first place some came in and commenced 
to talking loud and stamping and Singing. Others flung snow 
in the speakers face most of them went out and the door was closed 
but they broke it down and after all did not stop the lecture 


The spelling and lack of capitals are hers. She lived in a day 


when girls were seldom educated. 
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Lamorth, I11. 
June 23, 1848 


Miss Mary A. Martin 
Osborn, Hollow, N.Y. 


Dear Sister, 

I have tried to preach from the text of which you sent me 
a skeleton by brother Earle. Second Corinthians 8:9. The riches 
of the Lord Jesus Christ before his incarnation---. 


The riches we truly receive---------- 

Here is the great motive for Christian obedience, particu- 
larly the duty for giving. Let others enquire what they must 
do or what they may omit and get to heaven. ----- But their stand- 
ing and gazing at the cross till their whole soul is on fire 
exclaim with the poet,- 

Were the whole realm of nature mine 
It were a present far to small, 
Love so amazing, so divine 
Demands my heart, my life, my all. 


Samuel Sanford Martin 
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Dec. 3, 1848 
South Bainbridge. 


Dear Sir, 

I am on the point of selling my farm as I am not able 
to manage it to advantage. I should be giad to obtain an 
agency of of some kind on which I shall be able to support 
my family. Il have thought of obtaining an agency in fire 
insurance and at the same time act in procuring subscrip- 
tions for some publication in your city.. Now, sir, if 
you can assist me in procuring some business of this nat- 
ure you will oblige your friend. 


sincerely 
D. Crane. 
New York City. . John D. Bancroft. 


Samville, Ill. 
Nov. 4, 1848. 


Dear Sister C€lora, 

Since I wrote Irene I have been very sick, The chills 
came back on Monday, and I have been confined to the house 
ever since. They make me dreadfully sick when they come which 
is every other day now. 

Yesterday it snowed four inches. Myra and the children 
keep well enough although my illness throws a heavy burden 
on Myra. She does the work outdoors and in which is too much 
for her. 


Sincerely 
Clora Amanda Martin. 
Sanford (Samuel Sanford Martin) 
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Franklin, N.Y. 
23 Dec. 1848 


#510 To Dr. John D. Bancroft 
Dear Parents, 

There is a great number of scholars here this term. There 
are over fifty young ladies. Yesterday there were some 8 or 
10 cutters engaged in transporting the young ladies to the school 
and it made a lively time of it. The cutters flying back and 
fourth through the deep snow with the horses on the jump and 
the snow flying in every direction and last night they had a 
two horse sleigh and bob with a long box which they would stuff 
as full as it would hold. Mr. Converse took it upon himself 
to be chief manager and he appeared to be in his element. The 
prospect of good sleighing has made me hole sick and as school 
does not keep on New Years day, which comes a week from next 
Monday, if I felt able to hire a horse I should be tempted to 
drive down home Friday night after school and stay till Monday. 
But as I dont see much prospect of bringing that about, I want 
you to come up as soon as you can. I have been without pills 
for about a week and I am afraid I shall get too bad off if I 
go much longer. You probably recollect of my speaking of 
belonging to the Waterburian Society and of seeing their paper 
last term. It is going on quite prosperous this term. Mr. Kerr 
has taken it into his head to take quite an interest in its 
concerns and has suggested to some of the members that it should 
be best to have a library. He said he never knew of a literary 
society to stand a great while and proper, without their having 
a library. I oposed it until I saw that all the rest were being 
bent upon having one. And now I suppose I will have to give 
something or be considered stingy. If you think it best I would 
like to have you fetch along some suitable book when you come. 

I hardly know wheter we have anything suitable or not, I thought 
some of that small book, Goods Book of Nature. I will leave 
that to you. I have always hated to spare any of my books but 
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I don't know but I ought to now. You must forgive the manner 
in which this letter is written for there is so much noise going 
on my head is completely confused. I do not have time to copy 
it. You can't have no idea how I have been drove this term, my 
poor head aint strong enough or quick enough to get along as 
others do without study. I have had to work every night this 
term till after eleven o'clock and generally every morning before 
day light and all day beside. I have not looked inside a book 
to read a page unless it was a little while on Saturday or Sunday 
this term. My recitation of the day ends at 3:30 p.m. Then I 
study my Greek reader lesson until prayers, and then when I can 
get time to go and get supper and get back again it is dark. 

I then study Greek until 7 o'clock, then I look at my Virgil 
lesson with one of my classmates, which takes until 9:30. Then 
I study my grammer lesson and geometry until bed time. In the 
morning I study a different thing until after breakfast. I 
usually get up an hour before prayers to study Greek. After 
prayers I have an hour to get my latin lesson and look over my 
Virgil, then I recite my Virgil and immediately after that a 
latin grammer lesson. Then I have from 11:00 to 12:00 and from 
1:00 to 1:30 to finish my greek readers lesson adn get my Greek 
grammer. After I recite I have an hour to study Geometry, and 


how hard I have to study that hour, if I succeed in which I do 


not always do. 
Yours with affection, Wm. 0. Bancroft 


Otego, 1848. 
Dear Sir, 


I have recently received a paper (The Democratic 
Standard) in my mail containing a list of delinquent 


lamds in your county, in which there is advertised for 


sale a lot of 160 acres, charged to Daniel Farnham, 
range IE Township,6N; section 7 N.E. quarter. I have 
a deed from Daniel Farnham of Williams County dated 
Jan. 3, 1838., being the W.E. of section 7,, in Town- 
ship No. 6, north of Range No. 1, east, containing 
160 acres. Being the same entered in the recorder's 
office in Lima, Ohio, Nov. 18, 1836, William Black- 
burn receiver of which I also hold the script from 
the receiver's office. Dear Sir, I wish you to in- 
form me if that labd has been sold. Judge Payne C. 
Parker of St. Joseph has here to fore paid my taxes 
for me and I supposed til recently that my taxes had 
been paid up to 1847 as I had remitted money to Dr. 
Bronson of Windsor, Broome Co., N.Y. for the tax of 
1846. But the Judge informs me he took the money 
sent by Bronson to pay the Dr's tax and omitted noti- 
fying me that my tax had not been paid. If the land 
has been sold can I obtain a Sherifs deed and what 
will be the expense to redeem said land and obtain 

a deed over and above the taxes as stated in your 
advertisement? If I redeem the land can I or had I 
better obtain a deed direct from the U.S., as l 
suppose Farnham never obtained one, and if so what 
will be the expense? I enclosed $20. to Judge 
Parker Jan. 19, 1848 and have received no answer 
from him as yet. Dear Sr.. if you will knform me 
how my matters stand and advise me as to my best 
course, you will oblige a stranger. 


Yours, 
J.D.Bancroft. 


From the old Demarest Captain's log. 
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1848 


Know all men by these presence that we, John D. 
Bancroft and Henry F. Birdsall of Bainbridge 

and William H. Birdsall of Butternuts, Otsego Co., 
are held and firmly bound unto the Washington 
County Mutual Insurance Company in the sum of 
4500.00, lawful money of the U.S.A., to be paid 

to the said company or their successors or assigbs 
, with which painment well and truely paid, we 

j intly and severally bind ourselves, our heirs and 
executors and administrators firmly by these pres- 
sence sealed with our seal and dated day of 
year of our Lord 1848. 


The condition of this obligation is such, 


that when the bounden J.D.Bancroft has been 
apointed an agent of said company, ---,. 


from the old Demarest seamans log. 


Delaware Lit. Inst. 
Febr 4, 1849 
Dr. J.D.Bancroft. 
South Bainbridge, Chanago Co. N.Y. 
Dear Parents, 

I was thinking yesterday how glad I would be to see you. 
Yesterday morning I was busily engaged in writing a long composi- 
tion, as my room mate is editor this week, he thinks I must give 
him one. Went down to Mr. Porters with Mr. Kerr to get piano 
and other things. In the afternoon I was obliged to go look up 
some wood, which I finally got at Water's Store at the rate of 
12/ a cord for 4 ft. wood. Then I was obliged to get a horse 
and wagon to draw it over here, then to saw up enough to last 
till next Saturday. Then to the bible class at Mr. Kerr's in 
the evening. 

Changeable weather. One day very warm and next very cold. 
One day it will rain and next snow and hail and blow. I have 
caught a very bad cold or it has caught me. I have had the worst 
cough I can ever recollect having. It was not a coarse heavy 
cough like I have been used to having but a dry hacking cough 
that would seem as though it would tear my throat raw. I have 
been under the necessity of giving up my geometry but go into 
Mr Kerr's Astromony lecture instead. I must go to breakfast 
and finish this later. 

Sabbath afternoon, I have just returned from supper. I heard 
a sermon by Mr. Chittenden, an agent of the American Bible So- 
ciety. It was a good"begging" sermon. He preaches the same 
Sermon wherever he goes. 

I wish you could attend a bible class under Mr. Kerr. You 
cant think how interesting he will make things. In the course 
of this exposition last evening he brought up the question of 
Slavery. He appears to think that a man who has knowledge of 
the Bible can never be enslaved. He said also he never saw a 
man who sold ardent spirits that he considered to be a Christian. 
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I am nearly out of clean clothes. I wish you would bring 
me a cushon as I am afraid I will wear the seats of my clothes 
all out on these hard chairs. And I would like one of our chairs 
for they are so much easier to set in. Also a patent water pail 
for the water tastes so horrid from a tin one. Also a straw 
bed tick as the one I have is a poor one. 

We expect aman here in about a fortnight with a large apa- 
ratus to deliver a course of lectures on chemistry. Mr. Kerr 
SayS it will be a better oportunity for us than is afforded at 
most colleges in the United States. 

I think I get along as well with my studies as I could expect 
under the circumstances. I have gained a good deal in the lan- 
guages. Be sure to fetch up some cough drops. Excuse my mistakes 
as I have no time to copy it. I have wrote very fast. 

Your affectionate son 
Wm. O.Bancroft 


Youngwoman's Town 
7 Febr. 1849 
Mr. William 0. Bancroft. 
Franklin, Delaware County, N.Y. 
Carus Amicus, 

The long defered and long expected epistle at length arrived. 
Bringin with it many evidences of the sweetness of friendly inter- 
course. and reminding me of many pleasant hours spent in forming 
a pleasant alliance with your self. Until the present time our 
acquaintance has continued under’ pleasant circumstances. I 
estimate the relationship we stand into each other, that of 
friendship. I do not mean to blame you for not writing sooner. 

Your excuses are perfectly reasonable and I would be glad to 
plead similar ones for my neglect. But as we are in the same 
Situation we can appreciate each others difficulties, in the 
way Of keeping up a more lively correspondence. 

I am actively engaged in the duties of my school. Things 
are not moving on a very agreeable with me. I have a difficult 
school to manage to my notion. Yet I have no serious trouble 
with it. The greatest fault of my school is their heedlessness, 
which I suppose is common to all boys and girls. I and Ed. Hearter 
and LeRoy and Augustus and the rest of the gang were once guilty 
of. My time is busily employed so I have no time to devote to 
Study during the day. What little I get in the evenings will 
not help far in Science. For I believe it to be a mountain. 
We have no hills in this country. If it were right to wish for 
what we have not I would wish I were going to school with you, 
and could have the benefit of living instructors and companions, 
in the pleasant task of getting an education. How are you getting 
along. Who do you meet with that very much interests you? What 
are your prospects and designs about doing good and enjoying 
life? For my own part I cannot say that I have any particular 
design for the future regarding to a mode of getting a living 
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or my business in life. But my aim is to try to improve the pre- 
sent as well as I can. And follow the leadings of Providence. 
As to enjoying life, I firmly beleave there is no happiness except 
in religion and I believe that with in this the next thing to 
perfect happiness can be enjoyed even here. The Baptists have 
lately held a meeting here in which they have by the help of 
the Lord established a church of sixteen converts and prosylites. 
Rev. Mr. Miles and Mr. Young for the Jersey shore. Rev Mr. Young 
once in his boyhood held a protracted meeting on the Coles Hill 
or Martins Hill. Perhaps you know him. Is a good man I believe. 
I have become acquainted with him and esteem him very much. 
Your Friend. 
George R. Vosburg 


Samville 287 


Febr. 20,1849. 
Dear Sister, 


We are all tolerably well., I have a pretty sore mouth 
caused by a cold and a canker. I have written, written and 
written to different members of the family but can get no re- 
ply. We have not heard from any of you since last October. 
It is so long totyour despondent sick brother. My foot is e 
nearly.well. It~seems entirely healed but by being much exp- 
osed to the cold it is very tender and even sore. Once my 
features were familiar to you but by being exposed to the 
cold, sun and storms of Illinois have rought changes you lit- 
tle dream of People usually grow dark complected here. 

George: has.had a turn of reumatism. His lower limbs 
were lame and sore for two days. He refused to stand. He 
appears well now. He is all about.:the house and climbs in- 
to chairs. 

We have had a dreadfully severe winter for which I was 
poorly prepared owing to my sickness. I have nothing to feed 
my pony and cow and have nothing to buy with. 

- I am happy in the bosom of my little family. We saw 

a letter from Knoxville the other day. Folks all well. 
Alexander is to go to California. 

I have just skinned my eighth coon. 

Good night, 
Sanford (Samuel Sanford Martin) 
Mary A. Martin 
Colesville, Broome County, Nauxt 
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: ' Franklin Academy J 
Dear Parents, | March 3, 1849. 

As the time for the clese of the winter term has nearly 
arrived I thought I would improve this opportunity for writ- 
ing & ap lines to you. I have but very little time to write 
so I hope you will excuse my writing if it is not as good as 
you would like to have. I expect to have to take a part in 
the exhibition and if I do it will have to work very hard 
to learn it. ---. I have also to learn another piece, --- 
I commenced reciting in chemistry this week, with a class 
which studied it all term and is now reviewing it and alltho 
I have never studied it I think, without bragging, I recite as 
well as any in the class. Last Thursday I disagreed with Mr. 
Converse on one point and on referring it to Prof. Mathers, 
he decided I was right. Chemistry lectures are kept up al- 
most every evening, but I dont know but I am going to spoil 
my eyes looking so intently where there are so many bright 
lights. ---. He had the magnetic telegraph in operation. 

I would like to hsve you bring up my little pocket compas 

| so I can have it enaroed over again. I had a very short 
visit last Thursday from John Wilkinson. ---. I want you 
to bring that small leather trunk and carpet bag. Mr. 
Kerr's child has been so sick that he has been obliged to 
leave school for three days. ---. It was in great dis- 
tress and the doctor was afraid it was threatened with in- 
flammation of the brain,---. They sent to Delhi for a phy- 
sician,---. The remedy that they though effected the cure 
was ponatant/ application of water to his head, as cold as 
it could be made. ---. We finished the latin grammer for 
this term and we expect to finish virgil next week, [I went 


-- - 


~ 259.05 


March 5, 1849. 
Harpursville,N.Y. 


Dear Friend, 
ere is go-ing to be a great deal of Building here. 

Mr. Harmon Tyrell has bought the tavern stand and is going 
to build a large tavern on it. Mr. James B. Frasier is going 
to build a house on the other side of the mill pond. Mr. 
Edward Northrup is going to build a house on the north side 
of the Chapel. Mr. Converse is doing the work. Luke Dort 

is going to build a house on a lot on the side hill before 
the Chapel. ia Guy is going to build a house where the old 
one stands. aS he are going to build a bridge across down 

by the grist mil I believe that is all the building except 
for some barns and other out’ buildings.. We have had some 
excellent sleighing this winter. Last week I went up to 
Lewisville with Miss Avery, we had good sleighing going up 
but came home on bare ground. Edward sends his respects 

to you and says he would like to have you write him. He 
talks of going to school at Franklin. We will come up to 
South Bainbridge when you come home. Give my respects to 
Franklin and give him one of the enclosed cards. Town 
meeting has gone Democratic except for a few constables. 
There are a few foolish young men that have got the gold 
fever. H. G. Williams attends this spring and Robert Harper 
and Ted Northrup talk of going. The gold fever does not 
bother me. . 


Your Friend, 


“Arthur Vosberg 


Wm. O. Bancroft 
Franklin, Delaware Co, N. Y. 
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Delaware Lit. Institute. 
Dr. J.D.Bancroft . March 31, 1649. 
Dear Farents, 

Soon after you left I found 1 had *he key to Berthier's 
trunk. I thought he would be in a hurry for it, so 4m writing 
you. We heve eight boarders at Mr. Sullard's. Edgerton brought 
Mr. Scott's son and Mr. Lovejoy with him. 1 do not thin: it is 
hardly fair for Mr. Sullard to charge £/6 (#1.06) for board alone 
while he lets Mr. Hyde and Mr. Lyon heve board, washing, lodging 
rent lights and fuel for 11/ ( #1.32) ‘They have a room, carpeted 
with a cood stove, lounge chairs, their wood brought in and every- 
thing necessery. I have to pay 71.00 per term for room and have 
to furnish it all, buymwood and lug it up staire and furnish my 
own light. And last night Mr. Kerr said so much about the stufieris 
having such nastyrrocmg that today I went at it, washea the opil- 
ing with esheg and mopped the floor and if I havent hac a hardjob 

of it I don't know. Bdgerton has no knack at doine such thinzs. 
I am going to have a hard time again this term in keeping up with 
my classes. I only studied seometry half of last term, but Mr. 
Kerr put me in the advanced class, all of whom have studied twicé 
as much as I have. In the Hor*ce class all but two have read a 
Freat deal more Latin than I have. And th se two are very smart 
fellows. And in the Greek class all but one hes reed more than 
I have. It makes me feel discouraged and hom= sick. O how often 
I wish I could get into a buriness that would be better for me 
and easier. You dont know anything about how hard it is to have 
+o etudy so hard and be all the while in a feve- for you gshant 
be eble to gct along. Edgerton says hie father wants to set up 
an epothecary store, either in Binchamton or Deposit and wants 

to hare goue physician go> int~ partnership with him. He has 
had some talk about Yr. Jim Guy, but they have not come to any 
conclusion. I thought perhaps it would not co any hurt, for ypu 
to call and talk to Mr. Edgerton sbout it when you go to Harpurs- 
ville, you might make a bargain with him. I believe I will borr- 
ow a Greck lexicon. I hate to keep bdhying these large costly 
books, when it is go uncertain how long I shall want to use thm. 
Mr. Kerr thinks I should buy Scotts Greek Lexicon which is a 
larger and later work and will cost $4.50. You must excuse this 
letter for I am tired in a greet hurry. 

April 1 
P.S. Please brirg my gatin gtock (a collar or neck cloth, fitting 
like a band around the neck) if father doeg not wear it. I 
herly think I will be able to get my clothes ofer to Otego for 
Uncel Herry totake down. I have no time to go over nyself 
end 1 do not kmw of any chance to send them. If you cant 
come up goon 1 can get washing where Edgerton gets his for 
4 cents a week. The weather has been bad and the work hard 
which makes me homesick 
youre etc. 
W, Oscar Bancroft. 


New York City 
April 28, 1849 
Dear Cousin, 

Your last epistilary was received and has remained so long 
unanswered on account of ignorance of your sitaution since from 
your fathers letter we knew you were to move though we knew not 
where. Since the reception of the beautiful catalogue which 
you sent us I am without excuse and will perform a long neglected 
though by no means unpleasant duty. Judging from the catalogue 
you sent me I should think you were very pleasantly situated, 
if your health permits you to pursue your favortie studies. 
I cannot blame you for perferring the country where in nature 
glory, you may read the delightful, natural poetry, with an ora- 
tory with the ancients. To the noisey city where all is crowded 
and artificial depriving those works of genious of half their 
Sublimity. It would give me pleasure to hear you had commenced 
the next collegiate year with us under the tuition of our profes- 
sors I am now in the last term of the sophomore year, reading 
Euriphides, Terrence and cummeres surveying you will excuse it 
on consideration that, since I had studied and practiced surveying 
before entering college that study required little more than 
a hasty review. While reading the above mentioned authors re- 
quires study. After having taken up the first part of my sheet 
with personal matters I now take up the family. Henry is again 
in Albany with F.J.Barnard and Son having dissolved his connec- 
tions here with Crane, Reeve and Co., so you may direct to box 
359 Albany. Hiram is a clerk to T.J.Weels machinist who has 
a saw and painting mill at the foot of 29th street. Aunt Matilda 
spent the winter with us and is now here with her sister Sarah 
who came from Clavarack last Wednesday. Sister Emeline has been 
quite sick with dysentry though we hope she is now better. I 
suppose you had heard of the death of Grandpa Crane at Mr. Pratt's 
cousin's Gilbert Whittlesley, the young man who was boarding 
with us when you were here who started with his brother Edward 
from Buffalo for California by the over land route under Sol 
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U.L. Webb. We have received a number of letters from them and 
a few weeks ago heard that the cholera had broken out among the 
company while in the Rio Grande and that Edward Whittlesey was 
one of the first victims which has been confirmed since by letters 
from his brother. The company has been disbanded although some 
are going on. What his intentions are I know not. 

Of politics you are probably as well informed as myself. 
Wars and rumours of wars seem to be the order of the day. The 
Germans and the Danes have recommenced their barbarous warfare 
and the latter have so far been unseccessful having lost in the 
bay of Echenforde a large Man-of-War with 84 guns, a frigate 
of 42 guns in the former of which 100 men were killed by the 
explosion of the magazine. The Austrians have had a number of 
defeats in Hungary. But in Lombardy they have laid the revolting 
city, Brescia, in ruins. The carnage was dreadful. All these 
European commotions ought to make us thankful for peace. Give 
our united love to your father and mother. We will move next 
Monday to 249 west 24th Street. 

Your affectionate cousin 


Edward P. Crane. 


Franklin Academy 
April 29, 1849 


Dear Parents, 

I never knew before how pleasant it was to receive a letter 
from home because I do not know as I have ever received one before. 
Last term my friend Edgerton received a letter from some of his 
folks almost every week and although I sometimes envied him I 
never fully appreciated how pleasant it was. I was quite pleased 
to hear that there was a prospect of having the school increased 
by so many of our acquaintances next term. I have heard that 
two of Judge Ruggles daughters are going to attend next term. 
New students keep coming in gradually. The Methodists have a 
quarterly meeting here. This morning I attended to hear their 
presiding Elder preach. I was disappointed. Some of his remarks 
were good. This P.M. I went to hear Elder Robertson preach his 
last sermon. My memory is none the best. It seems almost all 
the while as if my head was so full of something it could hardly 
hold up, but what it is that it is full of I do not know. I 
fear it cannot be learning. If it was it should be of some ser- 
vice to me. I sometimes wish I could know whether I am to always 
enjoy my self as poorly as I do now. Then I am glad I do not 
for if I knew I never was to feel any better. I would be miser- 
able. But I don't know but I should not complain as long as 
God spares my parents to me. For if I did not have something 
to stipulate me I should give up entirely. But once in a while 
I have some amusement that relieves the tedium of my studies 
for a short time. Last Tuesday when I had recited my last reci- 
tation of the day, I was so completely used up it seemed as though 
I could not study any more and I should most probably be able 
to study more. I could not study any more and I should most 
probably be deficient in my recitation if there had been any 
school the next day. Mr. Kerr gave the scholars a free day to 
go out and plant trees in place of three that had died. So as 
I did not feel like studying that evening I concluded to attend 
the lyceum as there was a question of some interest up. Mr. 
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Kerr was one of the desputants. The question- "Resolved that 
the rum seller who knowingly sells liquor to the habitual drunkard 
virtually commits murder. The next morning Mr. Groton Edgerton 
and self started before sunrise and went nearly two miles above 
the village and dug the largest tree that was brought upon the 
grounds that day before breakfast. Do wish some one would tel] 
me what it was best for me to do because I do hate to stay here 
bothering my brains with greek and latin without there is some 
prospect of its doing some good. I have been thinking that it 
would be better for me to study arithmetic, Algebra and English 
pausing next term and try to teach next winter. I have talked 
to Robert Kerr and he advises me not to teach if I can possibly 
stay here. He says that the common district schools do not have 
any very forward scholars and they will bother a person so much 
he will not be able to get along with his advanced studies. 
He says that by teaching I will forget a good deal about the 
languages and when I come back here my classes will have gone 
ahead and it will take a good while to get going with a new class. 
All of which would tend to discourage me and the fact is that 
I do hate to give up latin and Greek if I am to ever do anything 
with them. As I am in smart classes I begin to get hold of them 
myself. I was disappointed in getting a Greek dictionary over 
to Uncle Nathan's so that I «'1i1l have to buy one this week if 
I go on with my greek which with my Xenophan will probably cost 
over $5.00. 


With affection, Wm. 0. Bancroft 
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Franklin 
May 1, 1849 
Dear Parents, 

I do not know that I should have been better pleased 
to have had you come than today as I have felt down hearted 
today. But Mr. Hydes coming has cheered me considerable. 
Yesterday, a little afternoon, I had a sever attack of the 
headache but not so hard but I could not get through my 
recitations. But I was not able to study anymore till 
after prayers; instead of going to supper I went off over 
the hill thinking if I took excersize without eating I 
might wear it off but I did not succeed. Went to bed early 
and thought to sleep it off, but I got up this morning with 
a dull feeling in my head and as soon as I commenced 
Studying it became harder than ever but not withstanding 
I stuck to it and made out to get through all my recitations 
and then I went up to Mr. Sullards and planted potatoes 
for two hours and that has made out to cure it. It don't 
seem I can stand it to work so hard but I mean to keep up 
if possible. If I could only come home and work awhile 
I believe I could come back and work as good as new. I 
was disappointed in not finding any pills among my med- 
icines as I took the last I had today. But perhaps it 
will be best for me not to do without them as I have got 
s0 used to them by taking them so regularly that they do 
mot produce the least effect on me. I wish you would 
come up aS soon as two weeks it you can as I presume I 
will need a resting spell by that time, and I could go 
over to Otego with you. I wish you would get me a brown 
linen sack coat, made for warm weather. I shall like 
also a summer vest. Please bring me my mole skin trousers. 

Mr. George Chamberlain who lives near died very 
suddenly of bilous colic. He was in the village the day 
before in his usual good health. He is a cousin of Rufus. 

Write soon, your affectionate son, 

Oscar. 
Dr. J.D. Bancroft 
South Bainbridge 
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1849-1871 May 2, 1849 


This Indenture made the 2nd day of May, 1849 between Anthony 
W. Jones --- of the Town of Bainbridge County of Chenago, N.Y. 
party of the first part and 
John D. Bancroft of the same town and county 
Witnesseth - for the consideration of $400.00 
30 acres 
Adjoining the land of Henry P. Birdsall 
Anthony Jones 
Nancy Jones. 


May 1849 


Anthony Jones to J.D.Bancroft 
30 acres in town of Bainbridge part of Lot 47 


Timothy Church patent south of Henry P. Birdsall 


Legal size documents 


R 
Bainbridge, N.Y. “i 


May 28, 1849. 
Dear Cousin, 

I have been taken unwell, taken with a dull heavy head- 
ache. ---. Finally got so bad,---, I sent for the doctor, 
took a thorough emetic, which caused me to throw up a geod 
bit of billiouaus matter. This did not appear to strike at 
the root of the disease and the doctor finally concluded it 
was caused by an affection of the spine. On Saturday the . 
pain in my head was so violent that they feared it would 
affect my brain. But the doctor succeeded in conquoring it 
and I was soon better. 

My parents arrived on Monday and started home with me, 
but only got as far as uncles , four miles away . I was so 
fatigued they did not start again till Wednesday. Reached ' 
home that night much to my gratification. My healt has grad= 
ually improved --- but my eyes are weak and I cannot stand to 
study yet. J was so weak when I got home I could hardly get 
around the house without a staff. I gained strenghth quite 
fast and as soon as I could go out doors I commenced walking 
so much better. I intend to go back to Frsnklin next Tuesday. 
It came vary hard for me to be broken off from my studies in 
the middle of the term and I am afraid I will have a hard 
time catching up. In latin I am reading Horace in Greek Zeno- 
phen and studying geometry. Some parts of Horace I like well. 
He appears to have quite a good opinion of bis abilities for 
he says‘he would like to live through all ages. 

Our school is flourishing. There are 30 to 40 students 
studying the languages, a large number for a country school 
as they generally pay more attention to mathematics and nat- 
ural sciences. ---. The students can all be accomodated in 
private rooms either in the Acacemy or,in private homes near 
by. They have liberty to go to their teacher at any for 
help. 

My father has rented his farm and his health has im- 
proved a good since last spring. My mothers health is poor 
but she works as hard as usual. 


Your affectionate cousin. 
Wm. O. Bancroft, 


Richard P. Crane. 
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Dr. John D. Bancroft 
Delaware Literacy Inst. 
June 20, 1849 

Dear Parents, 

I very much wish I could have a chance to come home as 
I do not see any prospect of receiving much benefit from remaining 
here on account of the Temperence Convention. Altho I do not 
feel my time was lost there entirely because I had a chance of 
hearing a speaker who's power of oratory I would be inadequate 
to express. But still it broke up the school for two days. 
Today the botanical excursion has deprived us of a day and I 
Suppose Mr. Kerr does not like it very well becuase I would not 
go. But I do not feel disposed to go where I do not wish to 
and spend my money when I do not have any to spend. This expedi- 
tion has been in agitation for some time and Mr. Kerr has been 
very much interested in it. There has been a great deal of 
trouble among the students about going. And Mr. Kerr has said, 
it seemed to him that any project that has been started there 
has been somebody to block the way. But I have not had anything 
to say about the matter. But if he is disposed to dislike it 
then he must. Tomorrow there is to be a circus in this place 
and I suppose there will be not much done. So there will be 
four days this week about as good as nothing. If it had not 
been for my interest in hearing Mr. Gough (temperance) I should 
have been home sick enough. I dont think I shall ever go to 
school in an academy again. The next week will be all taken 
up with preparing for exam nations and learning our pieces. 
I dont believe it does any good to be examined. If I could have 
known a little sooner how it was going to be I should have come 
home and learned my exhibition piece and then come back the last 
day and spoken it. It is no small job to write and learn a piece. 
I guess I have written mine over six times and I dont think it 
is good now. It discourages me entirely to see how others can 
get along easier than I can, both in writing and in learning 
of all kinds. And if I could get into any business after this 
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term I would give up trying to be what I know well enough I cant. 
There have been some deaths from cholera along the Delaware river. 
One case in Hobart about 30 miles from here in a man who had 
not been away from home. In all other cases the men had just 
returned from New York. John A. J. Birdsall has gone to work 
in the printing office of the Freemans Journal. William Henry 
is working on the farm. 

I feel very nervous and my head is inclined to ache. My 
cherry bark syrup has lost its virture as it does not prevent 
my having a head ache. I put some of Townsend's Sarsaparilla 
in it to make it taste better. Please send me a dollar if it 
is convenient. I have but one shilling. Edgerton owes me $1.32 
but his pockets are empty. 

Your affectionate son 
Wm. Oscar Bancroft. 


South Bainbridge, N.Y. 
Aug. 17, 1849 


Dear Son, 

We are in usual health. Father quite comfortable. You will 
find your coat and some other things at William Shepherds, or 
at Uncle Nathans. I have agreed with Mrs. Clyde to make you 
a pair of slips and send them over to you. 

Yours 
J. D. Bancroft 


South Bainbridge 
Aug. 18, 1849 


Dear Son, 

You will find a box of ointment in the basket which Mrs 
Nevel made for you to use on your rupture once or twice a day. 
If you receive benefit from it write and we will prepare more. 

dents weanCrhOnG 
sent by Mrs. Sullard. 
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Otego, N.Y. 
Sept. 10, 1849 


Dr. John D. Bancroft, 
Dear Parents, 

I little expected when I wrote you last that the next would 
be written from this place. I was taken with a slight case of 
diarrhea last Thursday which soon turned into a dysentery. It 
was not attended with much pain. At first I was not much alarmed, 
but it soon grew worse. I took up what paregoric I had left, 
then took a patent medicine called "Pain Killer" which is highly 
recommended for bowel complaints but they did not appear to check 
the disease. I had a chance to ride over to Otego Sunday. I 
thought I would improve the opportunity as I hated to be sick 
in Franklin again. I stopped at Dr. Saunders and he gave me 
powders partly of morphine and advised me not to go back to 
Franklin again till I get better. I then went down to Uncle 
William's and then come over to Uncle Nathans and here I am at 
present. I don't know how long I shall have to stay here. My 
secretions have been of a dark green in color and sometimes quite 
bloody. Aunt Ruth has given me some tea from a plant called 
"cow tail", which Uncle Nathan thinks is the best remedy he ever 
tried for such cases. Though it has not cured me yet I think 
I am getting better for my secretions have ceased being bloody. 
But I am still in a good deal of pain and have to be perfectly 
still for if I begin to walk around it brings on the pain harder. 
If I did not get enough better, soon as I can go back to school, 
I think I shall take the stage and come home. I want one or 
both of you to come up to Franklin, if I do not come home. I 
ate a little toast yesterday. My tongue is somewhat furred and 
tastes very bad indeed. 

Aunt Sarah died yesterday. Is to be burried tomorrow. There 
is a great deal of sickness on Sand Hill and in the back part 
of the Town of Unadilla. There are some sick in almost every 
house and I have heard that four lay dead at one time. It is 
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tollerably healthy at Franklin yet. Some students are complaining 
of summer complaint altho none are considered dangerous. John 
A.J. has left Cooperstown and no body knows where. He told some 
he was going to N.Y. and work in the printing business and some 
he was going to California. 
Your son, 
Wm. Oscar Bancroft. 


Youngwomanstown 
Clinton County, Penn 
Sept.27, 1849 
Mr. Wm. Oscar Bancroft 
South Bainbridge, N.Y. 
My Dear Friend, 
I have had more to do than I could attend to in the short 
a space of time. I was absent from Sinnamohoming, 32 miles down 
the river at a camp meeting when your epistle arrived. We had 
a good meeting. Such preaching I had never heard. And to see 
thirty or more mourners seek religion at once and in the same 
manner as Blind Bartimeus would put you into conceit of choosing 
the "Good part", without delay if you had not already chosen 
ites My school at Sinnamohoning closed a few days before the 
Camp meeting. After staying a week visiting clever people, eating 
good peaches, hearing preaching from eight different men, seeing 
So many fine sights, I trudged back up the river again conversing 
with a most agreeable man of the glorius sights we had seen, 
almost intoxicated with the new wine of the Kingdom and full 
of good purposes to live holy and useful lives. While at the 
meeting the directors of a school came to see me and would take 
no denial and insisted I should teach their school. Would be 
glad to engage me for nine months. I made a contract with them. 
They have a large school and they are wide awake. As my health 
is good and work is no grievance I hope to be able to do something 
with "young ideas". A very tough and mountainous country. Settle- 
ments with few exceptions are on the river. The mountains are 
beautiful I have found many plants strange to me. One of the 
most beautiful is the Rhodendron or rose bay tree. Improperly 
called laural. It blossoms in the spring about the same time 
as the laural but far surpasses that shrub in magnificance. It 
grows to ten feet, has a long leatherly evergreen leaf, the buds 
like the cones of a spruce before they open. The flower looks 
like an enormous rose. The forest trees are the same as in New 
York, (his description has been greatly contracted above) 
Your friend George Vosberg. 
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Franklin Academy 
Oct. 13, 1849 
Dr. John D.Bancroft 
South Bainbridge, N.Y. 


Dear Parents, 

I had hoped I should have received a letter from you before 
I should write. But because I have not been able to get time 
I intended las Monday to write so as to have a letter to go down 
last Wednesday but was unable to accomplish it and I have to 
take time now for I have more to do than I shall be able to 
accomplish this day. I dont know how I shall live if I shall 
always be hurried through the world in this style. But here to 
fore I have been able to count on Saturday as my own and have 
calculated to perform all miscillaneous business on this day 
but I have to be engaged in the Teachers Institute from 9 until 
12 am and from dusk til 9:30 in eve. So you see my preparations 
before going in, that my time on Saturaday is tolerably used 
up. Since noon I have had to bring over from the village, prepare 
and bring up my room, wood enough to last through the week, I 
have got to learn a piece to speak next Friday evening and also 
wish to write a piece for the paper, which together with other 
things which I wish to perform. I am afraid it will be more than 
I am able to accomplish, so you must pardon my mistakes for I 
am not at all sorry I came back this term. For it seems to me 
I have learned more useful knowledge than I learned in a whole 
year when I study latin and Greek. But perhaps I am mistaken. 
I wish you could be here one evening and see how our Teachers 
Institute goes off. We have some students here who have been 
to several and we have been visited by some "big men" and they 
say it is carried off in the best style and has the largest number 
of students of any they have seen. There are a good many teachers 
who have come in and joined who do not attend the academy. I 
will tell you more when I come home. 
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If they conclude to hire me at Searl's Hill I want you should 
let me know immediately and when they wish to have it begin, 
because I want to be home at least a week before commencing and 
for a fort night if possible. But I also wish to attend the 
Teacher's Institute as long as possible. If they do not conclude 
to have me there you may do just as you like about getting me 
another. I have had a chance to teach in the County and where 
I could have $15 or $16 but it is some 20 miles from here and 
I shall prefer not to teach in this direction. I heard last 
night that the school by Uncle Birdsall's (Nathan) was not taken 
up. But that is such a small district I suppose they would not 
give much wages. But I dont wish to teach this winter unless 
I get at least $12. Mr Reynolds says he cannot afford to sell 
Websters Unabridged dictionary for less than $6. and then he 
makes less on it than he does on his other books. He can sell 
the abridged for $3.25. You must help me decide. With haste 

Wm.Oscar Bancroft. 


Sinnamahoning, Penn. 
Oct ls 4 e1a50 
Wm. Oscar Bancroft. 
South Bainbridge, N.Y. 


Dear Friend Oscar, 

Your kind and prompt anser to my first letter after being 
in the hands of the U.S. 11 days reached this place in safety 
and as I now have the right to frank my letters, having been 
appointed in charge of the post office, I cheerfully devote a 
few moments to your service. My health is still good and my 
Situation pleasant. I have too much employmee ever to feel home 
Sickness. I am perfectly willing to adopt the plan of writing 
to you, hoping however that you will not limit your communications 
to that interval of three months if the opportunity is afforded. 

I notice the ravages done by the freshets in your part of 
the country. Mr Wakeman I know very well. He has lived in 
Harpursville a long time. 

This is a great lumbering country. All the business here 
is connected with lumbering. That is the soul inducement for 
a man to come in and settle here. (description of the beauties 
of the country)---------------------------------------- 

I would be glad to induce your father to come and settle here. 
I think it would be better for your own health and as to business 
the field is wide open. This country is now looked to for the 
Supply of lumber that all of Pennsylvania demands. There is 
no physician within 40 miles of us. When we are sick we are 
put to the greatest inconvenience and expense in sending for 
a doctor. Your father could do well here. We have tried to 
get a physician to settle here. But as yet we are unsuccessful. 
Please give him my respects and tell him that I and all the vici- 
nity would be very happy to call him our neighbor. If he will 
come to doctor us when we are sick our purses will be liberal. 
We are trying hard to get a new County struck off from this and 
some of the adjoining counties and if we succeed this will be 
the county seat. This will in time be a place of some note. 
We are anxious to secure good, upright, industrious and scientific 
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men for citizens, now while our town is in its infancy that it 
may have a right direction given to the business, politics and 
morals of the place. Here-to-for the advantages for education 
and civilization have been limited. Schools have been few and 
far between. But a new interest is being awakened in this matter. 
A reformation will take place when the reformers shall become 
equal to the number of the whiskey men, which at this time are 
pretty numerous. Please give my respects to your father and 
mother. Edward sends his love to you. I remain sincerely your 
friend. 

George R. Vosberg. 
Wm. Oscar Bancroft 
Bainbridge 


Oscar Bancroft student in Franklin dAcadeny 
wrote essays on the following sutjects. 


1. Making good use of time. (The improvement of time) 
2. Decision making 

3. The native Indian 

4. The seasons. 

Se AL Lee, (Ulead. oe COU 

6. Poetry - The Brides Farewell. 

7. Poetry - Silver moon 

8. On profane language. 

9. Poetry - speak Gently 

10 Justyfication of Hanging murderers. 
11l.Avarice. 

12 Benevolence. 

13 Thought 

14 Intemperance. 

15 Duelling 

lo Wome's rights. 

17 Tre memoir of a Tea Box. 

18 Speech og Colnel Screw. Imagination 
19 Personal Freedom 

20 Crusade against vice - Intemperance, burning witches 
zl Man is never contented. 


B.D.Bancroft, Waterville Academy 
1. Poetry - The Indian Hunter. 


a7. 


312 


ie & 


# 508 Franklin Academy 
Dr. John D. Bancroft. Oct. 13, 1849 (2) 


Dear Parents, 

Our teacher here says we ought not to teach school with 
out one of them. I intend to purchase a book on Physiology, 
@ Brown's Gramner from my room mste and I would like to pur- 
Chase a new Arithmetic. 

When class gets ready to enter into some new work Mr. 
Kerr lets him know how many are wanted and he hae them here 
in the fall. My health is gome better but it is not firet 
rate. My eyes are very weak and finally the became in- 
flamed again but I had the luck to get wome eye water from o 
one of the students the helned me amazingly, now 1 think they 
are out of damzer. Still gomewhat weak. 

It hes been very fold. I have had to burn about as 
much wood eas I generally burn in the winter. And now that 
I am writing I have let the fire go down so that it is so 
cold I can hardly hold my pen. When I come int> my room 
I change my stockings and shoes and have gotten along withou t 
any soreness of my throat for b ut ornlg one day and then I 
took a dose af Andrews Pain Killer, which is as hot as 
Ceyenne peper and it affected an imediate cure. Give my 
respects to Maryratherine and give little siss e kis: on each 
cheek for me. With my best wishes I remain your son 

Wm Oscar Bancroft. 


Franklin %cadeny 
Oct. 21, 1845 
Dear Ferents, 

Wes Bled to hear you were enjoying good health. The 
Weaher has been so colc here. I wes slgo glac to have the 
matter settled as ‘to where I was to teach school. This 
school will probably be better for me then the others. It 
is probably less advanced and g0 less danger of my feiling 

Our teachers Institute wes very interesting end inatruct- 
ive. 1 shell feel more than double the confidence to under 
take teeching this winter for my having attended. I can see 
how miserably I hseve always been taucht in erithmetic. It 
seems a wonder Esknow ag mutch as lI do. 

You can come after me the end of the week. 

As ever, your affectionate son 
William Oscer Barcroft. 


THERE IS A GAP OF ELEVEN PAGES HERE 


South Bainbridge, N.Y. 
14 October 1849 
Wm. O. Bancroft 
Franklin, Delaware County, N.Y. 


My Dear Son, 

I have been gradually improving since you left. I am so 
I sit up most of the time and take care of my babe. She is well 
and gros finely. I ventured in the fathers room yesterday but 
do not feel very strong and have to keep still yet. Mary thinks 
she must leave us tomorrow. How we will get along then I do not 
know as we have as yet been unable to find another girl. 

Father has been quite smart until last evening. Today he 
is quite poorly. Your uncle William, Aunt Harriet and their 
two eldest boys left for home this morning. They had been at 
Windsor. Harriet is still feeble but improving. Catharine is 
no better. We feel very anxious to hear from you, how you get 
along and when you wish to come home. A gentleman called here 
a few days ago after you left to let us know they depended upon 
you to teach their school on Searles Hill. Three months to com- 
mence the first Monday in December. John Wilkinson has taken 
the school in Bateman district at $10.00. Mary has got her like- 
ness and a very good one. Says she would like to stay with me 
longer but her folks have sent word it would not do for her to 
stay longer. 

Your Uncle Henry has been up to see Jane Cole. He thinks 
she has failed a great deal since she left his house. The proba- 
bility is that she will not recover. I have sent a couple of 
your news wrappers and some other articles to your uncle Shephard 
which you must try and get should you feel the need of them. 
I am getting tired and must lie down. 

Mother 
Ma says I must finish your letter. But she might do it for she 
sits there laughing at me. So you see we are pretty comfortable. 
We have got all our corn in except a piece back of the wagon 
house. Have not sold our butter yet. We remain your affectionate 
parents. 
John D. Bancroft 
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Delaware Lit. Institute, Oct 31, 1849 


Wm.0.Bancroft has been a member of this Institution for several 
terms. He is a young man of the very best character, his whole 
conduct here has been as perfect as could be desired. There has 
never been a young man among us for whom I have a more sincere 
respect. His scholarship is as good as the very best teachers 
of district schools. All, he needs to make him the very best 
teacher is experience. I have no hesitation in recommending 
him as one who will please, and give entire satisfaction. 


George Kerr, Principal, Del. Lit. Inst. 
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Dixon Illinois 
November 7, 1849 


Deaconn Samuel Martin. 
Colesville, N.Y. 
Dear Father, 

I wish you would make a scetch of the Martin family and 
send to me. Also will you write a history of your own life. 
We do not want a book for publication but a plain statement in 
your own way of many things we do not know. And many things 
we shall forget without such a memorandum. I know such a work 
will be painful for you as the crushed hopes and blasted expecta- 
tions of the past come up in review but it would not be without 
its pleasure and perhaps its profit. For the mercies of our 
God how sweet they are to the memory. How tender and pleasing 
the emotions which hover around the heart, as looking backward 
over the path of our pilgrimage we set up an Ebenezer and say 
"Hitherto the Lord hath helped me". 

When I left home I had no expectation of being so long absent. 
Yet I have never seen the way prepared before me for my return. 
If the bretheren pay up well I will fare better in temperal things 
than I have before since I came west. 

I am to have $300.00 per year and house rent which is $60.00 
more. $100.00 is to come from the Home Mission Society. Not with- 
Standing all this we have been more in want of necessary things 
Since we came here than ever before. This arises partly from 
my getting so far behind last year when I was sick. And partly 
to an increase of expenses do to the increase of company. It 
costs more to live in town than in the country. Would not one 
of the girls like to come and stay for a year or so? Maybe he 
who tempers the wind for the shorn lamb, sacitify your afflictions 
and have you in his peculiar care and keeping. Your unworthy 
son 

Samuel Sanford Martin. 
There is an opening for a store. I wish some good Christian would 
come in now. Dixon is bound to go ahead. 


New York City, 
Dec. 14, 1849 
Mr. Wm. Oscar Bancroft 
Harpursville, N.Y. 


Dear Cousin, 

Determined that one more time should elapse before commencing 
at last to answer your letter. Mother, the little girls, William 
and myself went July 25th to Jefferson, Schoharrie County, to 
see Uncle Henry Pratt and Family. Stayed there about five weeks. 
During that time I had resolved to balance account with my corre- 
Spondence. But there were so many inducements to ramble in the 
woods and fields, that my resolve was broken. It was very plea- 
sant for us to leave the very hot and pestilence ridden city 
and travle over the mountains and I assure you we enjoyed the 
mountain air and the scenery vastly. 

Aunts Matilda and Sarah were our house keepers during our 
absence, whom with Hiram we found well on returning. Not have 
been attacked by Cholera, which had been so awfully prevalent. 
I suppose you have not seen much of the plague around you, though 
have heard about it. Pa has this season been doinng business 
between Albany and New York. He is buying lumber on commission 
for his New York customers. He has done very well. Henry is 
in Albany with the Barnards. Hiram is at Mr. Wells mill on 29th 
St., Aunt Matilda went to Elmira about the first of November 
to spend the winter. Aunt Sarah is here for the winter. She 
is now reading a letter that has just now come in Aunt Matilda. 
Mrs. Currie is now boarding on Greenwich street. She has spent 
some time this summer at Clavarack. Mother went to and returned 
from Clavarack last week. There she left William to come home 
later. Do you think of entering University or any other college 
or does your health forbid. Please write. 

Your affectionate Cousin. 
Edward P. Crane. 
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Dear Son, 

Your father says I should write some. We expected mother 
to be so anxious to go to Otego that she could hardly wait but 
when the opportunity came, she could not tell why, but she felt 
She could not go, But whenever you feel it is best to return 
home write and your father will come. I sat up till 11 oclock 
to finish your pantaloons but I toiled with pleasure hoping it 
will add to your bodily comfort, but, Oh, how impressively joyful 
would be my feelings, could I have the testimony that you are 
clothed with that robe which will never decay. Sister (Mary 
Catharine) continues to improve, talks some and almost walks. 
She has just been trying to get ahold of my pen. She is cutting 
about the lounge. I have not much news except that Draper has 
had Alvira down here for a week, is going to return with her, 
to take up his abode with father. Albert has been attending 
the teachers Institute at Oxford (Her brother Albert Martin). 
The Benedicts are all gone and our house stands empty. I want 
to go up and clear it as soon as possible. I have felt a good 
deal of anxiety about your having a school near home but the 
vacancies are all filled but this one. You had better obtain 
it if you can. Must close by subscribing myself as your affec- 
tionate mother, 

L.B.Bancroft. 
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Wm. Oscer Bancroft taught a schodl in Bainbridge 1849-50 Dec 3 
6 dsys a week 13 weeks 80 days 


tudents with Xmas vac. 
Sherman Pearsall 16 Melissa Pearsall 15 
Lewis Pearsall 20 L aura Ireland g 
Burton S arles 12 Leona Baldwin 8 
James Sliter 14 Maria Irelend © 
Oscer R. Pearsall 9 Freelove Sliter Ou tiata Feus 
Abmer Sartes 18 Matilda Pearsall 14 
Joseph Sarles 18 Polly Pearsall 11 
Geo. Ireland 7 Harriet Bill 9g 
Robert Sliter 8 Leafy Searles 14 
Thomss Sarles 9 Adeline Pearsall f, 
Wm Sliter 12 Hulda Ireland 9 
Joseph Sliter 5 Lydia Ireland Le 
Wm. Miller 15 Charlotte Irelard 13 
Almon S. Miller 18 Angeline Ireland 10 
John I> eland 6 Alice Ireland ? 
Wn. Herrick 14 Hulda Ireland kk 
Edward Ireland 16 E,ther Ireland YW 

bh, Samentha Ireland 6 total 35 plus 2 
Pearsalls 3 boys girls & 7 18 37 
Serles 3 Thee Annis Ireland 15 joined cless 
Sliter 5 ay Marietta Ireland 15 late 
Ireland Z 10 1342 
Miller 2 0 i 
Herrick 1 0 1 
six families. 1 Baldwin roa 
1 Bill total mm & Sen ve 


term from Dec 8 to March 2 


Average attendance of all boys 60% Over twelve years 44% 
All girls 62% 5% 


Taught by Wm. Oscar Bancroft 
20 years of age. 
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New York City. 
March 29, 1850. 


Dear Cousin, 

On receipt of your letter of the 15th of December 
I resolved to answer it within three weeks, but being 
engrossed in college studies have allowed as many months 
to pass. You must, however, give me credit for devoting 
the first dzy of a short vacation to this communication. 


I much regretted to learn that you are afflicted 
with inflammation of the eyes. You have been much tried 
in the pursuit of your studies. But do not be discouraged. 


You speak of the sons of Dr. White, one of them is 
in your class. The oldest graduated last year and he, 
Henry, was married in Albany Febr. 7, 1850, to Miss 
Julia Marie Seymore. They came down here and are now 
boarding with us. Henry is in partnership with Mr. Wells 
and is doing a good businegs:.- plaining and sawing lum- 
ber. Uncle John Henry has been in New York this winter 
and their son William is here permanently.. Mrs. Williams 
was summoned home to Clavarack by the telegraphic message 
announcing the sudden and dangerous illness of her adop= 
ted daughter. I understand the complaint is scarlet fever. 
Mrs. Curry and daughters are still boarding in the City, 
the latter are teaching school. 


In sending love our family unite with your affection- 
ate cousin, 


Edward P. Crane, 


Wm. Oscar Bancroft. 
Bainbridge, N.Y. 
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Jan. 12.1850. 


- Dear Sister (Mary) 

I feel very stupid this afternoon and fear I shall 
not be able to say much. Yesterday I had a large wash- 
ing whieh is the cause of my feeling as I do today. 

This morning I received an invitation to go five 
miles into the country to visit together with several 
of my aoquaintances. It is very cold and the roads 
rough so I do not think it could be prudent for me to 
go. I seldom visit or go from home at all except to 
church. - On the 4th instance I was called out before 
daylight where circumstances compelled me to be Dr. 
and nurse. If you were -here how much easier I could | 
talk than write with head ache of mine. The little 
boys Palmer and Bruce are doing the best they can to 
keep quiet a while. Palmer is printing the letters 
that spell his name to send to Aunt Mary Ann. He 
will be five next April and is beginning to speel and 
read easy sentences. Bruce was two in October and the 
boys often mention their cousins in the east and some- 
times wish they could go back and live. It would do 
us all good to see you. I wish some of you would come 
west to live. I presume I should consent to go there 
if Mr. Martin thought it best for us (Samuel Sanford 
Martin). My parents are getting old and while they 


live I wish to be near them, their children have most 
all gone on before them to the Spirit Land. Out of 
Eleven only four remain. I sympathize with you in 
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' with you in your trials and responsibilities. What 


you have passed through has undoubtzedly had a ten- 
dency to wean your affections from earth. Were it 


not for your little ones you might desire to re- 


_ part. My prayer is that your life may be spared till 


they are able to stem the current of life alone. Kiss 
the dear ones for Aunt Myra. Please excuse me, my 
head feels so bad I cannot write any more. It is 
now time for the children to come from school, they 
will all write something for you, 
Your affectionate sister Myra. 
(There are brief notes from George S. Martin and Avis 


May Martin attached. P.M.B.) 
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Bainbridge, New York 
June 7, 1850 


Dear Cousin, 


Pleasure to hear your father's family had not been invaded by the 
grim destroyer, death. Also, that they had not been visited by any 
dangerous illness, and that he has them all near to him again. Death 
has again entered. our doors. You probably recollect that my mother's 
parents make their home with us. My grandfather (Elder John Birdsall) 
died the 24th day of April, 1850. We carried his body to Otego for 
burial. He was one of the first settlers in that region of the country. 
He was born in Dutch*County. My grandmother is quite feeble, but still 
able to go around and visit her, friends. If she continues well enough 
we think of taking her to Dutch’ ‘County (Long Island) this fall, as she 
is very anxious to see the place where she spent the happy days of her 
childhood and some of her relatives still remain there. 


As for myself, the blessing of health is not intrusted to me at 
present, and I have not much hope of ever being better. Yet, I feel I 
ought not to repine as I am still surrounded by many blessings which 
many others do not enjoy. I intend visiting some of the best physicians 
and surgeons in the state (he has bilateral inguinal hernias) and if they 
do not give me hope of being better, I shall probably not make any more 
attempts for a collegiate education. At present I am not doing much but 
trying not to lose what I have got. I am now studying anatomy under my 
father's tuition. 


The spring has been very wet and cold so far. Farmers are much 
behind in their work. I have thought of making a proposal to you if 
agreeable. It is this: that we keep up a regular quarterly correspon- 
dence commencing with the first of June, 1850, writing regularly on the 
first of every third month thereafter. I dislike being repeatedly dis- 
appointed in not receiving a long expected epistle. This, of course, 
need not be a bar to writing oftener if the occasion requires. If you 
knew how much pleasure it gives us to hear from our distant friends, I 
am sure you would not mind spending a few minutes four times a year to 
Wrate LO US. 


Give my best wishes to allfor their welfare, and to your excellent 
parents. Remember me to your brothers and sisters, especially to Henry 
and his companion. May they be blessed with happiness and long life. 
My best wishes for your welfare, I remain your affectionate cousin, 


William O. Bancroft 


Edward P. Crane, New York City 
in the large arithmetic workbook, home bound. 
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Madison University 
July 23, 1850. 


Very Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 15th inst. received. You wish to ed- 
ucate your son, retiring as you are from your farms, and ad- 
vanced some what in years, probably no place in the State of 
New York would provide a more favorable and agreeable res- 
idence than the the village of Hamilton. There is almost ev- 
Prything; beauty, health, schools, churches, to make it pleas- 
ant for a family like yours.. You can now buy a residence or 
rent on better terms than you could in six months before. There 
are two very convenient dweklings belonging to the Education 
Society, either or both of which you could purchase or rent on 
modetate terms. Boarders you might get in either of then. 

It would be best for you to come and look at these places, per- 
haps you might calculate to be here at the time of our anniv- 
ersary, in four weeks. You should be here for the meeting of 
the Madison Education Society (Baptist) of the State of New 
York on Tuesday August 20 and then Wednesday the commence- 
ment of Madison University and Theological Seminary. 


Very Sincerely Yours, 
Po Be opeare 
Dr. John D. Bancroft, Esq. 


(Several of our ancestors attended this Baptist sponsored 
University. Notably Rev. Samuel Sanford Martin one of our 
prolific letter writers. Near this University which admit- 
ted only males was the private Hamilton Female Seminary, 
atte..nded by Catharine the daughter of Dr. John OD. Bancroft, 
Clora Amanda Martin who married Oscar Bancroft as his second 
wife as wejl as others in the family. The girls liked to 
refer to it as Mad. Sem Fan. There were marital advantares 
in being near the all male University. P.M.B.) 
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South Bainbridge, N.Y. 
August 8, 1850. 


Dear Son, 

Yours of the 4lst inst. received. You did right in 
in going on with your grandmother (Mrs. John Birdsall Jr. 
who was born on Long Island.). It would have been wrong 
for her to go on alone and would have hurt the feelings 
of her friends. Stay with her till she has had her visit | 
out. , 

If there os any water cure establishment in your reach, 
visit it. as I have had some thought of becoming acquainted 
with them prospective to establish a Valonia Springs health 
Spa. For you yourself eventually to become the manager. 

There was a tremendous smah up on the R.R. the other 
day. "Tis providence alone that secures", This together 
woth the inconvenience and expense of comming and the fat- 
tigur of the stage route induced me to propose meeting 
you at Clavarack with my own team, the lst. of August. 

If there is a R. R. communication with that going east, 
from Hudson you might set downnear Mr. Ellsworth Miller 
who married Eleanore Demarest or request to be set down at 
Clavarack as near Ed. Demarest or Jeremiah Williams, as pos= 
sible. If not come by way of steam boat and I will meet 
you st Hudson, as you did Aunt Tacy. Write me soon as pos- 
sible Or if mother wishes to come home direct or wishes 
to stay longer write when and where I shall meet you, at 
Catskill, Deposit or elsewhere. 

You say “you prayed". May God help you to pray for 
rgenerating grace and saving mercy through Christ. Of 
how much more importance of right direction in spiritual 
than in temporal things. 

We are in usual health except ma has a bad cold and 
sore throat, but still does her usual work. We all feel 
pleased that you are well and enjoying your visit. Hope 
it will continue so. Almoira and baby send love to you and 
grand ia. Baby has a tooth. 


With love, Your father. 


Dr. John D. Bancroft. 
Wm. Oscar Bancroft 
Hurd's Corners. 
Duchess Co., N.Y. 


Sinnamahoning, Penn. 337 
Oct. 13, 1850 
Wm. Oscar Bancroft. 
South Bainbridge, N.Y. 
Dear Friend Osgar, 

Your kijd and prompt anser to my first letter after being in the hands 
of the U.S. 11 days reached this place in safety and as 1 now have the right * 
to frank my letters, having been appointed in charge of the post office, I 
cheerfully devote a few moments to your service. My health is still good 
and my situétion pleasant. I have too much employmma ever to feel home sick- 
ness. I am perfectly willing to adopt the plan of writing to you, hoping 
however that you will not limit your communications to that interwal of three 
months if the opportunity is afforded. 

I notise the ravages done by the freshets in your part of the country. 
Mr Wakeman I know very well. He has liveg in Harpursville a long time. 

This is a great lumberim country. All the business here is connected 
with lumbering. That is the goul inducement for a man to come in and settle 
here. (description of the neauties of the country )----------------------- 

I would be glad to induce your father to come and settle here. I think it 
would bebetter for your own health and ag to business the field is wide opaa. 
This country is now looked to for the supply of lumber that all of Pennsylvans 
demands. There is no physician within 40 miles of us. When we are sick we 
are put to the greatest inconvenience and expense in sending for a doctor. 
Your father could do well here. We have tried to get a physician to settle 
here. But as yet we are unsuccessful. Please give him my respects and tell 
him that 1 and all the visinity would be very happy to call him our neighbor. 
If he will come to doctor us when we are sick our purses will be liberal. We 
are trying hard to get a new County struck off from this and some of the ad- 
joining countiesand if we succeed this will be the county seat. This will 
intime be a place of some note. We are anxious to secure good, upright, 
industrious and scientific men for citizens, now while our town ig in ite 
infancy that it may have a right direction given to the business, politics 
and morals of the place. Here-to-for the mdvantages for educationand civil- 
ization have been limited. School have been few and far betZeen. But a new 
interest is being awakend in thismatter. A reformation will teke place when’ 
the reformers shall become equal to the mumber of the whiskey men, which at 
this time are pretty numrous. Please give my respects to your father and 
mother. Edward send his leve tomyou. I remain sincerely your friend. 


George KR. Vosberg. 


wm. Oscar Bancroft. 
Bainbrigge 
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Wm. Oscar Bancroft South Bainbridge, N.Y. 
Franklin, Delaware County, N.Y. October 20, 1850 
Dear Son, You will be disappointed in not seeing me as you expected 
But i had my horse harnessed to start when I first learned that grand- 
mother was not intending to go. As you anticipate coming home so soon 
I thought it best not to come till you wished to return. I have call- 
ed on the District in South Baimbridge, they have hired Mr. Walker. 
The school on the cross road but they had several applications and 
had concluded to hire one of them. The district in Wilkins neighbor- 
hood have a female school. Our district is not supplied yet. If 
you need money before I come you must borrow from Mr. Sullard. Write 
when I must come and the amount of mney you will need. Your things 
I have sent by the stage driver from North Bainbridge. Your watch is 
in the pocket of your pantaéloons. The proposition of your going to 
New Jersey your mother would hardly approve. We would rather you 
sttend at Franklin for the winter. 

Yours 
Dear son, Father. 

Your father says I should write some. We expected mother to be 
so anxious to go to Otego that she could hardly wait but when the 
oppotunty came , she could not tell why, but she felt she could not 
go, but whenever you feel it is best to return home write and your 
father will come. I < at up till 11 oclock to finish your pantaloons 
but I toiled with pleasure hoping it will add to your bodily comfort, 
but, Oh, how inexpressively joyful would be my feelings, could I have 
the testimny that you arg clothed with that robe which will newer de- 
cay. ister (Mary Catharine) contimes to improve, talks some and al- 
most walks. She has just been trying to get ahood of my pen. She is 
cutting about on the lounge. I have not much news except that Draper 
hag had Alvira down here for a week, is goime to return with her, to 
take up his abode with father. Albert has been attending the teachers 
Institute at Oxford (Her brother Albert Martin). The Benedicts are 
all gone and our house stands empty. I want to go up and clear it as 
s0on as possible. I have felt a good deal of anxiety ahbut your hav- 
ing a school negr home but the vacancies are all #£illed but this one. 
You had better ebtain it if you can. Must close by subscribing myself 
es your affectionate mother, 


L.B.Rancroft. 


South Bainbridge, N.Y. 
October 20, 1850 


Wm. Oscar Bancroft , 
Franklin, Delaware County, N.Y. 
Dear Son, You will be disappointed in not seeing me as you ex- 
pected But I had my horse harnessed to start when I first learned 
that grandmother was not intending to go. As you anticipate 
coming home so soon I thought it Best not to come till you wished 
to return. I have caTled on the District in South Brainbridge, 
they have hired Mr. Walker. The school on the cross road but 
they had several applications and had concluded to hire one of 
them. The district in Wilkins neighborhood have a female school. 
Our district is not supplied yet. If you need money before I 
come you must borrow from Mr. Sullard. Write when I must come 
and the amount of money you will need. Your things I have sent 
by the stage driver from North Bainbridge. Your watch is in the 
pocket of your pantaloons. The proposition of your going to 
New Jersey your mother would hardly approve. We would rather 
you attend at Franklin for the winter. 

Yours 

Father. 
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Oct. 20, 1850. 


Dear Son, 

When ever you think ir is best to come home father will 
come for you. “<= Sister Mary Catharine continues to im- 
prove, talks some and almost walks. 

Draper has had Alvira down here for a week, is going to 
return with her to take up his abode with father. 

The Benedicts are all gone and ourshouse stands empty. 


Your affectionate mother, 
L.B.Bancroft 


Wm. Oscar Bancroft 
Franklin, Delaware Co., M.Y. 


3he 341 


The following material was used by Dr. J.D.Bancroft and his 
son Wm.Oscar in debat ing the slavery issue. 


The Original Antislavery Agitators. 


There is not a man living who holds more sincerely than 
I do to see a plan adopted for the abolition of slavery, April 
et ek tle George Washington. 


The scheme, my dear Marquie, which you propose to open as 
a precident to encourage the emancipation of the blacks of 
the country from the state of bondage in which they are now 
held is a striking evidence of the benevolence of your heart. 
Letter to La Lafayette, 1783 , from George Washington. 


It is the most ernest wish of america to see an entire 
stop forever to the wicked, cruel and unnatural trade in 
Slaves. Meeting at Fairfax Virginia July 15, 1774, presided 
over ty Washington. 


I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just. 
rsonts notes on slavery in Virginia 1782. 


The King of Great Britain has waged cruel war against 
human nature itself, violating its most sacred rights of life 
and liberty, in the persons of a distant people who never off- 
ended him, by capturing them and carrying them into slavery in 

a distant hemisphere or to insure miserable death in the trans- 
portation hither. Jeff. draft of declaration of indepenjencs. 


xj | 


After the year 1800 of the Chritian fra there Shall be 
neither slavery; nor involutary servatude in any of tho said 
ates or ternftories in the U.S.A. Jefferson's ordinance of 
87, Unanimously approved by Congress and signed by Washinc- 


We have seen the mear distinction of color made in th 
most enlightened period of time a ground of the most oppre 
Sive dominion ever excersized by man over man. James di 


We have found that this evil has preyed upon upon the 
very vitals of the Union and has been prejudicial to all the 
States in which it has existed. James Madison. 


The tariff was only the pretexed and discussion and a 
Southern Confederacy the real object, the next pretext will 
be the negro or Slavery question. Andrew Jackson, 1833. 


Sir, I envy niether the heart nor the head of that man 
from the North, who rises here to defend slavery, on princapls. 
John Randolph of Roanoke. 

















teeny fat see actwottet a 
al tson0,.cW oe 


feats oh etad ost 


29a 6 Jon af ewaT 


a: eters 
hee RA Ce ae 


Vite eS PR 


Sy 
ss eae 
~ 4 

























T 

| (Pelee Soto sareyo? 
+t- <f0t Benieway xgirret 6 Seryso! §=6£ a4 
‘eo ANTRAL (263. YFG 


@ t ? 
- 7 Ps = + 
~< ved Ce | a 4 Ps a a ie — _ T a f — = , 1 


sae fk ve ioresty of ve ve oo 2 ‘nose 
ren eae mel teste! fee70 Yo wel 4) 
i fee est iti telotv . ; STe7en’ Oe 
mh geseeib a ts snoeet at , toch ia 
meme oiveree ha me? nnitweteo vi ahd bee 


ra! gisate i one ~~? "are "Te 1S Late x ices ky 
b ke Aactesetssh te stare Ct tel sewnet aoiva 


‘p43 evt el tek) sty Ye OORL wecy ade. 1s 7th" 
1) 3. anh ols wipCUiCans ta wisevala ‘toy 
nsane T's ioeba eid’ bE entan Met to 2238208 
hah gs tes 7arPEsn ¥ yvornis vievowtnan’d «9 


Saeeee “oO. ceireetecth teen 249 maea ovet a 
ae te bet B Peis Io -bo241s ne. 8 
aes ene Tae YS Poafauwsaks teve Aolainod emig 


tee oft et bavetq cer itv: Sing amie tavot -ver a * 
} ifs o Shee ete weed es fee acto + ene ie elesiv yew 
siaxkha ferme. ,becrtxs ead ti dotiw at eesase 


ny Ken: We exe wero cit vino cew TRitss 9/iT 
. Pent ane 390806 feat ede Yorwmte tod ateds008 
ee eee foup Yievell <0 otacn ods od 


‘Oe 







emg tom teased eit tweddsta yree I 1 
Biete6 of ted neeie tw Asso! ey 0%} 
esadonecd tn ialchneh nfob 





: : Une) 
i] ipevian 
’ 7 b i‘, Petit. jul - ah 


et ee 


bscar Fateres. 


Chapter Two 


Maps & Pictures —— 


tigeyteay™ sl 4a 


Mhaget $c e- og 





i | die: h i hae 
_ oe nh At va 
. Oey ay ‘Lan or 


i 
re Ui AY 


owl esqcend 


setutord A eqel 










Sites from.which early photos 
were taken. Numbers refer to 
pages on which photos are { - 
- reproduced pete 





aS. Groat 
= Eldorado Hotel 
ur" RO 





Harpursville 





Colesville Twp 





By H,R.Robinson. 
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. Main St. looking Southeast 





Harpursville, New York, very much as it was in the Bancroft 
era, except for the hotel, in the distant background. Here 
Wm.Oscar had a store and was Post Master. The doctor's 
home and office building are not visible. 


When the roads were bad the doctor went on horse back or 
rode a two wheeled "sulky" like the one in the central for- 
ground. 


On the left is a farm or lumber wagon. 


On the right is a two seated vehicle drawn by a team and 

a one seated vehicle drawn by one horse. Thejye were well 
upholstered and were for family use. We would be inclined 
to think of them as carriages but they spoke of them as 
wagonse When Dr. J.D.Bancroft took his new bride to Boon- 
ville in the Adirondacks he took her in a "wagon". To be 
sure it was not a lumber or farm wagon but one of these 
vehicles appropriate for a physician and his lady. 


The doctor often made house "visits" in a single seated 
"wagon" drawn by one horse. In the winter he used a sleigh. 


The elaborate coaches of the great plantations or of the 
eastern aristocracy were not to be found in this young econ- 
omy in which money was scarce and barter was still common, 
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The front. of the Eldorado Hotel is in the immediate 
left foreground. Looking south-west across the inter- 
section, up Main street, one can see the end of the 
Bancroft home. It is in the distance just to the 
right of the store building in the center of the pic- 


ture, 
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The Bancroft home in Harpursville faces west-north- 
west. This picture taken on a dark day is not very at- 
tractive. But it shows the large perch-across the front, 
the three chimneys and the "T" shape of the structure. 
The large court-yard, barn, wagon-shed, and the two mead- 
ows directly across the street provided for fhe needs of 
his animals and those of visitors. 
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The Bancroft Home Today 





When the hotel burned the large Bancroft home was converted 
into an hotel. Additional rooms were gained by adding a house 


of modern design in place of the summer kitchen. The annex is 
clearly visible in these pictures. 
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BELDEN STREET, Harpursville, N. Y. “Pub. by Bristol Drug ‘Store’ 





©ooking north west up Beldon street. Note 1910 car. 


Harpursville in 1910 
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Looking north-west toward village center on 
River street (Centerville road) at the old 
Baptist church. 
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RIVERVIEW CEMETERY, HARPURSVILLKE, New X= 





Riverview Cemetery adjacent to the Baptist 
church, the Stiaquehanna river is just be- 
yond. The families of Dr. d.D.Bancroft and 
Wm. Oscar Bancroft are buried here. 





The Home of Wm. Oscar Bancroft in Nineveh, N.Y., it was il 


here that William D. Bancroft was born in 1866. Oscar 
had a general store here. 
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Home of Samuel Martin Jr., 


Hill, Broome County. N.Y. 


(1791=1855) on Colets 


Destroyed by fire in 


1930. His wife Melinda Crofut (1793-1847 
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Jane Martin 
Wm. Oscar's first wife 











Clora Amanda Martin, cousin of Jane 
Wm. Oscar's second wife 
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Wm. Oscar Bancroft (1830 - 1887) 
Merchant 


Post Master 
Justice of Peace 
Civic Leader 
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Osgar's Stores. 


One of Wm. 
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Reverend Alvah Sabin Hobart 





MINNEAPOLIS. 








Mary Catharine (Bancroft) 


“Toledo,O. 


Hobart 
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Aunt Katy 
Mary Catharine (Bancroft) Hobart 
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Hamilton Female Seminary 


Also known as the Madison Female Seminary. because of its 
proximity to Madison University. The girls often referred 
to it as Mad. Fem. Sem. , ‘ 


Caty's report card showed grades that exceeded 100, The 
school master reported that she not only led her class 
but led the whole school scholastically. 


Clora Amanda Martin was a student here. The curiculum in- 
cluded music, art, French and domestic skills. They were 
spared the more difficult subjects which were better "suited 
for the stronger masculine minds" in the all male university. 
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'ThenHarpursville Bancrofts enjoyed many sports and games- 


2 


Coasting on sleds ; : ° 
Sleigh.rides 
, Bob~-sledding 
Ice skating 
Snow shoeing 
Hayrack rides 
Hunting: -. Cae 
Fishing 
Maple sugaring 
. Baseball 
They had a host of indoormand outdoor games and contests. 
In an effort to improve their-nsociety there were church, 
Lodge, debating societies, temperence organizations and 
womens groups. 
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This is probably Cord K. Aller who was a very good friend 

of my father when he was in charge of the Crete Y.M.C.A. and 
with Aller a Doane student and cycling enthusiast. The mod- 
ern low bicycle was introduced as the"safety" cycle for good 
reason. And there-in lies a ttalé that reveals the aspirations 


of W. D. Bancroft. PMB. 
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Weide pancroft 
Y.M.C.4. Secretary 
Medical student 


of Crete 
Nebraska 


His beard betrays his 
professional ambition 
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William D. Bancroft 


boy of harpursville, N.Y. 





Cor ane d (4 © 


Crete, Ne bic 


+ 
/ 


Rev. We D. Bancroft preacher of 
pioneer Nebraska in 
Tacama, Lorton and 
Palmyra. Nebr. 








Cor, Main Ave 5 “St 
Crete, Neb. 


Nii 


Clark H. 


Rev. 
in Crete & 


Bancroft, 
lincoln, Nebr. 
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Clark Hobart Bancroft 


Harpursville boy 





ah 





Laura Marian 
(Bancroft) (Bancroft) 
Dunsmore Cutler 
Catharine (Bancroft) Bruce not pictured. 
Elmore 
Bancroft 


Elmore Bancroft 
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Clark Bancroft came west 
at about 17 years and en- 


an academy in Owatonna, Minn. 


oe SR. ine 
At 26 years the young 


preacher in pioneer 


Nebraska in 1900. 
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Rev. Clark H. Bancroft pioneer Nebraska 
Preacher 





The stone of John D. Bancroft in the 


River View Cemetery at Harpursville, N.Y. 
In his obituary and on this stone are 

the only places that we have found the 
M.D. designation used. His son, after his 
father's death, probably sought to honor 
his father in this way. He was better 
educated than most doctors in the county 
but did not qualify for the medical degree. 


See the discussion of medical education. 
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SAMUEL O'HAR 
1820 0 — 1894. 


_LOUSA MAYHAM OAR 


as one . 


Grave Stone in Oskaloosa, Iowa 


The name of Louisa (Mayham) O'Hara was added in 1913. 
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THOMAS BANCROFT, WAKEFIELD, 1691 
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PETER BANCROFT, AUBURN, 1786 


We have been unable to identify this child. He was prob- 
ably descended from John and Jane. P.M.B. 


ye 


wid ) ' 
Thea ee anit WALA 


es A \ 


pai a peated ie yi 
" Log aan vA a ; y 
Ns yaad ager pi 


er e f Z 





RYN <ege 





FRIDAY EVENING, 





? uc, Mountain Shepherd Song MA 


Chorus, 


Humerous Quartet. 
, races Mrs. Bancroft, 


Sale. » s pas Song T 


The 0-P. R A. - Leslie. 


tMessrs. McGrew and Grainger. 


hat Reached My Heart. Jordan, 
R. Travis 





Bones Down on , the Farm. Whittaker. 


mn, Greinee and Stever. 
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Lottie (Ohara) Lowdon and Samuel Lowdon 


in their Honolulu Home 





<9 


TELEPHONE WHITE 3091 


MMAMM, wh 
M 


To THE TRIANGLE STORE, pe. 


W. D. BANCROFT, MANAGER 
RETAIL DEALERS IN 


broceries, Provisions , Cigars, Tobacco, General Merchandise 


649 S. KING o7:, GOR, SOUTH ST. 
Terms—Bills Payable Monthly 





j invi j from Auny Lott 
in this store on invitation 

Blas hee expense that that the young phere {. 
and his wife put the finger on an ae cue ance 
identities were sec oguee as hes RS a eteunneeneeN 

d secretary. ° ; Aust : 
Rave Bocirar Ens store, was astonished when their ident 
ae was revealed. sincihan oe 
And to add to the novelty of this experienc 


birth to her twins here. 
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Liela (O'Hara) McNerney 
James McNerney, Atty. 
Louise 


“gy 1034 O Street. 
Gallen lbINCOLN, NER. 





® 
ath 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
. 
| 


i” 


| Asa. 





33 


Lo 8) 
5 
orf 
4@, 
rc 
1) 
G 
Y 
4 
0) 
ad 
=> 
xs 
S 
is) 
& 
Py 





Henry or Herbert 


Pearl (O'Hara) Myers, mother's twin died in 1918 leaving 
This brought us back to Lincoln. 


two boys. 





grtblod avegM diner) 


ItedweHt 10 viieh 
ed 4’ — 6! 





—gutveol Bier at both ntws e'tedtom ,e19yM (eveH*O) I1set 
sfoonhl 03 doed eu dctquo etdi .eyod ow? | 





Gap 34 to 43 





Lt. Col. Marcus Weldon, Ph OD. 
Pauline (Bancroft) Weldon 
Doris 
Jimmy 


Generous Donors to this project 


James Madison 
Weldon 
1905 


GRAND ISLAND © 
NEB. 





Margaret (Dunlap) 
Weldon 





GRAND ISLAND 
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Hobart David Bancroft 


1900 
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Hobart David Bancroft 
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Cathrine 


Eleanor 
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Dorothy Louisa Bancroft 


Violinist 
Medical technician 
Womans Army Air Corp 


Pilot 
Link Trainer Instructer 


Most talented ofthe 10th 
generation 





David Hammett 
Dorothy (Bancroft) 


Elizabeth 


Paula 


Hammett 
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Dorothy (Bancroft) Hammett 


and 


David Hammett 


Generous donors to this project 
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John Morgan 
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My practice was limited 
to infants, children & 
adolescents. We cult- 
ivated an informality, 
abandoning the white 
starched jacket for a 
white shirt and a relax- 
ed manner. The day of 
the stern authoritarian 
had passed 


yy 


My practice began in a 
partnership with Dr. 
E.3.Wegner in a down- 
town office. Women with 
children began complain: 
ing about parking in the 
city center so we moved 
to this small office in 
a residential setting at 
33rd and A streets. A 
very fortunate move. 
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Floradell 


Dr. Johnson's cabin where the Bancrofts were frequent 
guests. The location is near Tunnel, Wisconsin, 


a2 


a4 





Floradell - Near Tunnel City, Wisconsin - Cabin of 
Dr. Johnson of Tomah. Wisconsin 





Hobart =- Dorothy - father - Mother - Dorothy 





Goodyear Lumber Companies guest lodges 
on Lake Blue Bill, upper pen- 
ninsula of Michigan. 
Hobart was store keeper and father managed the farm that 
provided fresh vegetables and beef for lumber camps. 


-r 





Anderson farm laborer and Paul, dressed to the taste 
of a "teen ager", 
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Horky's Park now Blue River Lodge 
1918 


From left to right - Henry Myers - Dorothy - Pauline - Mother - Herbert Myers - Paul - W.D.B. 


Pearl (O'Hara) Myers died in March of 1918. We Bancrofts returned to Nebraska so mother could 
care for her twin sisters boys. 
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The whole history of airplanes encompassed 
by the 20th Century. I worked for a time 
with a tall thin young man, we called him 
¥slim", That was before the flight that 
made Lindberg famous. 


mi 


Prohibition Campaign 1910 
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D. Bancroft began his ministry in small rural 
Nebraska. 


Baptist Churches in Palmyra, Lorton, Cedar Rapids and 


W. 


Rev. 
Talmadge, 
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PROGRAM 


Fifty-Seventh Annnal Session 
La Crosse Valley Baptist Association 
to be held 


With the Baptist Church at Tomah, Wis. 


June 10 - 12, 1913 ‘ 
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Hsre he enjoyed his most satisfactory pastorate. 
returned here for a second term. 


He 
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1374. South Baptist Church, Belvidere, 11). 


This church in Belvidere, Ill., was his first large 
city chirch. This was followed by similar churches 
in Wausau, Wisconsin and Irving Park in Chicago. 


“62 


Port Huron, Mich. Firs? 


“, 


San! 


ST. Ry SRR soe SAR 
28 : 
or tee 
Vegi 
ne —s 7 
WG 


Q | 
458 | Me 
Sn’ faba 
Be ge 


sa 
» capa Sd 
Ty 





The church at Port Huron, Michigan, was a large church 
and his last regular pastorate. 


He resigned in 1918 to 
return to Nebraska and retirement 


from the pulpit. 


Chapter 3 
Medical Photos 


Circular 
and 


Catalogue 


of, the 
Faculty and Students 
Oia the 
College of Physicins and Surgeons 
of the Western District of the State of New York 


In Fairfield (Herkimer County) 


FACULTY 
College of Physicians and Surgeons 
of the Western District of the State of New York 


January 1828 


Joseph White, M.D. President 


Westel Willoughby, M.D., Vice President & Professor of 
Obstetrics. 
James Hadley, M.D. Professor of C! emistry & Materia Medica. 


T. Romayne Beck, M.D. Professor of the Theory & Practice of 
Physic & Medical Jurisprudence. 
James McNaughton, M.D. Professor of Anatomy & Physiology. 


John D. La Mater, M.D. Professor of Surgery. 
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Lecture Tickets 


J. D. Bancroft bought these tickets in 1827 to admit 
him to the medical lectures in the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of the Western District in Fairfield, N.Y. This 
was a branch of the older college in New York City and was 
designed to meet the needs of Upper New York State. 


ingthat day, puofessors neceived little or novsalarges 
from the school. They were expected to sell tickets and 
derive their income directly from their students. You will 
note that Dr. McNaughton's tickets are quite plain, but the 
others were elaborately ornamented, no doubt to enhance 
their sale. This commerce in the sale of tickets was very 
inconvenient for the professors. 


These tickets admitted John to the following lectures: 


Anatomy & Phsiology - James McNaughton, M.D. 
Medical Jurisprudence - T. Romeyn Beck, M.D. 
Obstetrics & Mid-Wifery - Westel Willoughby, M.D. 
Chemistry & Materia Medica - James Hadley, M.D. 


The law afforded the medical student with three options: 


1. He could study under a physician preceptor for two 
years and then, if successful in the examination 
by the county medical society, he could be licensed 
by that society without attending a medical school. 


No 


After a two-year preceptorship, he could take one 
term (twelve weeks) in a medical school and then 
seek licensure as above. These first two options 
gave him the right to practice medicine. He could 
identify himself as a doctor put could not use the 
MD. after his name. 


3. If, after his two-year preceptorship, he attended 
the medical school for two terms, he could qualify 
for the M.D. degree. This option could have been 
more attractive had the faculty had enough 
additional material to make the second term more 
advanced. But, for want of advanced material, the 
second term was a repetition of the same lectures 
on the same subjects by the same teachers. It is 
true, the second term students had preferential 
seating for lectures and demonstrations. But 
this seemed a waste of time and money just to get 
a medical degree. So John, like many others, did 
not return for the second term. He never used 
the M.D. after his name. 


As a private student, John studied surgery for six months 
under an active surgeon. This probably was a very useful 
experience, although there is no evidence that he undertook 
surgery, except to drain abscesses, close wounds, and treat 
fractures. 
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Te Order of Exciteability and Excitement 


Degrees of List of all | Causes 
excit ement diseases of in- 
creased excitement 
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The Brownian Theory of Disease 


Doctor John D. Bancroft received his medical education 
in the period 1824 to 1827. He was thoroughly instructed in 
historical and traditional humoral theory of disease and the 
therapeutic practices of bleeding, purging, puking, sweating 
and salivation. At this time, the faculty of the College of 
Physicians and Sureons was advocating moderation in the use 
of these depleting measures. The use of drugs derived from 
plants was growing in popularity. Indeed, some doctors were 
identified as "herbalists'' who came to depend more and more 
on these drugs. At the height of his career, Dr. Bancroft 
said, "What this community needs is a good herbalist." On 
every side, laymen and doctors, chemists and pharmacists, 
and even theologians were seeking better forms of treatment. 
Out of this came many new theories of health and disease: 
Phrenology, Osteopathy, hypnotism, faith healing and many 
others, all of which developed new forms of treatment which 
were more acceptable than the historical and painful 
traditional therapies. 


As a student in medical college, J. D. Bancroft spent 
considerable time and effort to construct this diagram of 
the system of medicine developed by Dr. John Brow (1735- 
1788) of Scotland. This new doctrine enjoyed great 
popularity on the Continent, especially in France at the 
end of the 18th Century. It still had advocates at the time 
Bancroft was a student. 


Brown's hypothesis was that disease resulted from an 
imbalance in the nervous system. On the left border of this 
diagram are two scales; one reads from 1 to 80 from top to 
bottom, the other from 1 to 80 from bottom to top. At the 
mid-point, 40 on both scales would indicate perfect balance 
and there would be health. But, if there was too much 
excitement, the patient would exhibit tension, agitation, 
this progressing up the scale until the patient might have 
convulsions. On the other hand, the patient might drift 
into inactivity, depression, somnolence, and finally into 
unconsciousness. He arranged all the diseases in columns 
as they exhibited increasing degrees of "excitement" or 
increasing degrees of "depression.'' He then in adjoining 
columns described a very simple and convenient system of 
treatment. For the imbalance that produced excessive 
"excitement" he ordered sedatives and, for the "depressed,"’ 
stimulants. This system gained rapid popularity with the 
Moctors,.forfit was,a simple, logicalvand jordernlyssystem of 
treatment. Its popularity with laymen is understandable 
for it made them feel better, in contrast to the old 
bleeding and purging that usually made them feel worse. 
Furthermore, the laymen could understand this system and 
could buy alcohol and morphine over the counter and treat 
themselves. Unfortunately, he chose alcohol for a stimulant 
and morphine for a sedative. As he treated himself for his 
painful gouty arthritis, he became an alcoholic and morphine 
addict. It has been said that this theory was responsible 
for more deaths than the Napoleonic wars. His therapy was 
responsible in part for the drug abuse which required the 
building of great "inebriate asylums" in Europe and America. 
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Adjusted Cure of Disease 
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This may certify that Mr. John D. Bancroft 
commenced his medical studies under my 
tuition and prosecuted them with diligence 
for one year previous to this date. He 
has discovered a good genius and a very 
retentive memory - he has gained a 
tolerable knowledge of Anatomy, Physiology 
and Materia Medica and Cullen's First 
fines of (Practice of Physias His murat 
character is good. 


Benjamin G. Ellis 
Germanflatts, Nov. 4, 1824 


This is a statement regarding the first 
year of his preceptorship. He taught 
school for a time to secure much needed 
money and returned for a second year. 
After his second year with Dr. Ellis, he 
entered the Western Branch of the College 
or Physicians and surgeons at) Fairtre.a 
where he studied for one term of 12 weeks. 


Again in need of money he taught school. 
He then might have returned to the medical 
school where another term of 12 weeks 
would have qualified him for a medical 
degree but, not wishing to hear the same 
lectures on the same subjects by the same 
professors, he elected to go to Danube 

and study under Dr. McCraith, a surgeon. 
After six months Dr. McCraith made this 
statement - 


This<is to)certity *that Johbnnb7 skancrore 
has pursued the study of Medicine and 
Surgery with me for six months during 
which time his character has been 
impeccable. 


At Danube, Sept. 14, 1827 
Patyvick MeCraith 
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TheemMedi cal oe binetrou Dre J.D) Bancroft 


My father, Rev. W. D. Bancroft, remembered this 
cabinet from his boyhood in Harpursville. He recalled 
a distinct pink: color ini the wood. ‘This identifieswene 
wood as cherry, the only wood with this color. In 
time, this color is lost as the aging wood turns brown. 


Cabinets of this design were very common. They 
served professi nal and businessmen as a place to do 
their bookkeepin», manage their correspondence, and 
keep their valuable objects. The doors and drawers are 
secured with locks. 


Through great good fortune, the doctor's personal 
and professional things were preserved. On the lower 
shelf is his medical library and, on the extreme right, 
his day books and account books stand in their tall 
compartments. His instruments are displayed on the 
opened table leaf. Underneath is his small camelback 
trunk. It is covered with deerhide which, from wear 
and age, has lost most of its hair. Ornamental 
upholstery tacks were used to secure this cover and to 
Paishionehn1s initials.) \in' some of ‘the pictures; has 
saddle bags stand nearby. Since he saw most of his 
patients in the home, he often went on horseback for 
there were no hard-top roads, and he often followed 
animal or Indian trails in all kinds of weather. 


Before his death, Rev. W. D. Bancroft expressed 
his preference to keep this cabinet and its contents 
in the homes of Bancroft doctors or others who had an 
inberesti win; preserving this collection, intact... He 
believed, and we agree, that if it went into a museum 
it would probably be broken up; the instruments to 
one place, books to another, and letters to a third. 
Following his suggestion, we would favor its going to 
mv som, W./ Hs (Bancroft, and then’ to’ John’s ‘son, John 
David Bancroft. 
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Mortar and Pestle 


Plants with medicinal properties were 
grown in the garden or found in the field 
or purchased from a druggist. They could 
be powdered in the mortar and invidual 
doses folded into "papers.'' We can today 
prescribe drugs and specify that individual 
doses be put up in "papers" and the 
druggist will comply, but today drugs are 
available in pills and capsules which are 
much better, and "'papers'' have become 
obsolete. Wihesdocror see Yankee (thrift”’ 
led him to use scraps of newspaper. 


The small medicine bottles are irregular 
in size and shape, illustrating the fact 
that the production of large numbers of 

glass objects of uniformity had not yet 

Been accomplished. 


lote the crack in the mortar and the 
leather jacket that has been placed around 
the outside to support the cracked mortar. 
The leather jacket was fashioned by the 
shoemaker and then wet to make it shrink, 
giving very firm support which has 
prevented a complete break for more than 
150 years. Yankee thrift? 
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The upper instrument is a turn-key for 


pulling teeth. There is.a hinged jaw. 
When this is placed over a tooth and the 
white handle turned, great pressure can 


be placed on the tooth. 4 : 


. : $ ry . 7“ 
r ae . ( . ‘ - | be 
" j " ; . . 


Below is a tourniquet. When the ivory 
nob is placed over a blood vessel, the 
screw device makes it possible to exert 
great pressure. It has also been used 

to put pressure on a nerve so that an 
extremity would become numb. In the 
absence of anesthetics, this would reduce 


the pain somewhat in amputations. 
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Fine probe. 


Pote Mache - The forked tip was used to insert a lig- 
ature where a needle could not be used. 


Scoop for removomp foreign bodies. 
Tenaculum or "hooks" for securing traction. 


Tongue depressor or elevator with handle a grooved 
director. 


Probe. 


Triangular lancet. Triangular in cross section 
with three cutting edges. 
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Two Stethescopes with an assortment of bells 


Reduced 50%. Actual length 54 inches. 
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Craig's Microscope. 
Patented February 18,1869 


Directions - To examine any fluid such as stagnant water, blood, 
milk or pus , lift a small drop on the eye of a darning needle or 
small st and place it on the underside.of the lens, right on 
the centre --the smaller the drop the better. If you wish to 
see the globules of blood, pus or milk these fluids must be la= 
agely diluted with water. After placing the drop to be exam - 
ined on the under side of the lems place the latter on the top 
of the instrument and then stand the latter so that the mirror 
will directly face the light and turn the mirror until the light 
is reflected up the body of the instrument on the lens, then 
the objects contained in 5he fluid will become visible, if not, 
turn the instrument a little to the rjght or left and turn the 
mirror till right. For dry objects like hair, fleas or spider's 
feet place them on a small slide of glass under the lens. When 
examining a small drop of fluid the slide of glass is not re- 
quired. If you wish to examine the curculation fin the web of 

a frog's foot place the undersurface of~the lens directly in 
contact with the undersurface ofnthe frog's foot and then hold 
it up to the light. Objects can be had mounted of most of the 
opticians. If not mounted with too great thickness of glass be- 
tween the objects and the lens so as to prevent getting the for- 
mmer in the focus, they will answer well, otherwnse they they 
are not suited for the high magnification of this ,instrument. 
Remember that the nearer the oblect is tk the undersurface of 
the les the better the view. Objects prepared for this micro- 
scope from among the most beautiful objects can be had of any 
agent who sells these mimroscopes. 


The above is the manufactureers instructions copied verbatim. 


A manufacturers diagram of this instrument was photographed, 
magnifying the image from 54" to 64" 
A - designates the lens at the top. This is the only lensé« 
B - is a glass slide inserted in a slot that brings it in 
close proximity to the lens. Prepared slides are ex- 
amined in this.oway. 
C - Is an aperture, like the stops in a camera, to improve 


resolution. 

D - Mirror. 

E - Base. 
Prepared slides that were purchased with this scope- 
1. A wasp's foot 2. 4 flies egg depositor 
2. Saw flies wing , 4. Stamen of flower 
5. Bed bug 6. Fibers of silk 
7. Butterflies feeler 8. Catterpiller's spines 


9. Flower petal . 10. Cricket's saw. 
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ll. Caterpillar's foot 12. Earwig's leg 

13. Tiny spider 14. Antler of flower 
15. Beets tongue 16. Roachts feeler 
17. Insect's eye. 18. Bee's foot 
eoeecaterpiilar's fur 20. Wool 


Microscopes like this were sold in large numbers and were 
often kept in the parlars of the intelligensia where they serv-- 
ed as popular conversation pieces. They served a useful purpose 
inppopularizing the germ theory which was developing out of the 
work of van Leeuwenhoek, Pasteur, Kock and Lister. 


William Oscar Bancroft, while an academy student, saw a pub- 
lic demonstratiom of what was described as a solar microscope, an 
instrument like this one. Dr. J.D.Bancroft bought this micro- 
scope about 1870 after his retirement from practice. This was 
his first experience with such an instrument. This reveals the 
doctor's interest in this inovation which was to revolutionize -~ 
medicine. 
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Dr. Bancroftts Saddlebags 
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PHOTO COPIES 
OF THE ORIGINALS 


It was our original intent to give the same page 
number to the typed copy as was given to the original doc- 
ument. Try this guide when looking for the original but 
if this fails use the dates as a guide for these are in 
chronological order. Of course not all of the original 
documents could be copied. But most were and are very 


readable. 
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Dear L, 


I judge that you will wish to hear from me by my 

own feelings, my heart feels sad - a heavy sigh is sent 
forth - amd why? - Is the body out of health? - Is a friand 
or relarive dead? Have friends deceived or offended? No! 
Hast thou distrusted the mercies of God? No! My hope is 
in God alone - Do'st thy sigh after riches & honors and fame? 
No! Man was made a social being - If there was something 
in his enjoyment whilst here in the garden, so that God saw 
fit to make for him a companion, the last best gift to man, 
to fill up the measure of his bliss, to beguile his time, 
who could talk with God face to face. How much more when 
this fallen - his passions all vitiated -- the creature 

of nature, estranged so that they flee from Him - the face 

of the earth disfigured by thorns and thistles - the few 
roses scattered in Life's path -,surrounded by thorns, or 
the cup containing the bee which will sting the lip which 
presses it - I say how much more does man, in this forlorn 
state need the smiling bosom friend to cheer him = The joy 
of his heart to partake of his pleasures, the light of his 
eyes to brighten the dark shades of his path --4s man con- 
sist of three parts, Soul = body and spirit - so, although 
in the sprit I long to be with Christ - still whilst in the 
body - the soul - which is the sensitive part will have it's 
desires and long for gratifications - therefore if kept 
within due bounds it is not wrong for me to urgently desire to 


press thee to my bosom - to enjoy the sweet communion souls- 
still in the fear of God. 


O L - How happy should I be were you with me this 
this night - my wedded wife for I am alone - Brother K 
and family have gone to Utica - Although I have read 
my bible - knelt down and tried to pray - still there is 
a void - which dear Laura alone could fill - excuse me 
madam if my feeling prompts me too far in my expression - 
We had a pleasant journey home - stayed with my father the 
evening after we left Huntsville. The next day by bed 
time we arrived home - found our friends all well - sister 
Burdick provoked almost - I don't know but quite to cry- 
ing because the Elder was so fatigued he could not tel} 
her more that night - 


(This was found in the copy book of Dr. J.D.B. and 
is of course a rough first draft of a love letter to 
Laura Birdsall. One could make a case for burning all 
love letters for the author is "afflicted". Shakespeare 
put it,- This is the very ecstasy of love; 

Whose violent property fordoes itself, 
And leads the will to desperate undertakings, 
As oft as any passion under heaven 
‘That does afflict our nature. 
He had recovered from the loss of Maria, his first love 
and was now vulnerable. Doctor in an isolated community 
he needed some one to hold "to his bosom", Elizabeth 
smiles. She remembers such a fool. P.M.B. 
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The Doctor's trip to 


the "Old Northwest", 


From the diary of Dr. J.D.Bancroft. He was thirty six 
years of age, was living on the Pike’farm in northern 
Broome County and had an excellent rural practice. Be- 
Cause he was living on a farm he could now accept«farm 
produce, farm labor, farm implements and farm animals in 
barter for his services. Women sewed for the family and 
the shoe maker made their shoes. He was prosperous by 
local standards but realized that he could never acquire 
wealth from his practice and farm operations. He was a 
frequent visitor in the fine home of his wealthy and pres- 
tigous grandfather, Judge Hendrick Oothoudt during his 
first fifteen years. He knew the Judge acquired his wealth 
from speculation in lands in Western New York. On this 
solo-trip to Ohio and on up into Wisconsin and Michigan 
the doctor bought 100 acres of prime timberland, which 

he prompt}y sold to very good advantage. He now had the 
wealth to move into Harpursville, buy a large home, a 
small office building and a 100 acre farm. He now en- 
joyed the prestige of a wealthy village doctor a decided 
social and professional advance from his former status 

as a successful rural "farmer-doctory, P.M.B. 
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A Bancroft Family 


Descendents of John and Jane Bancroft 


By John M. Bancroft of New York 


Geneologies and Biographies of Ancient Windsor. 


AD - 2 


Descendants of John and Jane Bancroft 
Immigrants in 1632 

We accept the view that John was the uncle 

of Thomas Bancroft who came across in 1640 





BANCROFT. For the accuracy and interest of this revision we are greatly in- 
debted to Joun M. Bancnrorr of New York city (s. of Joseph and Betsey (Wauke- 
field) of Reading, Mass.; s. of Joseph and Abigail (Upton) of Ri; s. of Joseph and 
Elizabeth (Zemple) of R.; s. of Thomas and Lydia Emery (Deane) of R.; s. of Thos, 
and Mary (Webster) of R.; s. of Thomas and Sarah (/%o/e) of R.; 8. of Thomas and 
Klizabeth (Wetealf) of Dedham, Lynnfield, and Reading, Mass.), who has for many 
yrs. been engaged on the geneal. of the Bancroft family. 

Bancroft, John, came in the James from London, Eng., Apl., 1682; arrived June 12 
(8 wecks’ passage); res. Lynn, Mass.; d. 1637; Col. Pee. Mass., 8 Sept., 1688; Wen- 
throp’s Journal, 12 Sept., 1668; Mudbard’s llist. New Hng., p. 156. fis wid. Jane 
rec'd 100 acres of Id. at Lynn, 1688. Noy. 19, 1644, Jona. Strattan and Thos, Tal- 
miaudge, Jr., of Southampton, L.1. (asettlement emanating from Lynn), petitioned for 
the peaceable sett. of the lot betwixt them, ‘which formerly was gr. unto Widd, 
Bancroft,” which was consented to. Trad. in the B. family says she im. (2) a man 
Who rem, with her and her ch. to Conn. Seatage mentions ch. John and Thomas. 
Ch. (b. Eng.): 


1, Anna,m. 13 May, 1647, John Griffin; sett. 4. Samuel, 
Simsbury; 10 children. 5. William face. to Jinan, for which we find no 
2. John. Fam. 2. authority. | 


3. Thomas. Fam. 3. 
Thomas Bancroft, poet (a native of Swarkstone, on the rent, Derbyshire, 
Where his parents were buried, and who pr. a vol. of epigrams and epitaphs, 1689, 
London, Eng.) says of his brother, John Bancrojt: 
‘You sold your land the lighter hence to po 
To foreign cousts, yet (eate would have it so) 
Did never New England reach, but went with them 
That journey toward New Jerusalem.” 
Tradition speaks of a sojourn on Long Island and the death there of one of the 
three Drothers; that one then went to Mass. and one to Connecticut. 


Fam. 2. John ® (Johi'), at W., 1645; ld. owner (see p. 151, vol. L.); 1648, 22d 9th mo. was 
rec, in Suffolk (Mass.) Deeds, Robert Saltonstall to N. Dawson of Seabrook, ‘fa house 
in Windsor, Conn., formerly of Fyancis Stiles of S., now in occupancy of Thos. Gil- 
bert and John Bancroft”; he m. at W. 8 Dec., 1650, Hanna Duper (or Draper, 
Dupray), and d. 6 Aug., 1662; wid. m. (2) John London; est. distrib. 10 Sept. ,’62; 
toeld. s. £14. 11. 00; to each of other ch. £12; to wid. £87; and portions to be pd. 
the sons at age of 21, to daus. at 18, etc.; Dee. 1, 1664, “Quarter Ct. at Hartford, 
Hanna Bancroft, pl., contra Henry Stiles, deft., in an action of defamation to the 
damage of £25, the pl. appeareth not.” Ditto, agt. Margaret Hayden, Ch. (O.C.R.)- 


1. John, b. Dee., 1651; prob. sett. Westfield (IW. 3. Ephraim, b. 15 Jane, 1656. kam. 5. 
hive.) 12 Mch., 1667; “John Bancroft: was gr. 30 4. Hannah, b. 6 Apl., 1659. 
acres and a house-lot, on the ort side **y no ree. 5. Sarah, b. 26 Dec., 1661; m. Daniel Sexton, 28 
of m., or d., or any family. Dec., 1682; sett, Westticld: 8 ch. before 1697, 


2. Nathaniel, b. 19 Noy., 1653. Fam. 4. 

Fam. 38. Thomas? (Joku'), at Springfield, Mass., 8 Dec., 1658; in 1654 res. there at 
the “lower wharf,” now Thompsonville (Enf.), Conn., as see iS. Lee, of Possessions. 
His cattle-mark was ‘‘y* top of both cars cut off and a little piece cut out of y® off 
eure,” Hem, (1) Margaret (dau. Samuel) Wright of 8., 8 Dec., 1658; m. (2) * 
He was a farmer; while at Westfield a selectinan; (see his altidavit in regard to | 
his bro.-in-law, John Griffen, p. 477, Vol. I.); in 1668 he wasut Westfield; sold furm \ 


*J. M. B. thinks that the Hannah (dau, Samuel) Gardner of Hadley, who (acc. to Boltwoud's Hist. 
Hadley, \. 407), m. Nathantel Bancroft, 1675, really m. this Thomas Bancrott, and was the &d wife, who m. (2) 


Johu Barber, I a ee 





AD-2 
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there in 1680, Mch. 20; returned to Enfield, where he d. 14 Dec., 1684; will dated 
in Nov, of that year and upon rec. at 8.; gave 8. Thomas, Jr., 15 acres of land on 
8. side of Woxononk river, belonging to Springfield; to sons Samuel, John, and 
Nath’l, equal shares at Enf.; £7each to daus. Anne and Rebecca; house, ete., to his 
loving wife, The will, being unsigned, could not be estab., and est, was not sett. 
until 38 Feb., 1708-4, before which time the wid. had m. (2) John Barber of 8.* 
Children (b. prob. at Enf.), the first seven by Ist rife: 


1. Lydia, b. 6, 24 mo., 1655. 

2. Margaret, b. 16,8 mo., 1656; d. prob. um‘d. 8 
Feb., 1703-4. 

8. Anna, b. 1, 7 mo.. 1658; bu. 30,6 mo., 1659. 

4. Thomas, b, 21, 11 mo., 1659; was living at time 


traced to present day. Prob. Thomas, Jr. was a 
seafaring man. 

5. Anna, b. 5 May, 1663: m. James Sexton; was 
living 1703-4. 

6. Lydia, b. 6, 2 mo., 1665. 





| 
of father’s death, and (presumably) at the sett. | 7. Julia, ‘‘dau, Thos. and Marg't B.,"* d. 80 July, 
of his est., 1703-4, when he is thus ment.: ‘to | 1666.— Sprinafield Pec. 
the eld. &., Thomas B., Jr., or to his isene,a | 8. Samuel (Lient.), b. 25 Jan., 1667. Fam. 6. 


“ Nath’) Edwards & Thor. Shelding of N., for . Stiles of W.. and. after being a mother 13 times 
securing [Thos. Bancroft] an offender, a day and (twice with twing), d. in child-birth, 1714. Pres. 
a night, was allowed 3¢. apiece, and Isiah Sheld- | Shiles’s MS, says, “being left an orphan at an 
ing one shilling on s4 allowance, ag also Sam!! early age, was given to Mr. Fowler of Westfield. to 
Strong for his mare to Westfield to apprehend ye bring up; when of age she Jived with Rev. Mr. 


double portion, £10. 12 4.°° From North. Pec. ; | 9. Ruth, b. 29 Aug.. 1670, at Weetfleld; m. John 





&1 Bancroft, as alxo p4 to John Taylor, who went Glover of Springfield, and was jin the fortified 
to W. after e4 Bancroft—-to be p4 as aforesaid.’ | house when it was besieged by Ind., 1675.°' Thi 
Among others, he was an early sett. at Cape May. does not say she was of age when living in the 
N.J., and had located or purchased a lot there fort-house. Rev. Peletinh Glover sett. at S., 1661, 
prior to 1700— Beasley's arly Hist. Cape May and d. there £9 Mch., 1692. 

('9., N. J. Samuel B. (presumably his e.) m. 10. John, d. Enf., 26 Feb., 1684; ment. in father’s 
Margaret Miller at Easthampton, L. I., 1717: will. 

had one or more ch. there: soon after, was at 11. Rebecca, b. Enf., 23 Feb., 1680: m. —- Gillet. 
Cape May; and abt. 1750 d., leaving wid. Marga- 12. Nath’), b. 24 Oct., 1683; m. Ruth Halle; res. 
ret und numerous ch., from whom desc. can be W. Springfield; desc. in Granville, Maks., & Ohio. 


Fam. 4. Nathaniel ?(John,? John'), took his share of the paternal est. in W.; m. 
Hannah (dau. John) Williams, 26 Dec., 1677; rem. to W.; rem. to W’field; wounded 
by Indians; d. 10 Feb., 1724; she d. 15 Mch., 1728. Ch. (0. W.): 


1. John, b. 24 Jan., 1678-9; d. at Westfield 14 Oct. bury: he d. Westfield 30 June, 1749; & ch.,none 
1749; m. (1) Hannah Bridgman, 1716; (2) mentioned in will. This prob. 7 Jan.. 1744 (North- 
Kezia Smith. = Jrsve; 1. Ann, b. 1716. ampton Fec.), mentions ‘‘Joxeph Higley of Simer- 

2. Edward, b. 1718.+ 3. Ann, b. 1720. bury, the gs. of Brewrter HI., my wife's bro."* Adm, 

4. Capt. John, b. 1722,m. (1) Mercy Ashley: of est. of Elizabeth Bancroft to Brewster Higley, 
(2) Mirjam Burts has desc. in Wetfld, Mase. Sen., who app. his son att'y. See Jligley. 

5. Elizabeth. b, 1727; m. B. Fowler. 8. Benjamin, b. 6. d. 13 June, 1684. 

6. Dan’). b. 1730. d. 1733. 7. Desire, b. 1738, 0.1742.) 4. Elizabeth, b. 80 Oct., 1682; m. Consider Mose- 

2. Nathaniel, b. 25 Sept., 1680; m. (1) Elizabeth le 


Root; (2) dau. Capt. John Higley of Sims- 5. Biward, b. 30 May, 1688, d. 1707. 

Fam. 5. Ephraim '*(John,? John') had the homestead at W., which he sold to Nath’] 
Bissell; m. 5 May, 1681, Sarah (dau. John, Sen.) Stiles; @. 7?. says ‘‘ Eph’m B.’s 
wife d. 9 Oct., 1727, x. 65 or 66.” He contrib. 1s. 6d. to the Conn, Fund for Re- 
lief of Poor of other Colonies, 1675. He d. 1727; will dated 17 Oct., ’27; pres. by 
Nath’] B., 6 July, 1780. Wid. m. (2) Thomas Phillips. Ch. (0. W.—W. Irec.). 


1. Ephraim, b. 8 Feb., 1681-2. Fam. is m. (2) Thos. Parsons.  Jsave by Bancroft: 
2. John, b. 8 Feb., 1685; d. 2 May, 1686.— Ool. Rec. 1. Rachel, bo. 20 Augen 17232 doi3 Jel 75 — en 
3 Sarah. b 6 Feb., 1686-7; d. 1727, w. 40. B: Ben amin, b. 10 May, 1604; dr. 20 Mch., 1716, m. 21. 
4. John. b. 19 Dec., 1690; m. Rachel (dau. Henry) | 6. Nat raniel, b. 1608; living 1727. 
Stiles, b. 2l June, 1696: hed. 21 (18 acc. C.F.) | 7. Daniel, b. 16 July, 1700. 
Mav. 1755: will, exhib. July, 55, by his wid.,men. | 8. Thomas, b. 14 Dee. 1703; ace. to our Tet edit. d. 
‘Sinh Munsell and as. of his bro. Thos, Wid. Rach. | young; but J. Af, B.sayshem, Fam. 8. 


Fam. 6. Samuel?®(Z7homas,? John '), b. Enf., d. (80.) W. 29 Nov., 1742, in 74th year, 
In 1684 Dec. 12, a grant was made, ‘‘upon his father’s motion,” of an allotment at 
Enf., 26 acres in all, provided he dwell there 7 years. Tle sold Jand in Enf. adjoin- 
ing land of his bro. Nathaniel, Apl. 24, 1691, and mentions IIannah Barber as his 
father’s relict. Mch. 11, 1696/7, he witnessed a deed by Nath’l Bissell to Thomas 
Holcombe, of Jd. at Sims.; and 23 Mch., 1796/7, the said Bissell of W., ‘‘in consid- 
eration of my affection for my dau. Hannah, wife of Samuel Bancroft,” deeds to 





' : iN, rc ved 13 Feb., 1711/12, makes bequests to three of these step-children, viz. : 
to CUR CIW SURE ADGnEOr, (why should he not call her by her married name of Stiles, in view of the 
fact that she had 11 or 12 children at this time?) Rebecca ee to whom he gave *‘ all their mother’s wearing 

s)e0? as -in- , 99 Oluces wale hs 
apparel;’’ and to his ‘t son-in-law Nathaniel Bancr " Edward, b. 0dan. 1744, a noted phys. 


i _ 1718, had two sons. The eldest, Dr : 
in Sh eel I SET te abroad with Benj. Franklin and Silas Deane, and d. in London, Eng. His 


y ., is now Col. of 19th Regt., British Army. Another grandson, Rev. Thomas Davis 
Besos at bod Wert Hackney, London. Edward's second s.. Dr. aniel, b. 2 Nov., 1748, was 
eurgeon on Br. war veseel at Halifax and Wilmington; d. Philadelphia, 1796. 
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him land E. of the Conn. River. Oct. 4, 1704, James Saxton acquits John Barber 
of Springfield and Samuel Bancroft of W., concerning the est. of his father-in-law, 
Thomas Bancroft. Feb. 23, 1709/10, he is mentioned as Lieut. Sam’]; he owned the 
Covenant in (E.) W. ch., Nov. 10, 1700. In Queen Anne’s War he left W. 10 July, 
1711, ret. 12 Oct., same yr.; served in Capt. Moses Dimond’s Co In 1710 Sgt. Sam’] 
LB. was one of ch. com. to build a church, with discretionary power. In 1717he was 
on a school committee; in 1714 on a com. for draining lands with Roger Wolcott 
and Sam’! Rockwell. As his name does not appear on petition of E.W. inhabitants 
who wished to settle a minister, 1694, he prob. had not then removed from Enfield. 
Hem. (1) Hannah (dau, Nathaniel and Mindwell, dau. Dea. John Movre) Bissell of 
W., who d. 24 Jan., 1708/9, in 38th yr. (#. W. O. et C. &.); she was b. 12 Jan., 1670; 
he m. (2) wid. Joanna Allyn, 23 Feb., 1709/10, who was a sister of Ebenezer Gilbert 
and wid. of Thomas Allyn; she was b. 22 Apl., 1676, and d. 8 Jan., 1773, x. 97. 
Licut. Samuel B. d. 29 Nov., 1742, in 74th yr. (#7. W. O. et C. 22.); will prob. 1 Feb., 
1742/3. Ch. (all by Ist wife): 


Margaret, b. 15 May, 1698; living 1742; 1n., 6 ch. | 8. Nathaniel, b. 4 July, 1703. Fam. 9. 
Eunice, b. 29 Dec., 1700; living 1742. } 4. Elizabeth, b. 27 Mch., 1706; living 1742. 


Fam. 7. Ephraim ‘(£phraim,’ John,? John’), res. Scantic, E.W.; one of signers for 


Bois 


ferry at W.Pt., May, 1755; m.17 Mch., 1715, Frances Phelps of W. “Eph’m 
B.’s (Sen.) wife d. 14 May, 1752."—C. ft. = His s. Isaac adm’r on his est. 29 June, 
1767; estate mentioned 29 May, 1770. Children : 


. Sarah, b. 20 Dec., 1715-16. NC. ukt. 5. Hannah, b. 20 July, 1723. 
Ephraim, b. 8 Oct., 1717; d. prob. 27 Nov.1727.— | 6. Eliza (or Ellis), d. 23 July, 1750. 
Ephraim, b. 12 Mch., 1718-19. Fam. 10. 7. Ruth, d. 2 Jan., 1727-8.— W. Pec. 

. Isuuc, b. 17 Aug., 1720. Fam. 11. 9. Ruth, b. 7 Sept., 1729. 


Fam. 8. Thomas‘ (2£phraim,® John,’ John’), m. Martha, or Mercy (prob. the latter) 


el 


. Sarah, b. 15 Dec., 1728; m.2 Jan., 1751, Jacob 


. Exther, b. 21 Nov., 1729.—W. J?ec. 
. Thomas, b. 10 Oct., 1781, ‘' d. 6. Aug., 1758, at 


— ; res. W. 1759; adin’r 1779 on John Bancroft’s estate (7) Children: 


’ 
| 5. Kdward, b. 15 July, 17387. Fam. 13. 
Munsell, who was b. 21 Apl., 1782; she d. 28 6. Abel, b. 25 July, 1740, d. 1796-7; 15 Aug. ‘96, Dea. 
Nov., 1783. John quit-claimed lunds at Wpy., BE. W., given to 
John and Abel by their father Thos. B., John, Jdr., 
a witness; Abel. aud hud 5 ch., one of whom was 
a dau. Alice, who, 26 Jan., 1797, with Joel Elmer, 
deeded land to Thos. Bancroft. bd. E. by land of 
| heirs of Edw. Bancroft, W. on Id. of [sane B., 3d, 


Luke George,’’( W. 2ec.) In war service; John B. 
adiui'r of his estate, app. 6 Mch., 1769; Thos. and 
Johu B. gave bonds. Witt—"* I, Thomas B., Jr. 


of W., do will and declare that if L should not re- owned lately by Abel, decd; 1-5 thereof has dese. 
turn home from the campaign, 1] aim engaged... by right of heirship to sd. Alice, She d. 2 Dee., 
to my futher and bro. John..... und £8 to Ab- 1863, w. 85 yre., 9 mo. 
igail Booth *\— prob. his afflanced. 7. Ann, b. 8 Oct.. 1744; mother to Tsune Bancroft, 3d. 
4. Jobn (Dea.), b. 81 Dec., 1788. Fam. 12. 8. Nathaniel, b. 17 Oct., 17-44; d. 20 Apl., 1768. 
Fam. 9. Nathaniel ‘(Sam'l,* Thos. ,? John’), m. (1) Dorothy ———-; (2) Ann (dau. John 


1% 


2. 


8. 


and Hannah Newberry) Wolcott, 21 Dec., 1782, who was b. 9 Dec., 1711, and d. 2 
May, 1766, in 55th yr. (FZ. W. O.). He owned over 150 acres of Jand, and slaves, 
Cwsar and Phabe, who had three daus., the eld. of Whom (Phebe) rescued James 
Bancroft from drowning, when a small boy. Nath’) B.’s will, dated 8 June, 1774, 
ment, Sam’], Abner, and Thos. (who had the homestead), and ‘Smy son Nathanicl’s 
son Nathaniel,” who was to have ‘‘ my gold button,” etc. Query—Was there a son 
not inel. here, or was Dr. —- Dickinson, husband of Hannah, named Nathaniel? A 
codicil to this will, 4 Oct., 1778, made Cwsara freeman, Nath’l B.d.’79.—C. Rh. Ch. 


Mary, b. 6 Jun., 1730; prob. m. David Allyn, 4. Samuel, b. 29 Oct., 1787. Fam. 14. 
27 Feb., 1753; she d. 14 Jan., 1753[4], in 23d yr. 5. Abner, b. 80 Oct., 17389. Fam. 15. 
— Why. Old Graveyard. David Allyn im. (2) §. Jerusha, b. 11 Apl., 1742; m. Oliver Loomis of 


Miriuaan Parsons of Somers, Conn., 14 Nov., So. W., 2 Sept., 1762; he d. before 17587; she rem. 
1755. to res. with her dau., Mrs. Miller, at Suuyerstield, 
Sibel, b. 17 Oct., 1734; d. 28 May, 180, re. 70; pe 


nr yi: 
m. William Rockwell of So. W.; he d. 1825, 7. Thomas, b. 26 Sept., 1746. Fam. 16. 
we. 93. [Nath’l is cr. in @. h with ch. d. 8 Feb., 1738; ch. d. 
Hannah, b. 22 July, 1785; m. Dr. Diokinson 17 Mch., 1740; ch. d. May, 1741. 
of Murlboro’, Conn., where she d., &. V0. 


Fam. 10. Ephralm § (£ph.,‘ Eph.,* John,* John'), m. 6 Dec., 1789, Esther GleaScn 


of Enf., who d. at W., Dec. 1, 1809, m. 96; rem. to Torrington, Conn., where he 
d. 1701, w. 78. Ho was a farmer and tavern-keeper, and lieut. in Revol. war, much 
respected by all, His wife was a woman of ability, well able to keep rude soldiers 
and other visitors in order. CA.: 
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1. Triphena, b. 10 Aug.. 1740; m. (1) Pp 
; $ ma mm. — Pease; Burke, Vt. 
eke Silas Fowler of Southwick, Mase., 5. Ephraim, b. 6 Feb., 1748; d. 18 Oct., 1749; W. PR. 
a pee a Any eA ee say, ‘‘ Ephm., 8. of Ephm, and ee d. 6 July, 
~. AIS (ieiley), b. 4 Mch., 1741-2: qd. , 50°: OC. 2. piv : Page 
(C. RD), we. Ryr..4mo..9 BW. my ee aia Sigtehinies ar ee bi 


Seater, Be 23 Dec., 1741; m. Capt. Roswell Coe | 6. Ephraim, b. 24 Feb., 1751; d. 1809, Fam, 17. 
4 wf Ne hleighiags Se 7. Noadlah, b. 19 Dec., 1788; d. 1827. Fam. 18. 
> Ruth, b. 13 Dec.. 1746: m.— Barbour, a | 8. Oliver, b. 22 (or 24) July, 1767; d. 1840, Fam. 19. 


Scotch tailor of Winchester, Conn.; she d. at 

Fan. 1. Isaac? (Kph.,* Eph. John,? John'), memb. ch. Scantic, E. W.; m. (1) Abi- 
xail Eggleston, 17 Dec., 1741, who d. 17 June, 1758; (2) Lydia Chapin of 
Springfield, 20 June, 1765. He d. 5 June, 1808, m. 88. Ch. (b. E.W.): 


1. Tenne, b. 8 Sept., 1742. Fam. 20. 2. Chloe, b. 18 Jan., 1807. 

2. Abigail, h. 23 Aug., V4. 3. Kuniee, b. 8 Noy., 1812; bp. 11 Sept., 1813.—S. 7. 

3. Ennice, UF 16 Feb., 1717; a. umd, 29 May, 1800. | 10. Benjamin, b. June, 1776 (or “T7); d. 9 Dee., 1854, 

4. Jerushna, I). 2] Jan. 1719. } one of these w. 7; wife, Anna Smith (dan. Alex.), d. 14 July, 

%. Lois, b. 5 Nov., 1752. ~ dans.m.a 1821, 17. 41.—F.W.0. Hem. (2) 4 dan... 1823, Dosia 

ti Hannah, b. 29 Meh. 1755 { Morton. Goodale; shed. 30 Dec., 1828. Jexve : 

iprob., also. the following should find a place here 1. John S., res. Wpg. (1880), @. abt. 82 yrs.: farmer. 

_ >. perhaps all by 2d mar): 2. Henry, d. mw. abt. 74, at Forestville, Conn. where 

‘. Tseniah. dl. 30 Dec., 1828, hig gs. is a clockmaker. 

8. Daniel: poss. the I). who d. 19 Mch., 1813, we. 40. | 3. —,m.a Post, and war m. 80 in 1889. 

% David. b. 4 Nov., 1774: m. Chloe Webster, 4, -——,m. a Harrington; res., 188%, In Da- 
IX02: she b. R Mch., 1772: d.16 Dec., 1850, we. 78 kota.—Letter of Mra. J. A. Post of No. Nere- 
(A.M; hed. 9 Aug. 1862. Jeeve (all liring 188%); | bury, Shiawassee Co., Mich. ; 

1, David Owen, b, 20 Apl., 1803; bp. 2 Dec., 1804 | 11. Lydia. 





a | 12. Ruth. 


Pam. 12. John’ (Dea.) (Thos.,4 Ephm.,* John,2 John’), res. Scantic; blacksmith, and 
during Rey, wara gunsmith; a musket made by him is now in poss. of his gt.-gd.- 
son, Dr. F. J. Bancroft of Denver, Colo.; he m. Anna Phelps of Sharon, Conn., 
who d. 1790, mw. 54; he d. 20 Mch., 1800, w. 66. Ch.: 

1. Anna, b. 22 Oct.. 1763-4; m. Caleb Jones of 2. John, b. 12 Oct., 1767. Fam. 21. 
Enf.; she d. 1839. . 
Pam. 13. Edward ®(homas,* Ephr’m,* John,? John"), a. before June, 1797; m. Sarah 
Children : 


1. Sarah, b. 5 Jan., 1770. sold Jand bd. KE. on Chloe Baneroft’s ld., 9. on Id. 

°. Thomas, bas hue SIT §. Fam 29) - get ont to wid. Sarah as her right of dower, W. on 

3 Chloe, b. 19 June, 1773. Sarah B.'a 2d land. 

1. Rditha, b. 20 Feb.. 1778: probably m,. Josiah 5. Chloe, b. 13 Sept., 1781: bp. 5 July, 1807.—S. 2B. 
Brown; 1199.6 Feb., Josiah & Editha Brown 6. Nathaniel, b, 28 Oct., 1783. 


Fav. 14. Samuel? (Licut.) (Wath'l,s Samuel,* Thomas,? John), was in Rev. Army as 
licutenant—a letter is still extant, written by him in 1776 from Roxbury Camp. 
Was owner of schooner Clarissa, Capt. Wood, to W.1., with tobacco, for sugar, 
molasses, rum, ete. IJTe was an endorser for Jolin Fitch of E.W., the steamboat in- 
ventor, and had to pay; m. Jerusha (dau. Josiah and Sarah Chamberlain) Foote 
of Colchester, Conn., 16 Dec., 1760; she b. 14 June, 17389, d, 26 Mch., 1808, sw. 64 
((. R.); he d.S. W. 1 July, 1880, 2. 93. Children (b. F. W., bp. C. R.). 


1 Anna. b. 30 Oct.. 1761; d. 1827; m. Joseph | 6. Sophia, b. 20, bp. 30 Apl, 1775; m. William 
Newberry of E. W. Hodgett, res. Westfield, Mars.; in 1869 res, 


2. Anson. bo 19> bp. 20 Nov. 1763. Fam. 23. Springticld, wh. she d. w 95; 3 children. 

3 Layvsel, bp. 23 Aug., 1767; m. 2 sisters by name 7 Samuel, b. 80 Mch., bp. 6 Apl., 1777. Fam. 20. 
of Olmstead: res. Sandy Hill, N. Y.; rem. 8. Theodosia (Dosha), b. 24 May, bp. 27 June, 1779; 
West: ch. me Gapt. Owen (4, Dr.) Tudor.of BW. 

1. Jernsha, b. 12, bp. 24Sept , 1769; d. May, 1854; 9. Solomon, b. 12 May. 1783; bp. 283 May. 1784, 1814, 
insane. drowned in fording river at Sandy Tl, N.Y.; 0m. 

5. Polly (Mary), bo 8, bp. 14 June, 1772; m. Au ustua | Harriet Morrills of Hartford, Whole 1, May, 
McKennie of Albany or Sandy Hill, N. Y.; | 1870, 1. BA at Port Chester, N.Y.: her dau. Martha 
dd. IStt { m. Capt. Chalker of Saybrook, Coin, 


Faw. 15. Abner ®(Aath'ls Samuel,? Thomas,’ John"), m. Sarah Bryant of Manchester, 
Conn.: he d. 16 Ang., 1814, «. 75 (22.D.); she d. So. W. 18 Jan., 1816, a. 77 (C.J?.); 
Rk. D. adds, ‘fone of our best folks”; C. RR. says, ‘‘Abner’s wife d. 13 Mch., 1767”; 
if so. the ch, b. 1765 and 1766 (see note below,) must have been by this—a first 


marriage, Children -* 


* ’s family given from Mra. Stiles’s MS. The C. RP. give the following baptismal record 
pss weet Nig ae prob. the same, viz.: Eunice, bp. 28 Oct., 1764; —. bp. 8 Mch., 1767; —, bp. 6 Mch.. 1768; 
bp 8 Get. 17715 ‘bp. 14 June, 1772. __ He is also credited with—ch, d. 9 or 10 Feb. 1765; ch. d. 2 dan., 
1714: ch. d. 6 Mch.. 1768; ch. d. 31 Meb., 1770; ch. bu. 20 July, 1776; ch. d. 29 Oct., 1779. 


Abs 


AWK 
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1, Abner, b. 1768, d. 28 Jan., 1823, e. 53 (R.'D.); 
m. 10 June, 1792, Lucy B. Webb of So.W., who 
d. 2 Jan., 1822, mw. 56 (FR. D.). Issue: 

1. Julia, b. 17 Sept., 1800, bp. 7 June, 1801/4. W", 
et C’. R.), who m. May, 1819, Wm. F. An-=- 
dross. [Sce Mean 

2. Eli, joiner; rem. West; m. Polly Mason of W. 
Springfield, Mass., 10 Mch., 1801. Ch. (Up.#.W.): 
1. Wim., bp. 19 Sept., 1802 (C.7?.); lawyer, d. Mich. 


Fam. 16. 


2. Mury, bp. 27 May, 1804 (C. ?.); m. Water- 
house or Watrous) of Avon, N. Y., where 
she d.; had (a) Abby; (b) Willian. 

3. Two others d. inf. 

8. Sarah, d. Hartford, May, 1854, ew. 84. bu. So. W.; 

“an excellent woman, of strong mental powers; 


she partook of the virtues of her excellent mother.” 
4. Eunice, bp. 28 Oct., 174. 


Thomas? (Nuthaniel,* Sumuel,* Thomas,’ John’), b. So. W. 26 Sept., 1746; 


farmer, Rev. soldier; m. Lydia (dau. David and ——— Duy) Mason of EIll., b. 10 
June, 1745; d. 2 Nov., 1812; (22. D. gives date of bu. as 1 Nov.) A descendant of 


Maj. John of Peq. fame; ‘‘a very good and pious woman, a very Puritan.” 


1. Nathaniel, b. 7 Mch., 1773; prob. the N. (8. Thos.) 
whoin. (ace. to Mrs. Stiles’ ALS.) Thankful Ma- 
son of W. Hartford, whod. at Avon, N. Y. C%.: 
1. Jonathan Mason, a** Christian *? minister; m.; 

d. Jefferson,O.; had (a@)Eliza m. an Alger and 
has a dau. Afary who m. Thos. Fricker of 
Jefferson, O.; (6) ——~—, who m. her cousin, 
Win. (8. David) Bancroft. 
2. Almira, b. 9 May, 1798;m. and d. Avon, N. Y. 
3. Harvey, 14 Mch., 1800; m., rem. to Wis.; ch. 


4. Nathan, b. 18 July, 1803; m.; res. Medina, N.Y.;; 
{2 ch. 


Ephraim’ (Zphm.,®° Ephm.,* Ephm,,* John,? John'), b. W., 24 Feb., 1751; 


5. David, m., res. Avon, N.Y.; children. 


Fam: Wt 





Chis 


6. Chauncey, b. 20 Mch., 1813. 

2. Betty, m. 22 Jan., 1792, Jona. Wells of Wards- 
boro, Vt.; res. Why. (now Bloomfield), Conn.; ch. 
d. Canandaigua, N. Y.; 7 ch. 

8. Zerviah, b. abt. 1768; perhaps the ch. bp. 1 Jan., 
1769(C. #.); m. Augustus King of E. W.5 Nov., 
1756; d. Htfd. 18 Sept., 1813, w. 45. Jssve, sce Hing. 

4. Lydia, m. 11 Sept., 1805 (or 12 Sept., 1803), Roder- 
ick Spencer of Htfd.; she d. Madison, N.Y., 7 
Oct., 1862; hed. at M. 11 Mch., 1871. 

5. Jumex, b. 21 Aug., bp. 19 Sept., 1778.—C. 2. 


Fam. 25. 


rem, to Torrington; farmer; d. from injuries rec’d by fall from scaffold in barn; 
res, 2m. N. of his father’s tavern; m. 2 Nov., 1775, Jemima (dau. Moses and Sarah 


Itoberts) Loomis, b. 9 July, 1758; d. 19 Feb., 1841. 


1. Miles, b. 27 July, 1776; d. 1795. 

2. Tryphena, b. 5 Feb., 1779; living 1867; m. (1) 
— Wright of New Hart., by whom she had 
one ch. res, Norfolk, Conn.; (2)a Bradley. 

3. Jemima, b. 80 May, 1781; d. 22 July, 1863; m. 

David Grant; 10 ch.; Mr. G. bro. to the inis- 
sionary Grant, 

. Huldah, b, 12 Aug., 1784; d. 2 July, 1788. 

. Oliver, b. 9 June, 1787; d. 16 Apl., 1857; a print- 

cr 80 yrk. in N.Y. city and 8yrs, In Boston; um’d, 


oe 


6. Moses, b. 27 Aug., 1789; d. 25 Feb., 1855; clerk; - 
Noadiah? (Eph. ,° Hphim.,* Hphm.,? Johu,? Johi'), b. Torrington (or W.), 


FAM. 18. 


Ch. (b. Torrington): 


cloak-maker; wholesale peddler, farmer; um‘d. 

7. Horace, b 380 Sept., 1701; d. 1889.) Fam, 26. 

8. Reuben (Dr.), b. 8 Aug.. 1705; d. 1817; studied 
with Dr. Lyman of Torrington, and Dr. Carrington 
of Colebrook; a skillful phys. and surgeon; per- 
formed many difficult operations; m. 6 Oct., 1822, 
Angelinn Bennett, who d. 17 Oct., 1828, w. 27 
yr.,3mo.,1 day. Hed. Oxford, N.Y. Jsesue; 

1, Caroline, b. Oxford, N. Y., 1838, m. Fred. C, 
Whipple, lawyer of Ann Arbor, Mich. 


Conn., 18 (or 19) Dec., 1758; res. and kept the tavern on old place, and carried on 
the farm; d. 28 Noy., 1827 (or ’29), x. 73; m. Jerusha (dau. Capt. Epaphras and 


Mary Jills) Loomis, b. 6 Feb., 1761; d. 6 Oct., 1827. 


1. Erastus, b. 11 Oct., 1782. 

2, Luman, b. 28 Mch., 1784; shoemaker; res, Har- 
winton, Conn.; mi, Clarissa (dau, Lewis) Cat- 
lingeclt 

8. Dyar (or Noadiuah — Jorr. Fec.), b. 12 Apl., 
1FeC EMA MLI2T. 

. Jerusha, b. 19 May, 1788; mn. Janes Wilcox 
un uble mechanic; rem, to Smithfield, N. Y., 
where he becume a celebrity, a J. P, and man of 
ppy.; rem. to La Harpe, Il.; ch. 

6. Erastus (M.D., Hon. from Yale Coll., 1855), b. 


Fam. 19. 


Uh. (b. Torrington): 


Torr. 31 Oct., 1790; m. Amanda Bradley; hed. 

80 May, 1869. Lssuwes 

1. Charles ., m. Emma Faves, 2 Oct., 1847. 

ae eee M.,m.a Phelps; res. Wolcottville, 
‘onl. 

6. Chester, b, 23 Nov., 1792; m.; ch. 

7 Warren, b. abt. 1995; m.; ch. 

8. Clarissa, m.a Seymour of Wolcottville,Conn., 
& man of great personal worth, who d. yg., leaving 
a8. George. 

9. Charlotte, m. Miles Beach of Goshen, Conn ; ch. 


Oliver’ (Dr.) (Ephim.,* Ephm.,* Ephm.,® John,? John'), b. Torrington, Conn., 


24 July, 1757; d. 18 Aug., 1840, at Newtown, Conn.; studied m. with Dr. Hodges 
of Torr,; surgeon in Itev. army at Ticonderoga and Saratoga, and rec’d u silver 
medal fm, U. 8. for services; sett. 1782, at Newtown, Conn., and gained an exten- 
sive practice; late in life rec’d a pension; was noted for eccentricity and originality ; 
m. Sarah (dau, Benj.) Hawley, who d. 17 Feb., 1889, w. 81. Ch.: 


1, Elizabeth O., b. 24 Aug., 1782; d. 20 Jun., 1861; 
umd, 

2. Rulandus, b, 23 June, 1785. Fam. 28. 

8. LeGrand, b, Newtown, Conn., 8 Apl., 1789; m. 
1816/8, Polly (dau. Stephen & Sabra) Burwell 
of N., who d. 22 Muy, 1828, x. 80; reud law with 


noted political stump-speaker; d. Marquette,Mich., 

4 May, 1864, Jeave: 

1. Catherine Sophia, b. Waterbury, Conn., 26 Sept., 
1817; m. Geo. Burroughs, Bridgeport,Conn., 
26 Dec., 1837. 

2. Elizabeth Sarah, b. 22 July, 1821, at Berwick, 


Judge Chapman; commenced practice at Water- 
bury, Conn,; removed to Pottsville, Pa.; was a troit, Mich., 17 Nov., 1868 


Fam. 20. Isaac’ (/saac,® Hphin.,* Hphm.,* John,? John'), farmer; res. Hornellsville, N. 


Y.; he d, 22 Ap], 1818. By Ann (dau. Thos.) Bancroft he had: 
1, Isaac, b. prob. 1705-7. Fam. 20. 


Pa.;m. Stephen R. Gay, 11 dune, 1840; d. De- 





*C.2. credite Thos. with —, bp. 11 Feb., 1771; —, bp. 14 Mch., 1778; —, bp. 10 Sept., 1778; —, bp. Mch., 1782. 
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Isaac ° Bancroft m. Mary Barrett, b. 9 Feb., 1746, and who d. Nov., 1804, by 
whom he had: 


2. Mary, b. 2 May, 1767, at E. W.; m, Seth - 7 
5 Well of New Berlin, N. Y. ; Sto es LS all Tata) Abd hak teks acc ahas 
“jottyinit, b. 29 Sept., 1768-9, at E. W.: m. Dan- 9. Py Atte |e oad ire W,, 24 Aug., 1784; m, Jno,Cam p- 
ba vi . a e . 
4. Ezekiel, b. 11 Mch., 1773: m. Sarah Scribner,| 10. Luke, b. E. W..5 Nov., 1785 (86%): m. (1) Sarah 


New Berlin, N. Y.; 10 children Th : f 
; i ‘ resher; (2) Mre. Lydia Strunk; res. 
5. Joel, b. 8 Apl., 1774; m. (1) Lydia Burl|n- Farmersville, Catt, Co., N. ¥. 
P Game, who d. 1859; (2) —; hed. 2 July, 1848. 11. Francis, b. E. W., 21 Jan., 1788; m. Esther 
- Aurilla (or Amelia), b. E. W., 8 Apr., 1779; m. Warner. 
, Shes. 1 Stowell. 12. Hannah, b. E. W., 17 Mch., 1700; m. Jesre 
(. Miriam, b, 29 Oct., 1781, at E. W.: m. Martin Campbell. 


Sackett; res. (1872) Plym'th, Ch'ngo Co., N.Y. 
Fam. 21. John (Dea. John,® Thos.,4 Ephm.,? John,* John'), m. Penelope (dau. Ste 
phen) Heath, 19 Aug., 1790, who d. 12 Aug., 1848; he d. 3 Sept., 1857, mw. 89 yr., 
10 mo.; blacksmith and farmer; joined ch. 1808; lived a consistent Christian, Ch.: 





: John, b. 4 June, 1701, Fam. 30. Hempstead, L. 1., 1838. seve; 
2. Anna. b. 4 Oct., 1793; d. 29 Mch., 1856; m. Le- 1. Mary L., b. 25 Sept.,1834; m. Stephen L. Lane. 
man Barnes DL AY. 2. Amanda J)., b. 16 Dec., 1835; mm. Gardner G, 
3. Lucinda, b. 13 Jan., 179%: m. John F. Buck- Edmunds, 22 Jan , 1859. 
land, 19 May, 1824; res. (1869) W. Pt. 8. Rachel Ann, b. 23 Aug., 1442; m. Wm. Bar- 
4. Alfred, b. 25 Jan., 1798; res. Suff.; d. there, 1 stow, 9 Feb., 1864. 
Feb., 1860; m. Minerva Clark 3 Mch., 1824 (E. 6. Caleb Jones, b. 19 Sept., bp. 19 Nov., 1844 —S. J. 
Wy, she d. 14 July, 1527, we. 81; bu. Scantic, E. Fam. 31. 
W.; m.(2) Mary Rudd. Jaave by Iat wife; | 7 David Phelps, b. 23 Feb., 1807; d. 26 July, 1854; 

1, John Clark, d. 3 Apl., 1825, mw. 2. um‘d. ' 

2. ch. d. 10 July, 1837, mw. 12 hours, 8. Lorinda, b. 2 July, yy 20 Aug., 1809 G9. 7.); m. 
a, ch. d. 26 Jan,, 1632, m,. 3.—- 9. 7, Jerome Griswold. 1 Mch. ‘71; rer. Pog. W (ie @ 
5. Horace, h. 1 Apl., 1802; res. Brooklyn, N.¥.; hat 9. Louisa, b. 27 Nov., 1815, bp. 2Jdune, 1816 (8. B.);m., 

mfr.; d.25 Sept., 1873; m. Rachel Raynor of Harvey Prior, Jr., 10 Sept., 1825; res. E. W 


Fam, 22. Thomas (Zdir.,° Thos.,4 Ephm.,* John,? John’), a man of remarkable will; 
when the town authorities opened a road near his house, which did not mect with 
his approval, he declared that he and his should not use the rond —and faithfully 
kept his word, to the great discomfort of his family; m, Dindemia ——, who d. 2 
Dec., 1863, «. 85 yrs.,9 mos. Ch.: 


1. Horace. Fam. 32. | 2. Chauncey. | 8. Levi. 5. Salome, m. Alonzo Wetherby of Ifollis, N. 
4. Polly, d. after living over 30 yrs. in an excavation H.; had a dau. Hetsxey, who. m, Leicester King 
scooped out of a hillside, during which time she of Suff., 19 July, 1836. 
refused aid from relatives, or from town authoritics.| 6, Miranda, m. John Roberts; hada dan. 


Fam. 23. Anson’ (Samuel,® Nath’l,* Samuel,® 7'hos.,? John'), m. Miriam (dau. Timo.) 
Elmer of So. W. Wed. 22 Mch., 1807, e&. 42; was killed (while racing horses on 
the highway from the old meeting-house, south to Podunk—the reputed race-course 
of that day. Shed. 14 May, 1834, «. 65. Ch. (from Mrs. Stiles’s MS.; bp. C. R.)- 


1. Elisha Loring. b. 5 Dec., 1791, bp. 28 May, 1792. 4. William; he and wife d. at P. 
Fam. 33. 5. Joseph, res. Plymouth. 
2. Francis, b. 27. June, bp. 10 July, 1793. Fam. 34. 4. Timothy Elmer, bp. 28 Jan., 1805—E. WC. P.; 
3. Mary J., b. 20 Jan., 1799; m. Wm. Judson m. twice; 28.;1dau.; d. N. Htfd. 
of Plymouth, Conn. Jsave; 5. Fanny, bp. 20 and d, 27 Aug., 1795 (E.W.C. &), e. 
1. Elizabeth,m.a Gross; 1 ch. 6 mo. 5 days. 
2. Mary, m.a Smith of Stonington, Conn.; 1 (E.W.C. R. give Anson, a ch. bp, 27 May, 1792. and 
ch ; res. Willimantic, Conn. Naomi, bp. 20 Jan., 1799. 


3. Hiram, res. (1874) Plymouth. 

Fim. 24. Samuel® (Samuel,® Nath’l,* Sam’l,* Thos.,? John'), taught school for 45 con- 
secutive winters; farmed in summers; bo’t his father’s farm, subject to his father’s 
endorsements for Fitch, of steamboat fame, when about 21, and finally paid them 
all, and retained the farm; m. Sally (dau. Joseph) Hosmer of So. W.; he d. 10 
Jan., 1864, x. 81, at Htfd.; shed. So. W., 19 Sept., 1888, wm. 58. Ch. (Mrs. Stiles’s 
MS.; bp. fm. H.W. C. B.): 


1. Jane Jerusha, b. Feb.; d. 8 Sept., 1803. John, for many yrs. prin. of Phillips Acad. at A.); 

2. Jumes, b. and d. 1805.* res, Jockionvitie Ill. Jeayve (Mra. Stiles’s MS.); 

3. Charlotte Sophia. b. 6 July, bp. 2 Nov., 1806; m. 1, ——, and twine . Joseph IJ., d. wr. 4 mos. 
Hiram Pierce of Plymouth, Conn.; she d. 5 2. John A., t se pet 5. William Ripley, living. 
June, 1845; 3.8.; 2 daus. 3. Emily A., d. we. 4 yrs. 

1. Theodosia Maria, b. 2 Apl., bp. 24 July, 1808;m. | 7%. Harriet, b 16 Jan., bp. 28 May, 1815 (F?.D.); d.2 
Ruckley P. Heath of W. Pt., 8 Dec., 1829; she Mch., 1818. 

il. So. W., 9 Apl., 1836, . 28. Jssue; 8. Horace, b. 4 Dec., 1817. bp. 19 Apl., 1818; m. (1) 
1, Mary A., m. Elisha Williams. Frances A. Hunt. 1852, of Jacksonville, Ill., 

5. Samucl, b. 4 June, bp. 7 Oct., 1810; m. Mary B. where he was sett., who d. July, 1859; no issne: m. 
Smith of Berlin, Conn.; res. Htfd.; had: (2) Elizabeth Root of N. Haven, by whom he had: 
1. Samuel, m. Mary Camp of H. and had s. 1. Fanny C., b. 25 Dec., 1858. | 2. Herbert. 


Samuel Harrison Smith. 9. William, m. Harriet N. Hosmer. 
;. Joseph Hosmer, b. 22 Sept.,1812, bp. 7 Mch., 1813; | 10. Harriet F., m. Henry L. (s. Harvey) Elmer of 
m. Emily J. Adams, b. Andover, Mass. (dau. So. W. and 12 May, 1843, wr. 24. Issue, see Elmer. 


Ab-7 
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Fam. 25. James’ (Vhus.,5 NutW’l,! Samuel,® Thos. ;? John'), m. 24 Jan., 1800, Marcia 
Levering, b. 1 Mch., 1781, at Holliston, Mass; he d. 10 Apl., 1870, we. 91 yrs., 7 
mos.; she d. 23 Apl., 1870; when a lad he was waiter to Col. Wadsworth of Hart- 
ford, then a member of Congress at Philadelphia. Cx, 


_ 1. Marcia, b. 2 July, 1802; m. (1) Rev. Allen Ho t | 8: N. Y., 23 May, 1830. Jesue; 
(Bap.), b. Cheshire, Coun., 2 Sept., 1822 — P. George, ’b. Ms m.; 2ch.; res. Il. 
res, at pp RE partie and W. Boylston, Mass., where 2. James B., b. Allen, N. Y. 


he d.,8. p.; she m. (2) (2 yrs. after Mr. H.'s 6. Abigail, b. 9 Jan., 1810; m. Robert Alexan- 
death: Rev. Russell Jennings Sale ), b. Wes- der, Jr., of So. W.; d. 21 Noy., 1442, at E. W.., 





ton (now Easton); sett. Sayville Soc. (now Win- | wv. 33; 8. p. 

throp), Saybrook, Conn.; next at Meriden, Conn.; | 7. Lydia M., b. 12 Mch., 1813; m. Roderick Spen- 

then at Newton, Mass. ; "grad. there und rem. to cer of Hitfd.; rem. to Madison, N.Y. Lssve: 

Waterbury, Conn., and Deep River; retired from, A Onin m. Susan , tes. M. and at Oberlin, 

patho work; Was an inventor and a man of - had (a) Anna, grad. Oberlin Coll.; teacher in 

urge means; he d. 8 Mch., 888. Mrs. Maria rieca m. and d. Selma, Ala.; & p. ' 

(Bancroft- Hoyt) Jennings, d. 25 Oct., 1874. w. 74. 2. Leverett (deaf and dumb); mn. ‘twice; both wives 

Issue, by name of Jennings: d. and d. 

e Churles Russell, b. Meriden, Conn.; d. single, 3. Roderick; res. Iowa; m. Mrs. Lydia Ban- 

Deep River, 1859, a, 28. | croft. 

2. Harriet N.,m. Henry L. Shailer of D. R., | 8. William, b. 20 Mch., 1816; m. an Hosmer; 

and d. less than yr. afler m., 1863, ie. 28. res. springfield, Erie Co., Pa.; later res. at Colum- 
2. Olive, b. 8 Aug., 1803; d. sudd. 29 Noy., 1825, w. bia Ranch, Neilsburg, Cal.; after a divorce, Mrs. 

92: und. Bom. H.N. Dickinson; she was a nicce of 
3. Thomas Ii, b, 24 Apl., 1805. FA. 85. Sally Hosmer, wife of Sam’l "Bane roft. 


4. Jumes, b. 10 Nov., 1806. Fam. 36. | 9. Warrict F., b. 9 Sept., 1818; d. 12 May, 1843; in. 
5. Alona, b. 17 Oct., 1808; m. 16 Apl., 1829, Valo- | Harry L. Elmer of So. W., 12 Jan., 1840; d. 12 
rous Hall of Manchester, Conn.; d. Alieghany | May, 1848. 


Fam. 26. Horace’ (Zphm.,° Ephi.,® Ephm.,4 Ephm.,* John,? John), b. Torrington, 
30 Sept., 1791; d. 10 Oct., 1839; farmer; res. in homestead; m. Damaris P. 
Thompson me Mansfield, Conn.; b. Aug., 1798; res. 1869 at Goshen, Conn, Ch.: 


Tieloise, b iwi . - ask w@, 25. 4. Horace, Jr., b. 9 Dee. 1830; d. 12 Apl., 1864; m. 
2" Helen, anes . 4} yrs. 13 Sept., 1858, Elizabeth Beach of Goshen, 
wk § Mahon Wing, b. f Bait: 1827; d. 17 Sept.,1852, Conn.; she d, 1862. 

. 25; was student of medicine. | (This family all died of consumption.) 


Bp 27. Dyar’ [Noadiah] (Noadiuh,* Ephm.,* Ephin.,4 Ephm.,* John,? John'), b. Tor- 
rington, Ct., 12 Apl., 1786; d. 18 Sept., 1866; ent. Yale 1805; grad. Wms, 1809; was 
tutor 2 yrs.; adm. to bar, Lenox, Mass., 1818; began practice at Chesterfield, Mass., 
1814, where he res.; P. M. 20 yrs.; J. of P. 50 yrs.; Justice of the Quorum; Co. 
commissioner; 12 ay memb. State Leg.; in 1884 his sight began to fail and he had 
to limit his practice to counsel only; m. 25 May, 1815, Sally (dau. Rutherford and 
Chloe) Hayes of W. Brattleboro, Vt., b. 11 Apl., 1798. C%.: 

1. Helen, b. 12 Aug., 1816; m. 26 Mch., 1835, Hazel- 8. Willium, b. 8 Oct., 1824; mm. Julia Ann (dau. Hen- 


ton Walkley of Hittd., Conn.; rein. N.Y. city ry and Harriet //ayes) Trowbridge of New 

Ind; 28.; Fdaus. Havertdtchs: res. (many. “yre.,in WN. WYaserét? to 
Pa Talcott, 1. 24 Dec., 1821; res. Chesterfield,Mass.: | Chestertield, 

enl. Co. D, 37 Mass. Vols., Aug. 30, 62; must. | 4. Edward, b. Chesterfleld, § Dec., 1830. 


out 21 June, “65. 

Fam. 28. Dr. Rulandus’ (Oliver,* Eph. ,® Ephm.,4 Ephm ,§ John,? John'), vb. New- 
town, Conn., 23 June, 1785; studied medicine with his father; began practice early; 
rem. to Elmira, N. Y., abt. 1811-12; living in 1868, retired from practice; m. Har- 
riet Hazard of New London, Conn., a cousin of Commodore Oliver H. Perry, the 
hero of Lake Erie; she d. Dec., 1863. Ch. : 


iM Elizabeth (OF | 1. Harriet M., b. 21 a Ef 1861. 

2. Hurrict. | 2. Jennie, b. 26 Muy, 1850. 

3. LeGrand, b. Elmira, N. Y., 17 July, 1819; law- . George W. ., TeX Belen ae umd. 
yer; res. Albany, N. Y.: m. Emeline Randall . Esther, mn. Judge IL. IL. Harmon of Howell, 
of A., 17 June, 1845.  Jssue : fod “Mich. 


Fam. 29. Isaac’ Usauc,® Isc? Hphm.,4 Ephm.,* John,? John’), b. abt. 1765-7; m 
Lovicia Bissell (dau. Wm. and Jemima), b. 25 Dec., 1772; res. E. W. Ch. : 


1. Chauncey, b. 81 Mgh., 1795; m. we. 4, 5 Jan, | for over 20 yrs.; justice of the peace, July 4,1872- 
1860, Julia It. Wolcott, ew. 36; farmer; W. Pt, Mch. 4, 1481: town clerk and treas. of E. W., 
E. W. Jesue i . Oct., 1B74- -present time; Judge of Prob., Dist. 
git Isaac, b. 11 Sept., 1861. of K.W,, 4 July, apie to ‘present; res. W.Pt.; m. 
. Blesell, b. 9 June, 1801. Fam. 87. 27 June, 1BU2, | Bei fan: Thos. D. and Salome 
4 William, b. 8 Nov., 1805; m. 7 Feb., 1482, Caro- Noyes) Richarc gs of Roxbury, Mass. Jsave . 
line B. (dau. Jabez, 8. of Stephen) Heath; | (a) Mary L - (b) Hattie C., ~ ‘d; (ec) Lottie Bb 
farmer, W. Pt. Issue: 4. Willard Hall, b. 14 July, 1809; 4 Mch., 1810 — 
" Soph AS 2 Mch., 1833; m. Jos. Barber | rf 9. 2.¢ farmer; m. Eliza Ann Ao hadioty 18H. 
fe) BRE | 
2. Mahlon H., (Judge,) b. 17 Oct., 1837; educa. 1. Edwin Hall, b. 18 June, 1844. 
Wilbrahain Acad.; bef. July, , 1876, was teacher 2. Helen Lavona, b. 23 June, 1846. 
and for 8 yrs. rin. of the W. Pt. 'Gram. Schb.; 8. Theresa Maria, b. 16 May, 1853. 


has been one of Bd. of school visitors for E. W! ! 6. Lovicla, d. uim'd. 


nt 
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Fam, 80, John’ (John,* Dea, John, Thos, ,4 Ephin.,? John,? John’), m, 18 Apl,, 1818 
(S. B.), Cleopatra (one acc. says Cleona) Pasco, dau. Jona. and Elizabeth Allen 
Pasco; was capt. of a whaler; never ret. from a voyage in 1842. Ch. : 


elf b. 1814; m. Julia (dan. Levi) Lordof ' 4, Mary, b. 1826; m. Adolphus Whittaker of 


. Weatfield, Mase. 
2. Elizabeth, b. 1816; m. Jas. Ellis of EB. W. | &. Lueinda, b. 1828; m. a Bement. 


3. Charles, b. 1822; d. hogpital.in Union service, | 6. Albert, b, 1830; rem. to Ark.; um‘d, 
war of Civil Rebell.; um‘d, | 
Fam. 31. Caleb Jones’ (John,® Dea. John,® Thos.,' Ephm.,* John,? John'), b. FB. W. 
19 Sept., 1804; farmer, Enf.; rem. to Huntington, L. I.; m. (1) 5 Oct., 1881, Chloe 


(dau, Nath’l) Wolcott of E. W.—S. B., whod. 8 May, 1861, m. 53; (2) 6 May, 
1865, Mrs. Susan Tillson. Ch.: 


1. Anna, b. 28 July, 1832; m. I. EF. Simmons, 4. Ellen Loomis. b. 1808: m. James V. Strick- 


Nov., 1858: he sec. Mut. Benefit Life Assoc. of land; res. Windsor, Conn.; 2 children. 

Am., N. Y. city; res. Summit, N. J.; was a sol- 5. Francis R., b. i841. d. 1k42. 

dier in the war of the Civil Rebell. 6. Francis R.,b. 1843; dd. 143. 
St Frederick J. (M.1D.), b. 1834. Fam. 38. 7 Emma Adalette, b. 1845; mn. 19 Feb., 1872, Dr. W. 
3. Clarissa B.. b. 1836: m. Edwin Hedges, 1858; B. Dunning: res. Hartford; 5 children. 

res, Westficld, Muss, 8. Julia Aletiies 1k50, Granby. Conn.; m. 24 Noy., 


1873, Chas. T. Goodrich; res. Shampt'n, Mass, 
Fan. 82. Horace’ (Thos,,° Hdw.,° Thos.,4 Ephin.,? John? John), ). and res. 2. Wo; m, 
1 Nov., 1885, Cynthia Gilbert (dau. Calvin) Munsell, and wid. of Royal Slater; 
she d. 19 Jan., 1866. Ch.: 
1. Horace Edward, b. 6 Aug., 1836; d.16 Mch., 3. Franees Emily, bo 19 Feb., 1841; m. Ralph R. 


1837. | Reed, 2) Nov., 1866; 3 ch, 
2. Julia Amarette, b. 10 Oct.. 1837: m. Alvin 4. Jnamesk Monroe, hb. 17 Ang., 1842; do 24 Sept., 1843. 
Pease of Enf., 14 Sept., 1856; 7 ch. | 5. Persis Adlenah, b. d4 Oct., 1846; umd. 


Fam. 33. Elisha Loren’ (Anson,* Samuel,® Nath'l,* Samuel? Thos. ? Johw), Wuilt a 
ho. next N. of his father’s abt. 1815 and kept store; m. 29 Nov., 1818, Wid. Mary 
Clark; hed. 22 Feb., 1871, at Htfd. Ch. (from Mrs, Stiles MS.): 


1. Caroline. m. Alvin Squires 3 res. Hfd.: Jsave: | 4, Albert. d. yg. 
1. Mary. m.a Bonham; res. H.; 1 ch. | 2. Elizabeth. m. red. Taylor, So. W.: had ; 


2.) Charles, 1. Frederick: res. Colchester. 
3. Elisha. 3. Alonzo, d. inf. 


Maw. 84. Francis’ (Anson,* Samuel,> Nath’l,4 Samuel,* Thos.,? John’), m. (1) 1 June, 
1816, Minerva (dau. David) Pritchard of Waterbury, Conn., who d. 16 Ap1., 1889, 
m. 41; (2) 11 Apl., 1844, Julia Ann Pinney of So.W., b. in W. 1808 (dau. Dan’l and 
Huldah), who d. 21 Sept., 1852, «. 44; (8) Jane Ann Wait, 24 Nov., 1853 (S.2.), of 
E,W., bv N.J., who d. 3 Oct./'9872, «. 50. Hed. 23 Aug. 1812. 0 Ch, (hy Txt iar.) ¢ 


1. Mary Ann, b. 21 Feb., 1817; d. 6 Sept., 1830, a. 14. | 7. Sarah Pritchard, b. 6 Sept... 1820: m. Meh., 1858, 


2. Edward Anson, b. 14 Feb., 1819.) FAM. 3). Rev. James T. Ford, then pastor of Cong. ch., 
3. Harriet Newell, b. 20 Dee., 1820; bp. 3 duly .1833; Stowe, Vt.; after 13 yrs. there, went to Charleston, 
mv. 15 Jan., 1843, Henry H. Wildman of Iitfd. S. C.. where they res. “C1; 8. p. 
th. Danbury); rem. fo Providence, R.1.: hed. 8. David Pritchard, b. 11 July, 1831. Fan. 41. 
in civil] war; had: (1) Charles 7, d. unmarried. 0... Hizur aidwitt Deh Oct.> TRido And: 
(2) Francis B.; both in N.Y. city in bus."7i: m.; 10. George Whitfield, b. 15 Oet.. IS3600 Fam. 43. 
d.; Mre. Wildman d. June. 1488. 11. Harry Smith, b. 10 Meh., 1889; do 18 I’eh..1852,0.13. 
$. Frances Juliet, b. 9 Aug., 1823: d. 3 Feb., 1826. diy 2d.mar. : 
" Frances Juliet, b. 21 Oct., 1825; m. Ed. C. 12. Julia Minerva, b. 24 Aug... 4 Sept., 1849, 0.13 d. 
Rockwell, S. W. (8. Nath'h. 13. Henry Wallace, b. 8 Sept., IR51: dL. 1:3 Oct.. 1872, 
6. Theodore Elmer, b. 9 May, 1827. FAM. 7°. w. 21 yr. (Vrs. Stiles’s ILS.) 


Fast. 35. Thomas L.7(James,® 7 /08,,5 Nath lt Sancl,? Thos. ,? John’), m. Clarissa Ann 
(dau. Nathan) Porter of E. H.; res. awhile in E.W.; rem. to Conneaut, Ohio; d. 
24 Dec., 1866. Children: 

1 Olive. d. So. W. 22 May, 1829, we. J yr. 3mos.15d. | 4. Thomas P., b. So.W.; m. Jane Fogg of Spring- 
2 Lydia M., b. and d, So. W. . field, Pa.; sett. Conneaut, O.; ch.: eldest, Louisa. 

3 (doniram J.. b. So. W. 16 Apl., 1840; was in War 5. Alfred, b. So. W.; res, Ashtabula Co., Ohio. 
of Civil Rebell.. d. at Frederick City, Md.; left | 6. Mary, m. Eli Calkins; res. Ashtabula Co., O. 
widow; &. . 7. William, res. Conneaut, Ohio, [2 ch. 
Faw. 36. James? (Jumes,* Thos.,* Nath'l,' Sam'l,? Thos.,? John’), m. 27 Sept., 1828, 
Minerva Porter, b. 21 Feb., 1806, Agawam, Mass.; sett. Lee, Mass.; rem. to So. 
W., then to Springfield, Erie Co., Pa.: back to So. W., then to I. Htfd. Hed. 3 


Dec,, 1883. Ch. (3 eld. b. So. W., the others at Springfield, Pu.): 
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1. Frances Minerva, b. 8 Feb., 1830; m. 20 Apl., ney (8s. Ebenezer) of So. W., 10 Dec., 1863; rem. to 


1854, Hamilton T. Evans of Htfd. Jeeue; Los Angeles, Cal. 
1. William. | 2. Harriet L. | 8. Minnie. | 4. Jas. A.| 4. Julia Ann, b. 8 July, d. 16 Sept., 1838. 
2. James, b. 27 May, 1833; d. 2 Mch., 1835. 5. Marcia L., b. 23 Feb., d. 29 Aug., 1842. 


8. Emma King, b. 27 Jan., 1887; m. Henry Lea Pin- | 6. George W., b. 22 Feb., 1844. Fam. 44. 
q%. Ruseell J., b. 1 Aug., d. 19 Sept., 1846. 


Fam. 87. Bissell® (Jsaac,’ Isaac,* Isaac,’ Ephr’m,* Ephi’m,* John,? John"), db. 2 June, 
1801; farmer; d. 18 Dec., 1864; m. Joanna Morton, 24 Mch., 1824 (S.B.); she b. 28 
Nov., 1805; living 1872. Children: 


1. Horace Milton, b. E. W. 8 June, 1826; farmer; Tucker, 4 May, 1867; isswe; duu. b. 9 Aug., 1869: 
m. Mary Ann Phelps of Enf. 25 Jan., 1853. (they were div.) Mr. E. isa farmer, W. Pt.; enl. 
Teaue; 8d Mass. H. Art., 10 Feb., 1864. 
1. Emory, b. 12 Dec., 1854, d. 20 Oct., 1867. 6. Rosina Lovisa, b. 20 July, 1832; d. 30 Apl., 1852. 
2. Mary Einma, b. 27 Apl., 1859. 6. Emily Ruth, b. 20 Sept., 1835. 
3. Ida Stevens, b, 25 Nov., 1866. 7. Alex. Morton, b. 13 Nov., 1836; m. Eleanor Bab- 
2. Willard Bissell, b. 19 Oct., 1827; m. Asenath cock, 8 May, 1860; kept store at W. Pt. and (71) 
Birdsey; farmer, Enf. Woodstock Valley, Conn. 
8. Emory 0., bh. 18 Feb., d. 23 Sept., 1829.—9. B. 8. Joanna Amanda, b. 13 June, 1838. 


4. Emory Orville. b. 4 Mch., 1831; m. (1) Frances 9. Ellen Lovina, b. 12 Feb., d. 38 Aug., 1844.—S. 3B. 
Jones, who d.12 Apl., 1859; (2) Virginia A. | 10. Ellen Lovina, b. 24 June, d. 8 Aug., 1845. 


Fam. 88. Frederick Jones® (Caleb Jones,’ Dea. John,’ John,® Thos.,4 Ephin.,* 
John,? John) (M.D.), b. Enfield, Conn., 25 May, 1834; educated Westfield (Muss. ) 
Academy and Charlotteville (N. Y.) Seminary, and, securing his education by his 
own efforts, graduated Feb., 1861, from the Medical Department of the University 
of Buffalo, N. Y. In October of the same year he entered the army, and was 
immediately placed in charge of the ‘‘Church Hospital,” Ilarrisburg, Pa. Early 
in the spring of 1862, was assigned to the 76th Penn. Vols. at Ililton Head; in May, 
took medical charge of the forces at Pinckney Island, Seabrook, and Elliott’s Plan- 
tations, 8. C., and was present at the bombardment of It. Pulaski and the attack on 
Charleston. In September, 1862, he was sent to New York in charge of a party of 
invalids of the 7th New Hampshire Vols., and was engaged as Examining Surgeon 
of recruits at Philadelphia until early spring of 1868, when he was ordered to fit up 
a hospital for the accommodation of Confederate prisoners at It. Delaware, Del, 
and then rejoined his regiment, the 8d Penn. Artill., Muy, 1868. In June he was 
assigned to Fortress Monroe as Post Surgeon, and remained until he left the service 
at the close of the war, in December, 1865. Returning to Philadelphia, he attended 
the lectures at the University of Pennsylvania in 1865-66, and June 1, 1866, he sct- 
tled in Denver, Colorado, His practice is general, though largely surgical. 

Dr. Bancroft has been associated with many enterprises and organizations. He 
isa member of the Denver Medical Society, and its president in 1868; of the Colo- 
rado Medical Society, and its president in 1879; of the American Public Health 
Association; the American Medical Association; and a vice-president of the National 
Association of Railway Surgeons. From 1868 to 1885 he held the oflice of Exam- 
ining Surgeon for pensions; was city physician of Denver from 1872 to ’76, and 
from 1876 to ’79. In 1876 Governor Routt appointed him president of the new 
State Board of Health. He was surgeon of the Ben Holladay stage lines running 
out of Denver from 1800 to ’70; from 1870 to ’76 he was surgeon of the Kansas 
Pacific, and Denver Pacific Railroads, and of the Denver & Rio Grande from its 
construction in 1870 till 1886. Aschief surgeon of thisimportant road, he organized 
a medical service which was described in the American Railay Journal of January, 
1886, as ‘‘the most efficient in the United States.” The plans and regulations for 
the hospital fund are exceedingly careful and comprehensive, protecting the fund 
from all outside infringements, and reserving the surplus moneys for pensioning 
disabled employes and the needy families of deceased contributors to the fund, 

A peculiar feature of this service is the provision of a medicine chest, to be in 
charge of the conductor of every train, containing a full equipment of the medi- 
cines and surgical adjuncts which would be immediately needed in case of railway 
accidents, accompanied by printed directions, and illustrated by cuts. He now 
holds the Chair of Fractures and Dislocations in the medical department of the Uni- 
versity of Denver. 


THE BANCROFT FAMILY. 


From 1874 to 1876 he was president of the Denver Board of Education; for years 
a member of the standing committee of the Missionary Jurisdiction of Colorado, and 
a trustee of Wolfe Hall, of Jarvis Hull, and of St. Luke’s Hospital; also president 
of the Agricultural Ditch Company for the first ten years after its construction, 
and haga large and valuable ranch under irrigation by its waters. 

IIe is medical referee for severa] of the largest life insurance companies of 
New York and New Jersey, and president (since its organization in 1877) of the 
Colorado Hist. and Nat. Ilist. Soc. In short, Dr. B. is a Jarge-hearted, active, 
‘Drainy ”? man; a good sample of the best New England stock of ancestry, grafted 
upon Western civilization and experiences. We married 20 June, 1871, Mary 
Caroline (dau, of Geo, A.) Jarvis, of Brooklyn, N.Y. Cd.: 


1. Mary McLean, b. 23 Apl.. 1872. ; 8. Anna Chloe, b. 13 Sept., 1875: 4. 
2. George Jarvis, b. 10 Sept.. 1873: is (1891) student 4. Frederick Wolcott, b. 26 July, 180. 


~ 


at Leland Stanford, Jr., University. California. 


Fam. 389. Edward Anson® (/Mraneis,? Anson,® Sam'l,5 Nath'l,4 San’l,’ Thos.,? John"), 
m. (1) 15 Dec., 1842, Mary E. (dau Festus) Hayden of Waterbury, Conn., owned 
the Dea. Abner Reed place, So. W., and sold it to Cong’] Soe for parsonage; he d. 
S. W. 25 Apl., 1860; wid. and ch. rem. to Waterbury, C/ildren: 


1. Helen Minerva, b. 24 Dec. 1843: d. 11 Meh.. 1850. | 5. James Hayden, b. 26 Oct... 1852. 
2. Jumes Hayden, b. 27 June, 1845; d.4 Apl. 1850. | 6. Festus Francis, b. 2 Feb., 1857. m.: d. N.Y. 1888. 
3. Alice Elizabeth, b.5 Muay, 1848: d. 25 Apl.. 1850. 7. Alice II., b. 26 Dec.. 1858; unm’d (1884) 
4. Maury Ellen. b. 22 Sept., 2849; m. (1) Aaron 8. Kate C., b. 1 Sept. 1860; d. 18 Ang., 1863. 
Benedict of W'bury; afterwards m. twice. 
Fam. 40. Theodore Elmer! (/raicix,? Anson,® Sam’? Nath'l§ Sam), * Thos, 2? John’), 
in. 8 June, 1858, Elizabeth H. (dau. Samuel and Lydia) Moore, E. W. IlIill; sett. 


and res, on the John Watson place. Children: 


1. Samuel Moore, b. 18 June, 1854. Fam. 45. 5. David Pritchard (M.D.), b. 4 Sept.. 1854: grad. 
2. Addie Sophia, b. 23 Aug., 1856; d.2 July, 1858. | Med. Dept. Univ. N. Y. City, 1880, d. BE. W. Hill 
3. Mary Stoughton, b. 22 Oct., 1859, d. 3 Sept., 1886.! 1 Apl.. 1801. 


4. Frank, b. 8 Aug., 1861. 6. Harry Ford, b. 30 Aug., 1867, 


Fan. 41. David Pritchard ® (Francis,’ Anson,* Sam'l,’ Nath'l,* Sam’) Thor.? Joh), 
m, Mabel M. (dau. Christopher Helms) Terry of Enf.; rem. to KE. H., where he 
d, Jun. 14, 1865; she b. 29 Jan., 1836; d. E. H. 20 Feb., 1875.) Ch.: 


1. Nellie Terry, b. 17 May, 1860, m. Harry Tem- 3. Edith Mabel (posthumous), b. Feb., 2865; res. 1591, 


pleton; res, San Francisco. San Francisco, wnin'd. : 


2 Edith Sarah, b. 20 Dec., 1862; d. 25 Apl.. 1864. 


Fam. 42. Elizur Edwin® (Franceis,? Anson,® Sam’'l,® Nath'l,* Sancl,’ Thos. John), 
m. 7 May, 1868, Martha Naomi (dau. Edwin) Birge, b. 19 Aug., 1840. Children: 

1. Arthur Clayton, b. 10 Nov., 1871. | 2. Henry Wallace, b. 27 Nov., 1873. | 3. Louis Elizur, b. 21 Dec., 1X77. 

Faw. 43. Geo. Whitfield ® (Francis? Anson,® Sam,’ Nath'lt Sam l,® Thos.’ Joli \e 
m. Mary Amanda (dan. Francis and Martha Lil/ibridge) Whiton of Willington, 
Conn., 16 Nov., 1869; res. E. W. Hill. Children: 


R, 1 Olin Francis, b. £6 Nov., 1870. 6. Mary Whiton, b. 20 June, 1881, 
a eet iivnrd Anson, b. 22 Aug., 1872. 7. Benjamin Lillibridge, b. 4 Meh., 1883 
3) Paul Chadbourne, b. 30 Aug., 1874. 8. Noah Porter. b. 9 dan., PX87, d. 13 Apt, 1889. 
{. George Ford, b. 14 Oct., IST. oAipicr® < 18{X). 


>. Burdette Whiton, b. 15 June, 1879. |} 10. PL Se 


Fv. 44. George W.8 (James,' James," Thos.,° Nath'l,§ Saul? Thos.,2 John), m. 
Viola Hills, 20 May, 1874. Children ¢ 
1. Minerva M., b. 6 June, 1875. 3. Ida F., b. 1 Feb., 1883. | 5, Rose M., b. 21 Feb., 1889. 
2. James W., b. 23 Dec., 1874. 4. Emma VY., b. 22 Jan., 1886. 
Paw. 45. Sam’! Moore "(Theo £.,° Francis,’ Anson,* Sanc'l,® Nath'l,t Sal,’ Thos. ,? 
John), m, 14 Apl., 1880, Mary Lee Ford (dau. Geo.) of Glastonbury, Conn. Ch: 


1. Muriel Agnes, b. 6 Dec., 1883. | 2. Lizzie Boylston, b, 18 Nov., 1883; d. 6 Aug., 1587. 
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